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INTRODUCTION. 



i 



In America there are now no Spaniards; — 
and since there are none to combat in that 
country, the importance of agitating that ques- 
tion in Europe has ceased. The sword and the 
pen, as offensive and- defensive weapons, ought 
to consign it to rest, in the enjoyment of the 
fruits of victory. But that termination opens a 
new career. In America, social organization is 
undertaken as dependent on civilization : and in 
Europe, the expediency of coming more in contact 
with that hemisphere is beginning to be appre- 
ciated. Every thing, therefore, that tends to fa- 
cilitate the means of arriving at both of these 
objects, is, at the present time, what ought in 
preference to direct the actions of all who re- 
a 2 



iv INTRODUCTION^ 

joice in the improvement of the human species 
as well in America as in Europe. 

Under this idea, the publication of these short 
historical, political, and statistical observations, 
concerning the United Provinces of Rio de la 
Plata, is undertaken. 

The First Part consists of a letter, which was 
circulated in London in manuscript, and written 
for the information of the British Ministry, before 
it decided on recognising the Independence of that 
Republic. The attainment of that recognition 
must be understood to have been the primary- 
object of this letter, although for that^purpose it 
arrived rather late ; but it was believed that, be- 
sides this object, it might contribute to supply 
the want of information perceptible in the coun- 
tries of Europe relative to that part of America. 
The letter gives a brief but perspicuous idea of the 
origin of the insurrection against Spain, the poli- 
tical constitution of the country, and its progress 
in the march of civilization. 
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The Second Party which commences at the pe- 
riod when the letter finishes, comprises the two 
latter subjects ; giving an idea, also " concise, but 
clear, of the state of the country, till within a 
few months of the publication of this volume. 
This part comprehends a collection of statis- 
tical particulars, and geographical notices of all 
the towns of the United Provinces in the three 
districts of Paraguay, Peru, and the Andes, in- 
cluding Monte Video ; and a slight explanation 
is given, by way of conclusion, concerning the dis- 
putes with Portugal and Brazil, relative to that 
place. It also contains a topographical map of 
the city of Buenos Ayres ; and another of the 
principal rivers which water the eastern and 
western territory of Rio de la Plata. 

This work is published separately in Spanish and 
in English, and, probably, will likewise be speedily 
published in French. The primary object is that 
it may be circulated rapidly, seeing that in Europe 
there is a great scarcity of practical information 
about that territory. It is to be hoped that, 
from these statements, though limited, the Go- 
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vemments of Europe will glean sufficient, at 
least, to satisfy their curiosity; the nations en6ugh 
to guide their calculations with respect to that 
country ; the friends of its independence — thanks 
to Mr. de Pradt ! — what will tend to justify the 
interest they have evinced respecting that event — 
and Spain — Spain ere long, will grow wiser ! 
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REMARKS, 



To Senor Don Ygnacio Nunez, 

&C. &C.&C. 

(CpnfidentiaL) 

Buenos Ayres, 12th May, 1824. 

Dear Sir, 
I ENTREAT you to bear in mind the request 
which I made to Senor Rivadavia^ concerning a 
slight sketch of the origin, progress, present 
state, and form of government of this country ; 
together with a summary of its revenues and 
military strength. It is my wish that it should 
comprise all those points on which it may seem 
desirable that my Government (for whose in- 
spection I solicit it) should, be informed. No one 
is better qualified for that purpose than you, Sir ; 
and I shall feel infinitely obliged if you will take 
the trouble to furnish me with it, as soon as 
your occupations will permit. On another occa- 

B 
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sion, when the Commissioners of North America 
came to this city, Senor Tagle gave a similar 
exposition to Mr. Rodney. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Woodbine Parish. 



(Confidential.) 



Woodbine Parish, Esq. 

&c. &c. &c. Buenos Ayres, 15th June, 18)24. 

Sir, 

On the 12th May this year, you reminded 
me, in a confidential letter, of the request made 
by you to Senor Rivadavia, while he yet filled 
the oSice of Minister Secretary of the Depart- 
ments of Foreign Affairs and of the Govern- 
ment, to be furnished with a slight sketch of the 
origin, progress, present state and form of go- 
vernment of this country, with a summary of its 
revenues and. military strength; adding, that it 
would be desirable that that sketch, which you 
charged me to undertake, should also comprise 
all the points concerning which it may seem de- 
sirable that your Government,for whose inspection 
you solicited it, should be informed. 
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Permit me, Sir, to assure you, that I considered 
such a request, conveyed to me, after having been 
made to Seiior Rivadavia, as conferring on me a dis- 
tinguished honour, which could not fail to flatter 
me in the highest d^ree ; inasmuch as it afforded , 
me an opportunity (of which, since your arrival 
in this country, I had been very desirous,) to prove 
to you, in a suitable manner, the anxiety with 
which I waited to receive your orders, and the 
wish which animated me to render you service. 

I shall, however, be extremely sorry, if, after 
having manifested such good-will and sentiments 
of regard fiar 700, I should not have the good 
fiartane to please you, by duly fulfilling the objects 
which gave rise to this communication; but I 
shall, at least, have the satisfaction to know that 
your indulgence will attribute whatever defect 
may be perceptible, not to inten|ion or negligence, 
but rather to the difficulties with which the sub- 
ject is enveloped, and to the obstacles which my 
own political situation must unavoidably throw in 
my way. 

I consider you as informed of the causes wl^ich 
produced the revolution in the provinces of Rio 
de la Plata in 1810; the period from which may 
be dated the independence, de facto^ in which 
they now stand with regard to their ancient 
mothier-country. No^, although it must be ad- 
mitted, that much was done to occasion - this 

b2 
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revolution, as well as to strengthen it afterwards, 
by the dissensions in the reigning house of Spain, 
l^etween father, mother, and son; by the impri- 
sonment of them all at Valen<;»y; by the sub- 
stitution of the Napoleon djuasty ; by the anarchy 
which Spaniards of the first c(»isideration in- 
troduced into our States ; by the acts of incour 
sistency and demoralization proceeding from the 
Junta of Seville, the Central Junta, the Regency 
of Spain and the Indies, and the Cortes of CadiK, 
which were the chief authorities subsequent to 
the captivity of the King — I say^ allowing that 
each and all of these circumstances had an un- 
deniable influence in the separation which the 
provinces of Rio de la Plata effected from the 
ancient mother-country, and maintained in despite 
of her, it will, nevertheless, not be amiss here to 
remark, that these events cannot rationally be 
considered as having been the principal causes of 
the separation ; but should only be viewed as 
casual circumstances, that took place before and 
after this revolution, which, in truth, afforded 
means, or contributed to what was yet wanting, 
to enable those States to shake off a heavy yoke, 
and to place themselves in the situation ' which 
had become indispensably necessary for them. 

The enemies of my country have sometimes 
found pleasure in asserting that nothing was dis- 
cernible in that revolution but an act of insqliior- 
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dination and rebellion, or, more properly speak- 
ing, of ingratitude ; thinking, perhaps, that it 
would have been better, if, before we constituted 
ourselves guardians of our own interests^ we 
had followed the example of our ancestors in the 
succession war, and awaited the fate of the mo- 
ther-country, to obey that authbrity which should 
possess itself of the sovereign power. Such was 
the language used to these provinces by way of 
exhortation, on the arrival at Buenos Ayres of 
an envoy from Bonaparte, claiming the recogni* 
tioh of Joseph as King of Spanish America, 
but used without reflecting that the operative 
cause of the separation was so far from ema- 
nating substantially from the dangerous circum- 
stances to which Spain was reduced, (which must 
have been the case to render the term ungrateful 
applicable to us,) that, in the two years preceding 
1810, during which Spain experienced not a few 
misfortunes, in every emergency she received pe- 
cuniary subsidies from all quarters of America, 
and considerable donations, given without any 
other object than to* promote her deliverance ; 
although, on the part of the provinces of Rio de 
la Plata, at the risk of compromising the charac- 
ter of Colonies of Spain, which, at that time, 
they still retained. 

The enemies of my country have indeed often 
been eminently unjust : they have not chosen to 
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concede to us the capacity of understandiDg either 
how impossible it was for Spain, situated as she was, 
to meliorate the condition of our country, or that 
it was only by our own efforts that we could ex- 
tricate ourselves from the ignorance and the ab- 
ject state in which Spain kept us, in conformity 
with her principles, and her determination to hold 
us in subjection by force. Permit me. Sir, briefly 
to remind you of the declaration of the Central 
Junta of Spain in J 809, by which the States of 
America were recc^nised as integral parts of the 
monarchy, and with the same privileges as the 
States of the Peninsula ; but, in order to show 
you that, so far from any amendment following 
this solemn declaration in regard to oiu' govern- 
ment, to our revenues, or to our institutions, we 
remained in the same state of abandonment as 
formerly, and as much as ever at the mercy of 
men who had learned the art of oppressing and 
vexing the States of the nation in the school of 
Godoy, it will only be necessary to mention that 
the first Viceroy sent by the Central Junta to the 
Provinces of Rio de la Plata, soon after his ar- 
rival declared that he had no power to depart, 
even in a single instance, from the laws of the 
Indies. Recollect, also, the manner in which this 
same Viceroy expressed himself on opening a free 
conimerce to the British nation, when he said, ' 
that nothing b^t the most uigent necessity could 
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^have induced him to adopt a measure which was 
so greatly discountenanced by the laws in ques- 
tion : and permit me, finally, to draw your at- 
tention to another decree, issued by the R^;ency 
of Cadiz in 1810, in which, without paying any 
regard to the dangerous state of the nation, it 
thought fit to declare as apocryphal a decree in 
favour of free commerce ; assigning as a reason, 
that in order to make any innovation^ as yet^ in 
our favour^ it would be necessary to rescind the 
primitive laws of the Indies ; which act might be 
attended with serious consequences' to the State. 

I have quoted these occurrences to you. Sir, 
that you may observe, how certain it was that 
even Spain herself was perfectly aware that, at 
least, our mode of government ought to corre- 
spond with the altered state of the monarchy ; 
but, supposing us to be, in consequence of the 
dj^adation in which she held us, incapable of 
appreciating the value of such things, it appeared 
sufficient to her merely to make use of words 
in order to keep us in subjection. She was, 
doubtless, confirmed in this idea, when her GkK 
vemment congratulated us, from Cadiz in 1810, 
on the arrival of the happy epoch in which we 
should behold ourselves elevated to the dignity of 
freedom, no more the same pec^le, who were for- 
merly bowed beneath a yoke^ the more oppressive, 
the farther distant we were from the centre of 
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power; and no longer holding our destinies depen^ 
dent, either on Ministers, Viceroys, or Gover-^ 
nors, but solely on ourselves. As a sequel to 
this pompous declaration, it issued another decree 
in the Isle of Leon, calling on us, in consequence 
thereof, to send our representatives to the CcHtes,. 
but only one Deputy for each capital, chosen by 
the authorities, and agreeably to the forms which 
it might please the Viceroys to dictate for the 
elections ; thus augmenting the means of those 
Chiefs to make our destinies more completely flfe- 
pendent on their will. But the time had arrived, 
in which nothing sufficed but such acts as were 
calculated to withdraw us whoUy from our de- 
pendence on a Government whose political prin- 
ciples formed such a system of restrictions, in- 
tolerance, and arbitrary power, that, if solely con- 
sidered as tending to bring us into that state 
in which we should have incurred and deserv- 
ed the stigma of incapacity, want of knowledge 
and characteristic manners, it evidently called for 
and justified a movement, tending to civilize and 
moralize us through our own operation. This 
was the only method left to be adopted by 
States which for some time had been habituated 
not to entrust the melioration of their condition 
to foreign hands. 

Here, then, you perceive. Sir, the principal 
causes of that revolution which moulded the pro- 
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vinces of Kio de la Plata into a State separated 
from Spain ; depriving her of the power farther 
to degrade us by her laws and customs ; rousing 
those provinces from the general debility origi- 
nating in their former mal-^ministration, and 
substituting in its stead, that activity and en- 
terprising spirit, which exist only where a useful 
communication and a ready interchange of ideas 
and interests prevail. That fact being establish- 
ed, I proceed to submit to your notice all the 
proofs whici) attest its authenticky ; to which I 
am the more strongly induced, as I conceive 
that it will assist you to comprehend the details 
into which I shall enter in order to satisfy your 
principal desire, which is to obtain a statement 
of the origin^ present state, and form of the go^ 
vernment of my country. 

The revolution having taken place, the ground- 
work was laid for the establishment of a lUv 
presentative body, which might organize an effici- 
ent Government, not only capable of withstanding 
the obstacles by the overthrow of which the new 
career was to be laid open, but also to re-unite 
public opinion, and to inform and guide it. At 
the very commencement of this state of things^ 
that which was naturally to be expected, took 
place. Those who considered the provinces not 
in the light of a State capable of following up 
the revolution without great perils, inasmuch as. 
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at the beginning, they were surrounded by diffi- 
culties which they had not foreseen, were de- 
cidedly of opinion, that, for a- long time, it would 
be necessary to change the persons alone, with- 
out so soon loading themselves with the respon- 
sibility of substituting a new system for that of 
the mother-country ; but another party, who con- 
sidered that, besides the revolution Tiaving been 
provoked by the defects in that system, it never 
could be justified in the eyes of the States or 
of the world, if its results were to .be restricted 
to the mere act of granting employments or of 
removing from them, maintained that it was 
necessary to make a radical innovation, and to 
give without disguise to the new order of things 
the soul of liberty and independence. 

Another most natural consequence ensued; 
showing on one hand the force of custom, and on 
the other the power of enthusiasm. Each party 
strove to gain the preponderance over the other, 
solely by proscribing the opposite opinion ; and 
both obtained proselytes. But, as at bottom all 
were animated with the same sentiments, namely, 
the desire of meliorating their condition, clashing 
only on the roads leading to that end, or, more 
properly, disagreeing about the earlier or later 
period at which it was necessary to commence the 
estaUishment of a new social order, they capi- 
tulated on the way, spontaneously or forcibly; 
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thus opening a field for the gradual introduction 
of those alterations which, although, as experi- 
ence has proved, not so well calculated to ad« 
vance the true interest of the c6untry, served, 
at least among other things, to eradicate the in- 
fluence of the system of the mother-country. 
This is the effect which has resulted from a 
xhultitude of partial r^ulations, and various sta- 
tutes, enactments, and constitutions, which ori- 
ginated in the heat of the revolution, accompa«- 
nied by declarations, which, if they have failed 
to produce other advantages, oi^anized the opi- 
nion of a great majority on some of those ge- 
neral principles which may be denominated the 
bases of a free system, with especial reference 
to a country placed in the same circumstances, 
and having the same interests, as the Provinces 
of Rio de la Plata. 

It is but just to confess that, notwithstand- 
ing the check given to the organization of the 
country, by the discordance of opinions at that 
early period, it would have been practicable, with 
some difficulty, to establish in the nation these 
same bases, the theory of which was universally 
sanctioned. 

The misfortune did not so much consist in the 
divei^nce of opinions, but was principally occa- 
sioned, first, by the men who headed the revolu- 
tion ; that is to say, by-ihose who were united 
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at first under the conviction of the justice 
of the cause they were espousing, without any 
qualification except that, and some ideas of the 
French Revolution, with the records of which 
alone they were acquainted, having saved them 
with great care and hazard from the fangs of the 
ever-active spirit of the Inquisition : and, se- 
condly, because the only complete notions of po- 
litical economy which they possessed were such as 
they had acquired from a Government, the refornr 
of which they had been unable to accomplish, 
although they lived so long in its vicinity ; a go- 
vernment which beheld, as a dangerous example, 
perhaps a sacrilegious one, the felicity which was 
enjoyed by the United States, under the influence 
of laws humanely framed, and of concessions 
aiDCorded with ability: and, thirdly, because, as 
poison introduced into the human frame debili- 
tates the organic springs, corrupts the vital 
fluid, and eventually destroys strength and life ; 
so thraldom, which had been the poison of some 
States, had corrupted and destroyed their moral 
energies, and plunged them into the most pro- 
found ignorance, even so far as to keep them 
unacquainted with their own proper dignity ; of 
the effects of which it was a work of diflSculty, 
although it had become necessary for them, to 
disencumber themselves. 

Allow me t.o observe, that, under such cir- 
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cumstances, it was difficult to introduce into the 
country any principle of stability ; and to assure 
you, to ray great sorrow I confess it, that these 
yiery circumstances have often disposed the men 
most compromised to renounce a labour^ for 
the completion of which they believed, and with 
reason, that neither the courage, the constancy, 
nor the justice, of those who assisted them, wa» 
in any way adequate : and the more so when, in 
the midst of these difficulties, they were assailed 
by the mortifying idea of the little consideration 
which they deserved from the other nations of the 
world. I shall find occasion to recur to this last 
point in the course of my sketch ; but, mean- 
while, permit me also to assure you, that, if ac^ 
cording to this exposition the revolution of my 
country does not present in the Cabinet ^tiier 
vast interior wealth, or the means of attracting 
an extensive foreign credit, this very considera- 
tion adds to the merit which she has gained by 
the sword, in suppculing herself amidst so many 
sudden changes of fortune, though always exposed 
to continual struggles from within, and constantly 
compelled to oppose warfare from without. From 
the time that my country was obliged to put her- 
self at the head of the emancipation of the whole 
Continent, inasmuch as she was threatened from 
every quarter of the Continent, men, money, 
arms, vigilance, all have been employed by 
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her finr that object; audit will doubtless be 
jjdeasiiig for you to know, that, not only without 
( ^e l east foreign assistance, ^ut also without con- 
tracting at home a debt of more than four mil- 
lions) (which at this date is consolidated, and a 
gradual sinking fund for it established,) my coun- 
try, in all parts, i^esents herself in that natural 
aspect; although individual sacrifices have not 
been rare, as you may be able in some re- 
spect to calculate -from the efforts made during 
fourteen years, to resist a war relentlessly waged 
and directed against our lives and properties. 

Under this .view, the state of the United Pro- 
vinces cannot be regarded, in the height of the 
revolution, but as eminently deserving of esteem 
and admiration; although it is likewise certain, 
that frequently they withdrew the sword from 
the breaist of the foe to point it at the heartsr of 
theur brethren. I must conceal nothing. You 
have imposed a task on me; and what renders 
it the more arduous is, precisely the necessity 
which it imposes on me to bring under review 
all the operations of my country, and to touch on 
recollections' which afflict and d^ade. But, if 
you car^jdly weigh the circumstances under 
which this country commenced the revolution, 
and all that I have already advanced respecting 
her capacity and necessities, you will not be 
surprised at the excitement which the passions 
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produced among us; when, among and neaar yom*- 
selves, . youF history, that of all Europe, and, if 
you will, that of every nation which has un- 
dertaken to act upon the principles of > social re* 
fcurm, with greater facilities than ever we possessed, 
has presented scenes which have retarded the pro* 
gress of human prosperity. Nay, I leave it to 
you to decide whether, even in this centuiy, 
scenes have not occurred in Spain, not inferior 
in enoraiity to any of those which her history 
has transmitted to us since the age of Charles V. 
But it will be curious for you to know, that 
such circumstances were not sufficient to re- 
press the fury of domination, which has been ex- 
ercised to such an extent over this hemisphere* 
During the whole re5(olution, we were molested by 
pretenders to the establishment of thrones, with 
the plan of transplanting branches of the families 
of Europe. The House of Braganza, before the 
year 1810, was the first to attempt to carry 
these schemes into effect; ailing the eventual 
rights of Charlotte of Bourbon ; but stUl laying 
greater stress on the captive state of the Kii^ 
of Spain : and that same House, after the revo- 
lution, repeatedly renewed its endeavours for this 
purpose. France also distkiguished herself^ The 
Duke of Orleans and the Duke of Lucca have 
been successively pointed out by her, since the 
downfall of the Empire ; and it is also certain, 
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that Francisco de Paula, brother of Ferdinand 
VII. made a similar overture: but, in both cases, 
it was our misfortune that the candidates who 
presented themselves belonged to the family of the 
Bourbons ; that is, to a family which seems not 
to appertain to this world, but to the other. 
However, I conceive myself authorised to assert, 
that much of the blood which has been spilt 
in my country, and many of the calamities of 
the revolution, have been occasioned by that 
kind of determination to act in contradiction to 
our sforit, and to force on us a form of Go- 
vernment, opposed, not only by the passion of 
enthusiasm, but by all that tends to constitute 
our physical and moral existence. 

This point now occupies a considerable share 
of the attention of Europe, in what is called the 
American question; and, as this is 'the case, yoil 
will perhaps not object to my dwelling on it a 
little longer. I confess I cannot imagine how it 
happens that, with the intelligence which dis- 
tinguishes the Cabinets of that part of the world, 
they could possibly have found any thing, either 
at that time or now, to justify the intention of 
establishing a throne in my country, even had it 
been dignified with the epithet ConstitutionaL I 
in no way allude here to the merits of the case : 
that is a topic which my principles would never 
sujffer me to discuss, I refer solely to the means 
and to the foundation of the scheme ; and when 
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I consider that the plea of anarchy was the only 
idea held forth by the promoters of the project 
from within, and the desire of stifling the 
revolutionary spirit the only notion brought 
into sigh| by its abettors from without, I am 
astonished to see men thus dazzled by the mo- 
tives of a plan, without at the same time ap- 
pearing to pay the least attention to the means 
of its accomplishment. In one party, methinks, I 
can trace the imprudence of incapacity; and in 
the other, a most presumptuous torpor. In no 
other manner can the authors of so abstract a 
plan be classified — of a plan, which, I may say, 
stands forward as a shadow without a substance. 
They have not taken the trouble to consider if 
the elementary principles of the country, her con- 
stitution, her situation, her necessities, her cus- 
toms, the geilius of her inhabitants, and even her 
climate^ be capablej of promoting an undertaking, 
the realization of which, in every part of the 
world, has required super-himian, not to say di- 
vine, appeals to mankind ; which have eventually 
proved successful by reason of their having been 
practicable and convenient. 

Europe knows liot my country ; and yet this 
proposition, absolute as it is, is the only one 
which could justify her in the fastidious endea- 
vour to extend, even into the Provinces of Rio 
jde la Plata, her feudal ramifications. But all 

c 
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this does not seem likely to relieve her entirely 
from the inculpations which history will indubi- 
tably prefer against her, when it shall compare 
the manner in which she commenced the reaHza- 
tidn of that design With the intelligence she 
evinces in the promotion of the felicity of her 
own nations. In my country there is na de- 
mentary prmciple, that could in any way concur 
towards the establishment . and preservation of a 
monarchical form of government. Her scanty 
population, her docile manners, her middling £d!r- 
tunes, her equality of conditions, her spirit of in- 
dependence, her aversion to fanaticism, her occu- 
pations principally pgrictdtural and pastoral, and 
the circumstance of her being moreover a country 
wherein the only personal privileges which were 
ever known to her inhabitants, namely, those of 
the army and of the clergy, have been with very 
little trouble entirely obliterated — ^in short, the 
mirror held up by her own history, and the sen- 
timent which pervades her in opposition to any 
bias, direct or indirect, towards her ancient rela- 
tions with the Spanish nation, form an immense 
mass of resistance to the project of establishing 
a monarchy in her territory. Royalty, were it 
even estaUished, would not for centuries become 
national, as its support would necessarily depend 
oti the maintenance of foreign mercenaries ; in- 
asmuch as it is quite certain that neither could 
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the country furnish such means, nor the pre- 
tender have the courage, at such a. distance, to 
employ the forms of absolute government to ob- 
tain them. 

This misconception of the Cabinets of the Eu- 
ropean continent cannot be said to have been in- 
fluenced by the consideration, that in my country 
there have not been wanting some, even of tlie 
very men most eminently compromised in the 
revolution, who have coincided in the expediency 
of their schemes. In them that notion did not 
originate in an intimate conviction ; far other- 
wise. On the one hand it arose from the want 
of individual capacity to prosecute the revolution 
to its close, and after that to present the country 
with a stable and enlightened organization ; and 
on the other,' it was occasioned by the discomfort, 
or, if you prefer the term, the vexation, which 
the tardy progress of the revolution brought upon 
them. But Europe ought to know, that sooner 
or later those arms, which she might have re- 
garded as her chief support, would become the 
principal weapons against the influence of roy- 
alty, and eject it for ever. This is the most 
feeble guarantee possible for the establishment 
of a monarchical system in my country ; al- 
though I allow, that in consequence of its hav- 
ing been tendered, as I have before said, mo^e 
scope was given to the unfortunate circumstances 

c2 
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of which we are accused. On this subject, long 
observation and experience, acquired by study, 
enable me to affirm, in accordance with the 
thinking and reflecting majority of my country, 
that, if Europe wishes to behold America con- 
verted into an ocean of blood, and for ever with- 
held from a settled existence, she need only per- 
sist in persecuting us with her plans of monarchy. 

The sketch being brought to this point, a lau- 
dable curiosity is excited, and suggests this 
question. What, then, is the form under 
which this country ought to be oi^nized, in 
order to confer on her a political and acknow- 
ledged existence, since none of the forms offered 
from abroad is adapted to this purpose, nor have 
those prospered which the revolution caused to 
be established ? 

The first ten years of the revolution passed 
in constant struggles with the diffictdties to 
which I have alluded; but in the eleventh, 
that is, in the year 1 820, hope was entirely ex- 
tinguished. Very early in that year, a revolu- 
tionary movement took place against the supreme 
authority of the country, having been fostered 
chiefly by resistance to the project of France for 
the coronation of the Prince of Lucca. This 
produced a general dislocation ; and the nation 
subdivided itself into as many states as there are 
provinces; each assuming the form of a sovereign 
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independent body. At last each province was 
severed into fractional parts of as manj sections 
as there were component cities, each adopting 
the same form ; and thiir my country, in the 
eleventh year, was brought to present the ap- 
pearance, not df a federal state, because no rela^ 
tions were kept up between one state and the 
other, but of something similar to the Hanseaiic 
Towns. But as yet nothing remarkable occurred, 
till that state of things was followed by inveterate 
wars in the interior of each city, and between one 
city and another, which gave rise to the idea 
that the cause of the country was lost for ever. 
From shock to shock, and from abyss to abyss, 
all the states proceeded in the year 1820; ^nd 
Buenos Ayres, which, as the capital, possessed 
greater means, and presented a more expanded 
field for the exercise of the vehement passions^ 
suffered, in consequence, all the results attendant 
on such situations, and which completely demo- 
lished the credit and directing character which 
1^ been conceded to her during the whole .of the 
revolution. Judge, Sir, what could have been the 
hopes of these states after having arrived, amidst 
so many difficulties, at a state of entire anarchy; 
and I beg you not to forget that the origin of 
these catastrophes I have laid, to the charge of 
France, in consequence of her tdtimate proposi- 
tion to establish a throne in my country. 
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A violent revulsion became necessary in Buenos 
Ayres, to obtain, at least, that calm which ever 
follows violent tempests. This was obtained at 
the expense of much blood; and even then there 
was room for the examination of the practical 
question — what shall we do? — but that event 
produced a division in opinion wholly of a new 
kind. Those who thought that the vicissitudes 
of the revolution had reduced the country to the 
vei^ of total impotency, rendering her incapa^ 
ble of maintaining the rank of a general autho- 
rity ; and that, from the same cause, that autho- 
rity would no more hold out any guarantee to fix 
and conciliate respect, — ^were decidedly of opi- 
nion that the state of isolation, in which all the 
provinces had remained, should continue, as 
being more likely to be convenient than their 
Teconcentration : while those who perceived, in 
that very nullity, germs of destruction to the 
orderly existence of each state, and fancied they 
saw in the reunion of the whole the only remedy 
for these defects, were of opinion that the systeni 
of isolation should be abandoned, and that re- 
course should be had to the convocation of a ge- 
neral congress. Thus, Sir, was my country situ- 
ated in the first months of 1821 ; but at last the 
question was resolved by the great weight of this 
consideration ; namely, that the chief interests 
would be conciliated by the re-establishment and 
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consolidation of public order in Buenos Ayres; 
whfch, once effected, would be sufficient to 
render it general afterwards throughout the sub- 
divisions of the territory. The opinion, there- 
fore, which decided for the maintenance bf the 
system of isolation, obtained the preponderance ; 
and after that, the attention was directed to amai^ 
gamate elements for the organization of an admi- 
nistrative provincial power, which should take on 
itself so arduous a responsibility.* 

About the middle of 1821 that administration 
was formed, which commenced its career under 
two highly favouraUe circumstances. In the first 
place the persons who composed it, having been 
employed for many years out of the country in 
the public service, were neither connected with 
nor dependent on any of the factions into which 



* This administration was composed of the following per- 
sons. General Don Martin Rodriguez, continuing in the 
situation of Governor ; Don Bernardino Rivadavia, who had 
resided for many years in a public capacity in Europe, in 
the situation of Minister Secretary of Government and 
Foreign AfiPairs; General Don Francisco Cruz, who had 
remained many years with the armies which operated in the 
interior of the provinces of Peru, in the situation of Minis- 
ter Secretary of War and Marine ; and Don Manuel Gar- 
cia^ who had resided about the same term of years at the 
Court of Portugal in a public character, in the situation of 
Minister Secretary of Finance. 
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the capital was subdivided. In the second place, 
the same persons having been kept for such a 
length of time at a distance from the theatre of 
events, and having, from that circumstance, aug- 
mented their qualifications in the school of ex* 
perience, in which they had studied in other 
countries, would be easily led to investigate the 
defects which were prejudicial in their own. That 
administration having thus been formed, under 
the propitious auspices I have just mentioned, was 
very soon in a state to resolve the pending ques- 
tion ; and it accordingly decided on the adoption 
of this principle : That all theory should be 
proscribed in the organization of a country y and 
its demonstration left to practice. And now you 
will permit me. Sir, after having thus developed 
the ORIGIN, to proceed to inform you of the 
other circumstances by which this change was 
' accompanied ; as I am well aware that it is this 
which most excites your curiosity. I will there- 
fore begin by presenting some of the general prin- 
ciples which have established themselves. 

REPRESENTATIVE SYSTEM. 

The new Administration began by overcoming 
the difficulties from which so much inconvenience 
had originated, by reason of not giving to things 
a fixed nieaning, and even of naming them by 
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a defective nomenclature ; and on that principle 
was introduced the idea that the country could 
be governed by the Representative System alone ; 
to which was afterwards added the appellation 
Republican. A law was immediately passed 
which put into execution that same principle; 
(Document A.) to which are owing the direct 
election, the liberty of suffrage, and, consequently, 
the establishment of a Hall of Representatives, 
which, in its new position, found established the 
utility of giving a practical Constitution to the 
country. 

INVIOLABILITY OF PROPERTY. 

The new Administration likewise began by 
establishing that every Government, under such 
a system, was instituted for the felicity of the 
nation, and not to proceed with hostility against 
property and individuals; and that the respect 
paid to both was to be considered as a fertile 
germ of civilization and prosperity. A law in 
consequence was promulgated, which we call " Of 
the Inviolability of Property^'' (Document B.) 
extended afterwards to foreign property, even 
in a state of war; which, immediately on being 
put into practice, was of itself sufficient to 
produce such activity in the pecuniary means of 
the country, that, besides the increa^ which ac- 
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crued to the capitals from this measure, and to 
the wealth employed in other places, immense 
pecuniary transactions were attracted from with- 
out, and produced nothing less than the astonish- 
ing circumstance, that the want of the immense 
quantity of circulating medium, which the revo- 
lution had taken fix)m us, was not perceptible in 
the commerce of Buenos Ayres. 

PUBLICITY, 

The new Administration also began by intro- 
ducing the principle, that it was indispensable for 
its advancement to possess on its side the public 
opinion ; considering it as the best guarantee for 
the stability of its power. On this account a 
decree was issued, (Document C.) in which it was 
prescribed as an obligation, that publicity should 
be given to all its acts; and the execution of 
this law, being carried so far as officially to 
insure that in all the departments there should 
not be a single document kept secret, has put the 
laws within reach of the nation, as well as the 
decrees and ordinances which the plan of practi- 
cal reform has produced; and thus has mainly 
contributed to introduce that confidence which 
had been banished by the mystery of the Cabinet. 

LAW OF- AMNESTY. 

The new Administration, in like manner, be- 
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gan by consecrating the principle^ that it had 
been installed to govern by the ministry of the 
law, and in no wise by personal influence. All 
parties had equal rights and duties : it was, there- 
fore, incumbent to place all these on the same 
footing; and to prevent them from being consi- 
dered as the exclusive appurtenance of one part 
of the nation, and not of all. * For this end a law 
was made, (Document D.) to which we gave the 
name of Law of Amnesty, which eflected throughout 
the country a union of individuals of all classes, 
who, either proscribed or fiigitive, would have 
shewn in other countries the fiEulings and misfor- 
tunes of our own ; and from the benefits of this 
law even those who had made war against the 
cause of independence were not excepted. 

TOLERATION. 

Religious toleration had existed de facto in my 
country since the first years of the revolution, 
more effectually than dvil toleration, notwith-^ 
standing that the last existed dejure. That will, 
perhaps, appear to you somewhat astonishing ; 
but you will be pleased to permit me here to aban- 
don that spirit of analysis by which I have allowed 
myself to be carried away in the other points of 
my sketch, and to content myself with laying 
before you the simple fact. And now, con- 



28 KIO DE LA PLATA. 

fining ourselves to the work which occupies us, I 
must inform you that, in consequence of the new 
principles established, with which, and justly too, 
all things approaching to a spirit of intolerance 
were deemed incompatible, toleration, civil and 
political, was carried into effect, and the ground- 
work laid for legal religious toleration. 

GENERAL REFORM. 

The new Administration, protected by the 
public confidence, which in the first years of its 
career it had obtained by reason of the bases it 
had established, resolved, definitively, to com- 
mence the general practical reform, which was 
the grand object of its elevation. It cultivated 
the best understanding with the representatives 
of the nation; and having obtained from them 
the enactment of a law, by which it was solemnly 
acknowledged that the union of the provinces, 
made before each had separately effected its in- 
ternal economical arrangement, should not be 
allowed to take place, lest it might again en- 
danger the credit of the country at large; at- 
tention was devoted to the construction in Buenos 
Ayres of an edifice at once respectable and per- 
manent. This idea, which at first sight appeai*s 
limited, was, nevertheless, exceedingly compre- 
hensive. All who know the influence that her 
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position, her constituent elements, and her his- 
tory, give to Buenos Ayres over all the Continent, 
aware, at the same time, how completely her 
credit had insinuated itself, will perceive, without 
trouble, that the efforts made to give her a be- 
neficent existence would operate indirectly in 
favour of each town, and even without doing vio- 
lence to each state, much better than if the same * 
work had been undertaken in a direct manner. 
On the other hand, Buenos Ayres was placed 
under a great obligation : she had compromised a 
territory of more thaii a thousand leagues, and a 
peculation of more than six millions of souls, in 
the cause which we call that of independence ; 
and thus contracted the duty of pointing . out the 
road to liberty. The opportunity, therefore, was 
thus presented to her, not only to prove practi- 
cally, that, with judgment and intelligence, that 
great work might be consumniated, but also, that 
by effecting it in a distinguished manner, it would 
enable her to regain with advantage the credit of 
which she had been violently despoiled. 

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT. 

I will not fatigue your attentjion by a minute 
recapitulation of all that has been effected in 
what w^' call the Department of Government ; 
but perhaps you will permit me to give you a 
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general idea of it. Public instruction has been 
very much increased : in each district of the coun* 
try, which in general contains from two to three 
thousand souls, the public treasury has endowed 
a school for the first rudiments: in the dty it 
has formed more than twenty, for youth of 
both sexes ; without including in either enume- 
ratidn a multitude of private schools. A uni- 
versity has been erected, and a college of moral 
sciences established, as well as others for na- 
tural sciences and ecclesiastical studies ; where, 
besides the young men of the city, are educated 
more than a hundred belonging to all the pro- 
vinces of the territory, whose education is defrayed 
by Buenos Ayres by spontaneous compromise. 
Several scientific societies have been formed, and 
the public library has been enriched with works, 
and put under good internal arrangement. The 
administration of justice has been the department 
with which the hand of reform has least meddled : 
nevertheless it has remedied, as far as possible, 
one of the grossest defects of the ancient legis- 
lation ; inasmuch as the judges have now been 
made entirely independent in the exercise of their 
frmctions. Moreover, in a gradual manner, and 
always taking advantage of a fit opportunity, the 
establishment of a correctional code has been at- 
tended to; a system not only unknow^i in the 
ancient legislation, but even among ourselves, until 
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the last three years. As far as my apinion goes, 
I cannot but consider the appointment^ as wdl in 
the city as in the country, of a great number of 
jtieces de hecho, or justices of peace, who for- 
merly did not exist, as a great improvement in 
this department; and the country being sub- 
divided into three departments, these judges re- 
side in the centre of each, attended by a pro- 
fessor of law, who takes cognizance in the first 
instance. In the city two of this class have been 
permanently settled. The liberty of the press, 
which is untrammelled, as in every free country 
in the world, is another guarantee accorded to 
individual rights. In the Department of Benefi- 
cence, arrangements have been made which have 
Essentially meliorated the state of foundlings ; and 
the two hospitals, one for each sex, which are 
built in the city, are managed on the same plan 
as any of the regular establishments of the kind in 
Europe. Besides this, within these three years, 
we have organized a Department of Vaccination, 
placed in correspondence with the Royal Jennerian 
Society of London, under particular regulations, 
detailing the service to be done weekly in the city, 
and, throughout the seasons of the year, in the 
country. As regards the other branches of the 
public service, a Department of General Police has 
been created, with eight subaltern oflicers in the 
country ; one of Architectural Engineers, and ano- 
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ther of Hydraulic Engineers, who direct the public 
works which you see urising, and which, ere long, 
will render my country worthy the attention of 
strangers. In the Department of the Posts important 
changes have taken place : and I conceive myself 
authorised to remind you of the progress daily 
making by the societies of the liberal arts ; and, 
above all, to draw your attention to the happy 
results promised by the nationalization of the 
clergy, since they have been regulated on a uni- 
form principle, subsequently to the suppression of 
the convents; a work which you are better qualified 
to appreciate than I am ; and which, to the honour 
of my country, I am bound to declare, was every 
where effected without the slightest inconvenience. 

DEPARTMENT OF WAR. 

During the three last years, what appertains to 
this Department has been immediately connected 
with that of foreign affairs, which will be treated 
of hereafter ; but, not to deviate from my plan, I 
will now consider it separately. The events of 
the year 1820, although they did not prevent the 
arms of the provinces of Eio de la Plata from 
passing the Andes, and traversing Chile, and thus 
carrjring independence to Peru, that is to say, to 
the only portion of America which remained whol- 
ly in the power of the Spaniards, nevertheless 
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occasioned a complete dislocation of the army 
which remained in that territory. The force whicli 
carried on operations in Upper Peru, stationed in 
Tucuman, three hundred leagues from Buenos 
AyreSy brtdce up into fractional parts, and distri- 
buted itself in the provinces where its influ- 
ence was predominant; and that of the capital 
was completely cashiered, as an unavoidable con*- 
sequencb of the powerful interference which it ex- 
ercised in the domestic dissensions. Under this as- 
pect the military department presented itself, when 
the Government which rules over us was first or- 
ganized. That Government introduced the princi- 
ple, which was unanimously admitted, that the war 
had terminated, as far as Buenos Ajn^es was con- 
cerned; not so much on account of the difficulties 
which such a state of things presented to the re- 
establishment of military subordination, or of the 
dangers to which the recovery of that spirit might 
have exposed public order and the new insti- 
tutions, but principally by reason of the following 
considerations: — 

1st. — Because Spain had long renounced the 
war. with her own arms and resources, inasmuch 
as she was in a state of incapability to supply 
them for that purpose. 

2dly. — ^Because the remains of the armed 
bodies, which were still kept up in America under 
the Spanish colours, were principally composed of 
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natives, and maintained by the country herself 
without any dependence on the mother-country. 

3dly.— Because these bodies did not possess a 
numerical strength sufficient to make it neces- 
sary that whole provinces should concur for their 
destruction. 

4thly. — Because Chile, being free, and the re* 
volution introduced into Peru, it was to be hoped 
that those states, and particularly the second, which 
had recently been engaged in the contest, would 
complete a work so long undertaken without aid 
from the provinces of Rio de la Plata. 

5thly. — Because, independently of all that was 
occurring, as well in the interior as on the part 
rf Spain, in guarantee of the public security, that 
same guarantee obtained more strength by the re- 
establishment of the new government in the Pe^ 
ninsula in 1820, and the credit which the cause 
of independence had universally acquired. 

And, 6thly. — Because it appeared, on the whole, 
so very, easy to put a period to the war by a 
n^otiation, which method was evidently the pre- 
ferable one, in order to spare the residue of the 
lives and fortunes which had been sacrificed by 
both parties, without Spain being a loser in any 
thing. 

I repeat, Sir, that newly formed Government, 
considering all these points, and many more 
which I omit, to avoid being diifuse, having in- 
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troduced that principle, which was unanimously 
admitted, declared, in consequence, that, if an 
army were necessary, its character ought to l3e 
that of a preserver, solely eijijdoyed to guard the 
territory of the nation against the barbarous inha* 
bitants of the frontiers, who have likewise an- 
noyed us greatly. Under this idea a com- 
mencement was made, by abolishing maritime 
privateering, which at the same time went a great 
way in re-establishing the credit of my country 
among foreign and neutral nations. Eventually 
a law was issued, in virtue of winch the great 
body of officers aod chiefs, whom the revolution 
had created, were withdrawn from the service; 
their services, however, being recompensed by 
what we denominate Military Reward, on which 
I shall hereafter dilate, when I come to discuss the 
Department of Finance. Other laws were after- 
wards made for the organization of what by us 
is denominated the Permanent Army ; which<» al- 
though its object is still incomplete, has in a 
great measure fulfilled its intention, and pre- 
sented, for the first time in my country, a con- 
tinued example of respect to the public autho- 
rities. You will perceive, that what hitherto 
had been the exclusive affair of the sword, be- 
came the principal business of the Cabinet: a prin- 
ciple which was in fact acted upon, as will be 
pointed out to ypu in what follows. 

D 2 
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DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS- 

The principle being once adopted that the war 
of independence had ceased, and that the cere- 
mony of finally closing it might be the result of 
a diplomatic negotiation ; it was but natural that 
what reaUy happened should take place, which 
was this: the administration that had formed 
this view of the case, and proclaimed the prin- 
ciple, conceived itself bound to proceed, and ac- 
cordingly it did proceed, in maintaining the rights 
and privileges of an independent state. This it 
was, which gave a beginning to the establish- 
ment of that general basis towards the end of 
1821 : That the authority of the country would 
give no diplomatic or commercial explanations to 
any negotiator who should present himself at the 
head of an armed force^ or without the formalities 
required by the law of nations. A writer in 
Buenos Ayres, at the commencement of 1823, 
analysing that act, said, what doubtless you 
will be pleased to hear : " We perceive that the 
principle which has given rise to that resolution 
is of so elevated a nature, that its observance is 
anterior to the principle even of European di- 
plomacy, which produced the agreements that 
form, at this moment, the conventional law of 
nations ; since, even in the ages in which the ruin 
of the Roman Empire, and the irruption of the 
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Northern tribes, kept Europe in an habitual state 
of warfare, till that state became natural to her 
by the establishment of the feudal system, the re- 
lations, few and imperfect as they then were 
between country and country, were always ex- 
plained and agreed on by commissioners, not only 
divested of the command of armies, but even 
themselves unarmed. Thus, then, the infraction 
of that principle ought so much the more to fix 
the meditation of thCf new states of America, 
as it proceeds from two nations which not only 
are in the front of European civilization,* but 
stand pledged already by public acts, which are 
preparmg the way for the recognition of the 
national independence of the new States. They 



* Among the different cases which might be cited, as 
having occurred in the course of the revolution, I will point 
out solely, as regards France, the mission in IS22 of Baron 
Roussin ; who appeared, commanding a fleet, in the Rio de 
la Plata, claiming the admission of certain explanations rela- 
tive to maritime privateering : and another appeal of the Com- 
mandant of the forces of his said Most Christian Majesty 
stationed in Brazil, in 1823, requiring explanations to be 
given to him concerning our orders of maritime police on 
the Patagonian coast. With respect to England, in the same 
years, 1822 and 1823, the Commander of a ship in our 
river, and the Commodore stationed in Brazil, demanded 
to be recognised as being qualified to enter upon subjects 
of a similar nature ; but all of them were informed of the 
principle acted on, and they withdrew their pretensions. 
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ought, therefore, to take into their consideration 
that, in contradiction to every thing, and even 
to those same acts, such an exception is made 
at a moment when, pelding to the natural force 
of things, to their own interests, and, more than 
all, impelled by the great change in European 
politics, they have recognized and respected the 
existence, dejacto^ of the new states of America. 
Such proceedings then, on the part of the before- 
mentioned nations, ought to be a warning to the 
new nations, and a convincing proof that it 
behoves them promptly not only to settle the 
bases of their international right, (a necessity 
which is also imposed on them by the situation 
of Europe,) but, moreover, to determine, in the 
most precise manner, the principles of American 
politics, (without excluding any state in the list 
of those which bear that name,) and to arrange 
the relations of that policy with Europe herself. 
Besides, it was necessary to commence by shew- 
ing that the Government of the country knew 
their proper position, that of the whole of Ame- 
rica, and even that of Europe herself, includ- 
ing Spain; and it was proper, in the same 
manner, seasonably to display the power of the 
mental intelligence on which reliance had been 
placed for the new direction of affairs. 

With these ideas opened the career of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs. Let us trace its 



DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 39 

history. The United States of North America 
kept in our capital, from, the last months of ] 820, 
a public agent, or chargS d'affaires, with an es- 
pecial mercantile character; but it appears that 
the politics of the Cabinets of Europe obliged 
them to stop short at manifestations, arising from 
their natural and well-known fiivourable incli- 
nation towards these countries. But, the time had 
already arrived to free my country from a situa- 
tion which had tended not a little to produce her 
domestic misfortunes ; that is to say, from a si- 
tuation in which all that had reference to her 
pplitical existence, or to her civil constitution, 
was uncertain ; a position very embarrassing for 
these Governments, and excessively prejudicial to 
the interests of all the nations of Europe ; in 
which light the matter was viewed this year by 
the British ministry. In virtue of that principle, 
long and comprehensive conferences were held 
with the Charg6 d' Affaires of the United States : 
explanations were made on that basis ; and the 
government of Washington were amply fiimished 
with documents, which afterwards played a con- 
spicuous part in the recognition of the indepen- 
dence of all America, in 1823. A Minister 
Plenipotentiary from those States arrived in 
our ciapital in December of the sam.e year ; he 
was received, with the satisfaction which you 
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may easily imagine; and another similar Ml" 
nister was sent by us especially charged to 
promote, in addition to the. many grand prin- 
ciples which that Government has latterly de- 
veloped on the basis of an interest purely Ame- 
rican, the establishment of the following : — 
that none of the new govei^nments of this conti- 
nent should change by violence their limits re^ 
cognised at the time of their emancipation: a 
point which it was indispensably requisite to agi- 
tate in time, to save the new states from being 
compromised in the same way as that of Rio 
de la Plata remains with the government newly 
established in the state of Brazil; which has 
thought fit to retain part of our possessions, as a 
heritage of the house of Braganza, in preference 
to the securing our good will and jMendship. 

I will, not dwell on the very lamentable his- 
tory which this country presents in her ancient 
relations with the Court of Portugal; as, no 
doubt, already in the course of this sketch you 
will sufficiently have perceived it. I will begin 
solely by informing you that in the end of 1821, 
a public agent presented himself in this capital, 
sent by that Court, communicating the recog- 
nition of our independence pronounced by the 
Government of Janeiro ; but that measure was 
accompanied by alarming circumstances. The 
east side of the Rio de la Plata, which bears the 
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name of the Province of Monte Video, had re- 
mained since the year 1817 in the military oc- 
cupation of the troops of Portugal, wherein, at 
first, they entered with the sole purpose, as was 
solemnly declared, of saving their possessions in 
America from the flames of anarchy. But that 
which, till then, had been looked upon as a pro- 
visional occupation, according to official declara- 
tions made to the Government of my country by 
that of Portugal, on its recognition of our in- 
dependence, assumed the appearance of a ma- 
nifest usurpation ; inasmuch as the Portuguese 
government commanded that the wishes of the 
province should be consulted as to its prefer- 
ring to remain incorporated with their domi- 
nions. We will say nothing of the form pre- 
scribed for that investigation, nor of the secu- 
rities for its legality, offered at the point of the 
foreign bayonets, presented to the breasts of the 
inhabitants of the eastern bank. And, as by the 
new principles of the Government of my country, 
it could not be deemed allowable to admit one 
act of honourable distinction in lieu of another 
whose tendency was equally dishonourable and 
unjust, the result was, that the mission of the Por- 
tuguese Government was considered as nugatory 
as if it had not been sent, and its recognition of 
our independence consequently remained without 
acknowledgment. At that time the Court of 
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Portugal returned to Europe ; and it will appear 
to you an extraordinary circumstance that, not- 
withstanding such conduct on the part of the 
Government of my country, it was afterwards 
invited by the ministry of Don Joao VI. from 
Lisbon, to enter into an alliance of Princes ! 

The change of residence of the house of Bra- 
ganza produced what had long been anticipated 
with respect to Brazil. She made herself in- 
dependent in 1822, thus completing the eman- 
cipation of the whole of America ; subjectmg her- 
self to European forms, but partly adopting the 
bases of a Representative System. My country 
then imagined that the time was come when the 
question respecting Monte Video might be discuss- 
ed in a pacific manner. We received a Chargi 
d Affaires sent from Rio de Janeiro, to announce 
to us the establishment of her independence, to 
solicit from us the recognition of it, and to con- 
clude the necessary and natural relations ; and 
when it was to be expected that that new state 
would have b^un by preferring the advantages of 
security and credit^ which are secured to a nascent 
Government by confining itself to its "proper limits^ 
and not infringing on the public right of nations^ 
alarming by a spirit of ambition and a system of 
conquest, states incipient like herself, we found 
that Brazil, under her new form, persisted, de 
facto, in the usurpation of Monte Video, incorpo- 
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rating that province with the rest of the Brazilian 
possessions, emblazoned on the arms of the em- 
pire. The consequence of this was natural, con- 
sidering the principles established in my country ; 
the agent, or chargi, was received, but the recog- 
nition solicited was refiised. In the meantime a 
general disgust began to be felt towards the con- 
duct of the neighbouring state; but as the new 
Administration had found it to be more advis- 
able, for the social welfare of America, not to 
stimulate by a new example the baneful prin- 
ciple, transplanted to this hemisphere by Brazil 
in its independent state, of bringing the sword 
to interfere arbitrarily with international regu- 
lations, it adopted the course dictated by ci- 
vilization and good sense. A public Commis- 
sioner was sent to the empire in 1823, to nego- 
tiate peacefully for the restoration of Monte 
Video to the state to which it had belonged since 
its origin; and to conclude a treaty of durable 
friendship. Every consideration suggested by the 
policy and interest of both nations, well under- 
stood, was laid before the Brazilian Cabinet, 
without excluding the offqr of pecuniary indem- 
nities, (Document E.) ; but it rejected them all ; 
and by that act has sown the seeds of a fu- 
ture bad understanding, which must ultimately 
involve both nations in an acrimonious war- 
fare, unless the principle concerning limits which 
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has been recommended by my country to the 
consideration of the United States, and of the 
Governments of Chile, Peru, and Colombia, be 
previously recognised, and put into practice. 

The events of 1806 and 1807 in Buenos Ayres, 
paved the way for the establishment of the good 
understanding, which has so happily subsisted for 
more than fifteen years, between Great Britain 
and the Provinces of Rio de la Plata. With 
this remark I may couple another, namely, that 
Great Britain is the only nation in Europe 
whose principles, on the part of her Govern- 
ment, and whose friendship, on the part of the 
nation herself, have produced, in my country, an 
uninterrupted predilection in her favour. The 
revolution against Spain strengthened the com- 
mercial relations, which the last viceroy could not 
avoid, though he came chained to maintain the 
laws of the Indies : and, even when no direct 
political relations existed with the British Go- 
vernment, it is agreeable to recollect the ability 
with which its Minister in Brazil, Lord Strang- 
ford, began and kept up an official correspon- 
dence with my country, in a manner as frank 
as it was circumspect. Hence, confidence began 
to assume something like a consistent form ; 
which was brought to perfection, when the 
same nobleman officially declared in 1811, on 
occasion of the armed interference with which 
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the Cabinet of Portugal meddled in our ques- 
tions with Spain, that his government would 
disapprove of that, or of any other sort of inter- 
ference, which the House of Braganza should 
adopt in relation to these matte/s ; from which 
declaration we inferred without the least doubt, 
that, with double reason, it would also disapprove 
of the arbitrary dismemberment which Brazil hiad 
made of the most important part of our territory. 
From these considerations, you will see a jus- 
tification of the anxiety we have manifested, dur- 
ing all the revolution, to legalize the relations of 
both countries ; considering ourselves as free from 
any link which could bind us to Spain, and 
directing all our cares, and the attention of our 
ministers to a point, of which your nation was 
the centre. Such principles, and the frankness 
with which they were unfolded, inspired confi- 
dence, which served as an irresistible incitement. 
I am not, indeed, prepared to say whether the 
practical conduct of the British ministry at home 
towards our agents has, or has not, heen favour- 
able to our pretensions ; but I am convinced, as I 
believe all my country is likewise, that, especially 
after the Congress of Aix-la^Chapelle, when some 
protests were presented by our Minister in Paris 
against the interference which the sovereigns of 
the continent were anxious to introduce in our 
questions with Spain, your government expressed 
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itself, I will not say in accordance with its former 
conduct, but in a manner altogether more flatter* 
ing towards these countries. However, in the 
mean time, as your government did not keep a 
legal representative in our city, with whom we 
might come to an understanding in those difficult 
cases which necessarily occurred, in consequence 
of the frequent and multifarious dealings with 
the individuals of your nation, harmony was 
sometimes for a moment interrupted; as was 
the case in 1823, with the officers of the navy 
stationed in our ports for the armed protection of 
commerce; but I can assure you, that all this 
originated only from forms. The establishment 
this year of a British Consulate in Buenos Ayres, 
and the fortunate selection of you. Sir, to fulfil 
its duties, at the same time that we hailed it as a 
token of the noble and solid principles which dis- 
tinguish your Grovemment, persuaded me that it 
would, in future, preclude the possibility of any 
motive unfortunately arising, to alter the rela- 
tions of commerce, which subsist between both 
countries. 

Almost at the same time that arrangements 
were made in Buenos Ayres to negotiate a peace 
with Spain, according to the principles established, 
it was known that the Constitutional Government 
of Ferdinand had named public commissioners 
who were to be conveyed to America with a simi* 
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kr intent. This obliged us to suspend the de- 
parture of our negotiator ; and in 1823 two indi- 
yiduals, with that character, presented themselves 
in my country, and with pretensions which ap- 
peared not to be dissimilar to those which, on our 
part, had given occasion to a long and expensive 
war. The commissioners were received with the 
spirit of good faith, which the new circumstances 
had engendered^ But as it Was doubted that the 
Cabinet of Madrid had been able to rise su- 
perior to the prejudices of the Spanish nation 
and government, for the same reason it was an- 
ticipated that no arrangement could finally be 
made with these commissioners, which might 
be entirely favourable to the states compromised 
in America by the cause of independence. How- 
ever, amidst these cheerless reflections, it was 
thought necessary to begin, in order to try if 
it were practicable to terminate a negotiation. 
Then it became indispensable to moralize pre- 
viously on every ulterior step, and it was this 
that occasioned the law made by the representa- 
tives of the nation at that very moment, authoriz- 
ing the Government to conclude treaties with 
Spain, but on ihe basis of the rec(^ition of the 
independence, not only of the state of Rio de 
la Plata, but also of all the states of the former 
Spanish America. The results corresponded with 
the calculation. The commissioners of Spain 
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brought instructions only to make treaties of 
commerce, and to transmit to their court all 
other claims, but without concluding any thing 
on the footing of independence. Then was adopt- 
ed the expedient of signing a Convention, (Docu- 
ment F.) which we call Preliminary to the defini- 
tive Treaties of Peace and Friendship with Spain, 
comprehending therein all the other States, and 
solely on the basis prescribed; also binding the 
Government of Buenos Ayres to send a com- 
missioner to Europe, and to negotiate that, in 
like manner, other commissioners might be or- 
dered by the other independent States to sign 
simultaneously a definitive arrangement. With- 
out loss of time. Ministers were sent to the Re- 
publics of Chile, Peru, and Colombia, and an 
especial one to the Spanish General, who occupied 
some provinces of Upper and Lower Peru, to 
arrange the manner of co-operating for that pur- 
pose, according to the terms of the convention. 
The Spanish General evinced no disinclination to 
enter on the business; at least his decision was 
manifest that the convention should take effect as 
regarded the Provinces of Rio de la Plata, con^ 
ceming which the commissioners were evidently 
authorised to act. This was ultimately resisted ; 
because, in the army of the Royalists, there was a 
very considerable party who wished well to abso- 
lute rule, for which so many of their countrymen 



DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 49 

were labouriDg in Spain ; and consequently, from 
that faction little could be expected on the score 
of rationality. The Greneral was forced to pay 
attention to that party; whilst, at the same time, 
as a Constitutionalist, he could not behold with 
indifference the decorous measure which Buenos 
Ayres laid before the Liberals, to endeavour to 
conquer the prejudices of the Spanish nation, by 
offmng to negotiate, in aid of the salvation of her 
principles, a vote of twenty millions of dollars 
among all the American States. But time 
passed, and a multitude of events concurred to 
embarrass the whole plan. Peru, and the forces 
of Colombia, which had come to her assistance, 
remarked the indecision of the Spanish General, 
and continued to resist the hostilities which, in 
the midst of the doubts that perplexed him, he 
carried on among them. In Spain, absolute power 
was rerestablished, and annulled all' the acts of 
the Cortes: and, at last, the Royalists accusing the 
Constitutionalists of Peru of wishing to establish 
an independent empire, both parties broke forth 
in hostility against each other, involving that un- 
fortunate territory in still greater disasters ; and 
adopting, in order reciprocally to give themselves 
satisfaction, the cruel measure of making war on 
us in the most atrocious manner. All hopes then 
were at an end; and nothing was left to the Ame- 
rican Governments, but to regulate themselves on 

E 
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fixed principles ; and thus, for the first time since 
the revolution, to cement their natural relations. 



DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE. 

This department, the improvement in which, 
during the last three jears, is so remarkable, 
ought to constitute an essential portion of this 
Memoir. It arose on these great pillars; namely, 
that the representatives of the nation alone had 
the right to impose contributions, direct or indirect 
taxes, or pecuniary penalties ; and that no autho- 
rity, without the approbation of the representa- 
tives, could order pay, pension, or any outlay of 
the public funds : that an estimate of expenditure 
should annually be presented, and a real account 
of it, in the same period, to the representatives: 
that the proceeds firom every department should 
be made over to an office of collection, for distri- 
bution by another independent office. These 
bases were estaUished by especial laws : and the 
practical part ensured by an enactment of no less 
importance ; namely, that the credits of the Trea- 
sury should be collected with exactness. Now, as 
well before the administration which now governs, 
as in its time, the principal revenues have de- 
pended, and depend, on the Custonhhouse : but 
then, that is to say in 1821, the duties were ex- 
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cessive, and the contraband trade enormous and 
scandalous: and, at present, the greater part of 
the merchandise imported into the country pays 
liflbeen per cent.; those goods which it is wished to 
favour the most, or of which the clandestine in- 
troduction is most apprehended, remaining solely 
at from five to ten per cent. ; and those which, on 
the contrary, are reputed prejudicial, being sub- 
ject to twenty, twenty-five, or thirty per cent. 
It iSi nevertheless necessary to remark, that these 
highest duties have been relinquished or imposed, 
not because we are ignorant that it is absurd to 
imagine that Buenos A3nres can become, through 
that or any other .means, a manufacturing coun- 
try, but because it is prudent sometimes to yield 
somewhat to prejudices. It is likely that, in the 
course of time, all the duties (excepting those 
which fall on brandies, the constimption of which 
ought to diminish) will be reduced to fifteen per 
cent. : it being also important to remark, that the 
fifteen per cent., which at the present moment is 
collected, does not probably amount to twelve on 
the real value, inasmuch as valuation is made with 
a great degree of moderation, and because the 
duties are paid by bills of exchange at forty-five 
or ninety days, and sometimes even at six months, 
the current credit revenue of the country being 
very large. It is well known how inconvenient it 
is to depend on the Custom-house, in the greater 

e2 
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part of its pecuniary contributions, where there is 
no navy ; and, on that account, it is wished gra- 
dually to diminish these duties, and to augment 
the interior imposts, which at present are reduced. 
Till the end of 1 82 1 , duties were collected on goods 
sent into the interior by land, (salidas terrestres) ; 
but these have now been abolished, and those 
which are levied on goods sent from the interior by 
landy (entradas terrestres^) are so impolitic, and 
produce so little, in consequence of the mild man- 
ner of collecting them, that their abolition is very 
likely soon to take place. The duties on maritime 
exportation, (salida maritima,) are as little to be 
justified : but they produce a sum which cannot 
be despised ; and they will therefore be kept in 
operation, until the carrjdng into eflFect of a 
direct tax which has been established, together 
with a system of territorial revenues, the founda- 
tion of which has already been laid. In the 
mean time, it is probable that these duties may 
be restricted to the article of hides alone ; and 
that even thus, if they be collected with accura- 
cy, they will produce double what they do now. 
The amount of the landed property belonging to 
the State is not accurately known: in the city it 
cannot but be considerable ; but in the country 
the lands are so numerous, and the grounds are 
acquiring so great a value, that those which be- 
long to the State will, no doubt, in time, form 
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an important source of emolument for the Trea- 
sury, whether they be reuted gradually, or let, 
as is sometimes done, on lease, at quit-rents, at 
the rate of eighty dollars annually for a square 
league. The duties, and other very arbitrary 
taxes, paid formerly by victualling-houses, have 
been abolished : but as these» united to the net 
proceeds of the Custom-house, did not suffice for 
the expenditure of the former administrations, 
to make up the deficiency, it was usual to have 
recourse to forced loans, (emprestitds forzosos,) 
making use, at the same time, of the private 
funds of many establishments which possessed 
revenues of their own. Such a system has been 
entirely abolished : but as it was necessary to 
establish public credit, the debts of the- whole 
State were taken for a basis, consisting of forced 
loans, salaries, supplementary disbursements, and, 
in short, of all kinds of claims against the State 
before and after 1810 ; and funds were created 
from the four and six per cents. ; that is to say, 
two millions from the four, and three fi*om the 
six ; one and a half being only wanting, out 
of two millions more, completely to satisfy all 
the demands which have been proved to exist 
against the Treasury. Among these funds is 
included the money which has been expended in 
rewarding the officers and chiefs of the army of 
Independence, by means of which the State has 
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been able not only to recompense a great service 
in an adequate manner, but also to enable these 
persons to dedicate themselves to industry, by the 
payment of r^ular sums* Notwithstanding this, 
with the moderate revenues, such as they are set 
down in the accompanying statement, (Document 
G.) not only are 9II the expenses of the army 
paid monthly, and those of the civil list quarterly, 
iilcluding extraordinary expenses ; but also, each 
quarter, interest is paid on the consolidated debt. 
At the end of the last month of May, a tenth 
part of the principal of the five millions already 
mentioned was applied to form a sinldiig fund ; and 
it will doubtless give you pleasure to hear, that, 
when the bills which represent those consdidated 
funds were issued for the first time, they sold, 
those of the six at twenty-eight, and those of the 
four in proportion ; and that, at present, the first 
are at from seventy to seventy-six. A loan has 
been contracted with merchants of this city for 
five millions, at seventy per cent. ; and they are to 
negotiate the fimds in England : which loan is to 
be laid out in the establishment of cities in the 
province on the southern coast, extending to Pa- 
tagonia, in the formation of a harbour, and in 
other great objects of that nature ; provided the 
money be not required for the conclusion, by the 
sword, of the war of Independence. I likewise feel 
great pleasure in informing you that the Bank of 
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Discounts, (Banco de Descuentos,) instituted at 
Buenos Ayres in the, year 1822, and which 
acts independently of the Government, having 
already completed the capital of a million of dol- 
lars — the sum to countervail the paper in its pos- 
session — ^has been enabled to take on itself the 
business of n^otiating that loan, by reason of 
the credit it has obtained at home and abroad. 



CONCLUSION. 

I have now. Sir, completed the work of detail ; 
and it only remains for me to inform you of other 
circimistances in general, which will not fail ma- 
terially to assist in the important completion of 
your objects, and to facilitate the deductions 
which it will be your business to make from the 
contents of this exposition. 

The plan of practical organization, which has 
been effected in Buenos Ayres during the three 
last years, has produced in the interior the two 
great advantages which were the aim of the in- 
telligent persons placed at the head of it. In 
Buenos Ayres, at present, all is order, all is pros- 
perity ; and the liberty compatible with one and 
the other is enjoyed, which was our final object in 
spilling the blood of more than two hundred thou- 
sand persons. You, Sir, were present on the first 
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l^al change of the public administration, which 
took place in April of this year. I leave yon 
to pass your own judgment on that event ; but 
you will allow me at least to observe, that 
to say it happened is equivalent to saying that 
the new institutions have struck deep root, and 
that we are not, as it is asserted, condemned 
to live in eternal anarchy. And truly, not- 
withstanding that in Buenos Ayres all the re- 
mains of a long revolution have been concen- 
trated, and the country received in charge after 
so many changes and shocks ; notwithstanding 
the odious character which is ever attached to 
all measures of reform, and, above all, to ours, 
which have not been rendered available but by 
destroying and again building up ; in fine, not- 
withstanding our arrival at this state of things, 
without the public authorities having attempted 
to maintain themselves by force of arms — order 
has subsisted for a period of three years, and the 
change has been such as to offer convincing proofs 
that the blessing will be perpetuated with our 
institutions.^ 

* The present administration is composed of the following 
persons : General Don Juan Gregorio de las Heras, who 
served in the armies of Independence, from 1813 till 1822, 
in the provinces of Rio de la Plata, in Chile, and in Peru, 
in the situation of Governor ; Don Manuel J. Garcia, re- 
elected Minister Secretary of Finance, charged with the de- 
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This was our first object. The second has 
likewise been attained. The example of Buenos 
Ayres has spread among the sister cities and 
independent States, illuminating like a torch. 
It is not my place to speak of the latter; but 
with regard to the former, I will inform you of all 
circumstances, in their appropriate order. — The 
cities situated in the quarter of Paraguay, on the 
banks right and left of the river Parana, namely, 

partments of the Government and Foreign Affairs ; General 
Don Francisco Cruz, re-elected Minister Secretary of War 
and Marine. But I think it necessary to inform you that 
Don Bernardino Rivadavia excused himself from continuing 
in the Ministerial employments which he formerly held, 
notwithstanding his having been thrice officially invited to 
fill them again. I will not attempt to discuss the reasons 
which withheld him : time will, probably, unravel those which 
will justify the object of this resolution on the part of Don 
Bernardino Rivadavia; but meanwhile I must take the li- 
berty to copy the last reply which he gave. 

" Buenos Ayres, May 11th, 18^4. 

** The undersigned has just received the note dated this 
day, addressed by the chief officer of the departments of 
Foreign Affairs and of the Government, charged especially 
with the Despatch department, in which he is informed of 
the superior resolution of that date, whereby His Excellency 
the Governor has had the goodness to honour him, by naming 
him his Military Secretary in the departments of Foreign 
Affairs and of the Government. 

'* The undersigned requests the chief officer to be pleased 
to inform His Excellency, that in the two conferences which 
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Santa Fe, Entre Rios, Corrientes, and Misiones, 
bordering on the east side of the Rio de la Plata^ 
haTe fought strenuously against Spain ; but they 
fought more against the public quiet when a 
spirit of anarchy took possession of them, as you 
may collect from the exposition which Mr. Rod- 
ney, a citizen of the United States, presented 
to his Government in 1818; but in all this last 
period not a single shot has been fired there in 



he held with the Governor, on the subject of the continuation 
of his services, he thinks he sufficiently explained the causes 
and considerations which have irrevocably decided him to 
decline all public employments, strengthened, moreover, by 
an invincible conviction that he was thereby preparing for 
his country seasonable and fertile benefits. 

" He therefore confines himself, in reply, to the as- 
surance that it is impossible for him to avail himself of 
the confidential offer with which he has been honoured, and 
that it is beyond all expression painful to him not to be able 
to serve His Excellency in the manner which he wishes in 
hi^ so noble and worthy undertaking ; but that he will be at 
his superior command in all that his strength and his prin- 
ciples permit. Meanwhile he requests him to deign to 
receive the most ardent wishes which he now makes, and 
ever will make, for the completion of the objects entrusted 
to his command, for the prosperity of his govemmenti and 
for the felicity of his meritorious person. 

'' The chief officer will also be pleased to receive, in return 
for his salutation, the most gratefiil acknowledgments of 

** Bernabdino Rivaoavia. 
" To the Chief Officer, Don Ygnacio Nunez" 
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civil war; and now each of these provinces, 
preserving the strictest relations with Buenos 
Ayres, governs itself, as much as is possible, 
on the bases of the representative system, with 
a governor removable at will, and a repre- 
sentation elected according to the forms of the 
law. In the quarter of Peru, Cordova, Bioja, 
Tucuman, Santiago del Estero, Catamarca, Salta, 
and Tufui, borderii^ on Fotosi, in some more 
and in others less, some of the new principles have 
been introduced,' and now they remain inaccessible 
to domestic divisions. In the quarter of the 
Andes, San Luis, Mendoza, and San Juan, bor- 
dering on Chile, incredible progress has been 
made in reform, with the satisfaction of thinking 
that not a shot has been discharged there in in- 
ternal dissensions. If more has not been effected 
among them, it must be attributed solely to want 
of direction, inasmuch as the principles have 
germinated, and will undoubtedly be brought to 
bear fruit, throughout the whole, when the im- 
pulse becomes geneY*al and uniform. 

Under such auspices, Buenos Ayres occu- 
pies herself, in the present day, after having at- 
tained her two grand objects, in re-uniting aU the 
provinces, and in effecting what we call the re- 
installation of the National Body. This work 
has been preparing during a twelvemonth, by a 
deputation sent to each dty to smooth the way 
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for it : and you already know. Sir, that at present 
elections are made, in all the territory, of repre- 
sentatives, who must assemble within two months 
in Buenos Ayres, to constitute the General Go- 
yemment, to the number corresponding with a 
population of half a million of souls, that is, be- 
tween thirty and forty members, according to the 
bases generally admitted; whereas the province 
of Monte Video, which remains in the usurped 
possession of Brazil, and that of El Paraguay, 
which keeps itself aloof, awaiting the issue, of the 
cause of independence, as well as Upper Peru, as 
far as the Desaguadero, in the military occupa- 
tion of the enemy, do not concur in sending 
members. The plan of practically organizing the 
country, because that system is supported by our 
own experience, and is likewise the most power- 
ful, after the pattern presented to us by the great 
nation to which you belong, will, I suppose, be 
found preferable to constituting ourselves theo- 
retically, like France in other times, and like 
Portugal and Spain at present ; and better also 
than that of not innovating on what the mother- 
country has left to us ; for it is most certain, as 
already has been seen, that she leaves us nothing 
but necessities to be supplied, very different from 
what England bequeathed to the United States of 
North America. In this particular you will re- 
ceive much information from the Document H. 
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It is probable that preference will be given to the 
establishment of the national fund ; and to the idea 
of making the interior rivers naSdgable, of which 
that document treats, the contents of which were 
prepared by the last administration : and also to 
the idea of erecting a Mint, and forming a society 
in England for the exploring and working of our 
rich and ill-managed mines. But, above all, the 
principal business of the National Body, I imagine, 
will be the recovery of the province of Monte 
Video by the first means which offer, without ex- 
cluding the recourse to war ; and the conclusion 
of peace with Spain ; assuming for that purpose 
a respectable attitude as to force and resources. 
And the nation, rely on it. Sir, will assume that 
attitude ; for although the military spirit has sub- 
sided, on account of the manifold misfortunes which 
have befallen us, and from the tendency of the 
institutions of the country, yet there has been no 
falling off in the feelings of independence and of 
honour. Even now, when the provinces exist 
without- any social relation, you are aware that, 
in consequence of the last occurrences in Peru, 
and the torpid obduracy of Spain, the formation 
of an army was planned, and has been effected, 
which has hitherto resisted all the attempts of a 
new invasion by the enemy ; and a similar plan is 
preparing to be introduced in our provinces of 
Upper Peru, with a force of from ' three to four 
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thousand men; while, in the mean time, the 
organization of another force, not less than four 
thousand, is going rapidly forward in Buenos 
Ayres. When the nation is re-united, to these 
r^ular forces will be added from about a thou- 
sand to fifteen hundred men, who are now in 
Entre Jlios, Corrietxtes, and Santa Fe ; a thou- 
sand in Cordova ; as many more between Santiago 
and Tucuman; besides those who can be with- 
drawn from the quarter of the Andes, as that 
district abounds with men well fitted and avail- 
able for war. If that be not sufficient, without 
including the co-operation of Chile, Peru, and 
Colombia, more men will be collected; because 
in my country every man is a soldier, when the 
question between Spain and America comes to be 
agitated; which opinion is not invalidated by 
what the Ministry of Madrid have lately been 
graciously pleased to say with regard to the dis- 
positions entertained in its favour on the part 
of those whom it calls sensible Americans. All 
the population, independent of the regular troops, 
are subject to active military duties, trained to 
arms, and possessed of a spirit of prowess which 
on all trpng occasions they eminently exhibit^ 
and which never fails to be increased in the field 
of battle. 

I have now finished ; and sincerdy hope you 
may find in this sketch all that is requisite to 
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satisfy your wishes : that is, indeed, my principal 
object ; but I hope also that your Government, 
finding some foundation to support the principles 
which it has now adopted in regard to us, will 
be persuaded of the accuracy of this Memoir. 
If Buenos Ayres, after the short lapse of three 
years of peace, has cancelled the opprobrious epi- 
thets of incapacity and disposition to anarchy, 
which were afiixed to her by Spain and the con- 
tinental powers of Europe, a real peace, which 
should give to that so considerable portion of the 
globe a political recognised existence^ would very 
soon cause it to deserve the consideration of the 
world. It appears to me. Sir, that if Europe 
would but renounce the idea of thwarting the 
spirit of the revolution in America, and save us 
from the expenditure of more time, blood, and 
treasure in war, I might fearlessly guarantee 
the security that soon, very soon, the New World 
would cease to be in a situation embarrassing to 
herself or even prejudicial to the interests of the 
nations of the Old. 

I salute you with the same affectionate consi- 
deration, and with the same interest, with which 
I have always felt myself honoured in calling 

myself. 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Ygnacio Nunez* 
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DOCUMENT A. 

CHAPTER I. 
LAW OF ELECTIONS.* 

Abticle 1. The election of the Representa- 
tives, who are to complete the extraordinary and 
constituent representation, shall be direct* 

2. Every free man, a native of the country, 
or one admitted to the privileges of a denizen 
thereof, from the age of 20 years, or previously 
if he shall have been emancipated, shall be qua^ 
lified to elect. 

3. Every citizen above 25 years, who possesses 
a real estate, or property acquired by industry, 
may be elected. 

4. The city shall elect four deputies. 

* The powers which by this law are given to the mem- 
bers of the municipality, or town-council, are similar to those 
of the Justices of Peace, established latterly in districts where 
the institution of town-councils has fallen entirely into disuse. 

F 2 
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5. The elections of the city shall take place in 
eight assemblies. 

6. The assemblies shall be held in the parishes 
Catedral, Colegio, San Nicolas, Socorro, Piedad, 
Monserrat, Concepcion, and San Telmo. 

7. A member of the municipality shall open 
each assembly, 

8. The Alcaldes of Wards, (Alcaldes de Barrio,) 
and their deputies, are required to assist at the 
opening of the, assemblies, and to invite thereto, 
each firom his respective district, all the indivi- 
duals qualified to elect. 

9. The first act of the assemblies, subsequent 
to the opening, shall be the nomination, by a plu- 
rality of the votes present, of a President and four 
Scrutineers. 

10. The President elect, and the four Scruti- 
neers, shall take an oath to fulfil the duties of 
their office, in presence of the member of the 
municipality ; who, after installing them in their 
situations, shall cease from his functions. 

11. The President, and the four Scrutineers, 
shall form the Board of the electoral assembly. 

12. The powers of the Board consist in ex- 
cluding all persons who are not qualified to elect, 
in conformity with the second article ; in declar- 
ing the invalidity of the votes given for persons 
who are not eligible by the enactment of the 
third article ; and in observing the following :— 
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13, The votes shall be verbal, and given by the 
voters themselves. 

14.» Two of the Scrutineers must keep, each of 
them separately, a register, in which shall be 
written the Christian name, surname, and place of 
abode of the voter, and only the Christian name 
and surname of the persons for whom he votes. 

15. In each assembly of the. city, votes shall be 
given for the twelve representatives. 

16. The voting shall commence at ten in the 
morning, and finish at four in the afternoon. 

17. From four till five, the Board of each as- 
sembly and the individuals composing that as- 
sembly who choose to be present, shall make their 
respective scrutiny, note it at the bottom of the 
register, and sign it. 

18. The difference which may exist between 
the two registers shall be adjusted by the Presi- 
dent and the other two Scrutineers. 

19. From five till six, the Presidents of the 
assemblies, with a Scrutineer from each of them, 
shall repair to the principal hall, where they shall 
form the Central Board, at which the Alcalde, who 
superintends the first voting, will preside, and the 
Secretary of the town-council perform the legal 
acts. 

20. The Central Board shall examine the re- 
sult of the eight scrutinies, and proclaim those to 
be elected who obtain the plurality of suffrages ; 
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and, in case of equality, it shall decide, also by a 
plurality of the individuals who form it : and the 
minuie of these proceedings being signed, the 
Board shall break up. 

21. The Alcalde^ who superintends the first 
voting, shall cause two attestations of the minute 
of proceedings to be taken : one of which shall be 
deposited in the archives of the towflHCouncil ; 
with the other he shall make his rq)ort to the 
Oovemment : and the roisters and original mi- 
nute of proceedings he shall send to the office of 
the Junta of Representatives. 

22. The Governor, previously concurrii^ with 
the President of the Representative Junta, shall 
inform the persons elected of their respective no- 
mination, and indicate to them the day and hour 
wheii they are to present themselves to enter on 
their functions. 

23. The Junta of Representatives shall take 
cognizance of resignations. 

24. The substitution for resignations admitted, 
or other incidental ones, shall be ^ected by the 
primary assemblies, in the same manner as is ar- 
ranged for the general nomination. 
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CHAPTER IL 



Article 1. The elections of the country shall 
be regulated according to the tenor of the articles 
of the preceding chapter, in all that is not except- 
ed by the following articles : — 

2. The country shall elect eleven representa- 
tives, for the same jurisdictions for which the ac- 
tual representatives are nominated. 

3. The Presidents of the electoral assemblies of 
the country shall be the Alcaldes in their respective 
jurisdictions, who shall in like manner open them, 
and receive the oath of the Scrutineers. 

4. For the election which belongs to two juris- 
dictions, there shall be an assembly in each of 
them, and the Central Board shall meet in the 
most ancient parish ; in the election for which 
three or more jurisdictions concur, the Central 
Board shall hold its sitting in the one situated 
nearest to the centre of the whole. 

6. The term within which the members of the 
Central Board are to assemble, for the elections of 
the country which demand two or more assem- 
blies, shall be fixed by the Governor. 

6. The Governor shall give the necessary orders, 
to the end that the establishment of Patagonia 
may elect a representative : and let that decree be 
carried into full effect. 
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DOCUMENT B- 

INVIOLABILITY OF PEOPEETY. 

To His Excellency the Governor and Captain-General of the 
Provinces. 

The Honourable Junta, in the session of the 
4th current, has taken into consideration your 
Excellency's note of the 14th of last month, to- 
gether with the minute of the decree accompany- 
ing it, relative to establishing the inviolability of 
property, and has sanctioned the following ar- 
ticles : — 

Article 1. No other authority than that of the 
representatives of the province shall be competent 
to establish a contribution or impost of any kind, 
direct or indirect, or any pecuniary penalty. 

2. No authority, without the approbation of 
the representatives, shall be competent to order 
pay, pension, or any expenditure of the public 
funds. 

3. The Government is under obligation to pre- 
sent, in the last month of each year, an estimate 
of the expenses and means for the ensuing year ; 
and, in the first month of that year, the account 
of expenditures during the preceding. 

And, by order of the Honourable Junta, this is 
communicated to your Excellency for your infor- 
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mation and subsequent guidance. — God preserve 
you many years. 

Hall of the Sessions in Buenos Ay res, 5tb Sept. 1821. 

(Signed) Diego Estanilao Zavaleta, 
President. 
Pedro Medrano, Secretary 
of Votes. 



To His Excellency the Governor and Captain-General of the 
Provinces. 

The Honourable Junta of Representatives of 
the province of Buenos Ayres, exercising the ordi- 
nary and extraordinary sovereignty with which it 
is invested, has resolved on and decreed, with all 
the validity and force of law, the article of the 
following tenor : — 

** The inviolability granted to property by the 
law of the province extends to all kinds of it in 
the territory, to whatever part thereof it may 
belong.'* 

And, by order of the Honourable Junta, this is 
communicated to your Excellency for your infor- 
mation and respective publication. — God preserve 
you many years. 

Hall of the Sessions in Buenos Ayres, 11th June, 1822. 
(Signed) Ramon Diaz, President, 

Jose Severo Mala via. 
Secretary. 
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DOCUMENT C. 

DECREE RELATIVE TO THE PUBLICATION OF 
THE ACTS OF GOVERNMENT, 

Buenos Ayres, 24th August, 1824. 

The system of publishing laws, orders, and de- 
crees, by means of proclamation, does not give the 
necessary publicity. The method of circulars al- 
ways retards communication, increases the labour 
of the offices, and is liable to inconveniences more 
or less serious, as well by reason of incidental 
occurrences in the management, as on account of 
involuntary omissions. Some measure, undoubt- 
edly, would be preferable, calculated to remove 
these inconveniences, by combining the means of 
presenting every public functionary with a collec- 
tion^ in which not only the general determination 
should be met with, but wherein also all those 
should be included, with the tenor of which 
compliance is recommended to him. The Go- 
vernment anxiously wishes to give to its pro- 
ceedings the greatest publicity, to the end that 
all and each of the citizens may be advised of 
its operations, and enabled to judge of them. For 
that purpose it decrees what follows : — 

Article 1. An Official Register ^^ be organised 
and published under the direction of the Ministry 
of Government. / 

2. The Register shall be composed of all the 
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laws, decrees, and orders, of a general tendency, 
or which deimind a circular bommunication. 

3. In the Register no notibes §hall be inserted, 
nor any article which tends to explanation or to 

discussion. 

4. The departments of War and Finance shall 
transmit, at a proper time, to the departments of 
Government, authenticated copied of all which be- 
longs to them to publish. 

5. Every thmg inserted in the Register shall 
be considered to be officially communicated aind 
published. 

6. A copy of the Official Register shall be trans- 
mitted to all the corporations and public func- 
tionaries. 

7. The publication by means of proclamations 
and circulars is suppressed. 

(Signed) Bernaudino Rivadavia, 

Manuel Jose Garcia, 
Antonio Luis Beruta. 



DOCUMENT D. 

LAW OF AMNESTY. 

Note of the Government to the Hall of Repre-^ 
sentatives. 

The three Secretaries will have the satisfaction 
to present to your Honours, the original official 
letter received last night from General Don Jose 
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de San Martin, dated from the city of los Reyes ; 
and they will also felicitate the honourable repre- 
sentation on such a fevoiu^able event. 

At last has been accomplished the noble vow 
made by Buenos Ayres on the 25th of May, 1810, 
which it has succeeded in maintaining, with so 
much magnanimity, against all the vicissitudes of 
fortune during the space of eleven years. The 
States of the continent are independent. That 
they may be free and happy is now the heartfelt 
wish of this province. But meanwhile it ap- 
pears, that it owes to itself to shut out for ever 
the recollection of the revolution, on the very 
day whereon it witnesses the accomplishment of its 
first object. In order, however, more thoroughly 
to enjoy the benefit of such painful sacrifices, it 
is necessary to forget tbem, and, if possible, not to 
bear any longer in remembrance either the dcts 
of ingratitude, or the errors, or the infirmities, 
which have degraded mankind and afflicted the 
country, in this so great and famous undertaking. 
On this account, the Government has thought 
that it would act worthily by proposing, on this 
occasion, the annexed project of a law, with the 
discussion of which it charges the said Secretaries. 
— God preserve your Honours many years. 
Buenos Ayres, 27th September, 1821. 

(Signed) Martin Rodriguez, 

Bb,rnardino Rivadavia. 

To the Honourable Junta of Representatives. 



LAW OF AMNESTY. 77 

PROJECT OF THE LAW OF AMNESTY. 

The Junta of Representatives of the province 
of Buenos Ayres, exercising the ordinary and ex- 
traordinary sovereignty vjrith which it is invested, 
has resolved on and decreed, with all the value 
and force of law, the following 

SOLE ARTICLE. 

Criminal informations, instituted on account of 
political opinions anterior to this day, shall not 
preclude any person from the full enjoyment of 
the security which the law accords, in the pro- 
vince of Buenos Ayres, to persons and property. 
(Signed) Rivadavia. 



RESOLUTION OF THE HALL OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES ON THE LAW OF AMNESTY. 

The Honourable Junta having taken into con- 
sideration, in various sessions, the note of your 
Excellency, dated 2d of September last, and the 
project of the law which accompanied it, relative 
to criminal informations instituted on account of 
political opinions anterior to that day, not pre- 
cluding any person from the full enjoyment of the 
security which the law accords, in the province of 
Buenos Ayres, to persons and property, has re- 
solved as follows : — 

I. The law of amnesty, presented by the 
Government to the Provincial Representation for 
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its approval, shall again be taken into considera- 
tion at the expu*ation of four months, resckoning 
from the 6th day of October last past. 

2. In the mean time, all those shall be re- 
stored to the country who have been separated 
from it without any legal process, by express 
order of the Government, delivered by virtue of 
the extraordinary powers granted by the Honour- 
able Junta on the 6th October of the year last past. 

3. Those may return to the province who 
voluntarily absented themselves flrom it, iu order 
to shelter themselves from the perils of the po- 
pular commotions. 

4. What is in the two foregoing articles does 
not apply in favour of those who, during the time 
of their absence, have adopted measures or formed 
projects of conspiracy against the government and 
tranquillity of the province ; neither does it bene- 
fit officers who have deserted from their colours. 

And, by prder of the same Honourable Junta, 
this is communicated to your Excellency for your 
information and subsequent government. — God 
preserve your Excellency many years. 

Hall of Representatives in Buenos Ay res, 
9th November, 1821. 

(Signed) Valentin Gomez, President. 
Pedro Andres Garcia, 
Secretary of Votes pro tempore. 
To the Most Excellent the Governor 
and Captain-general of the Province. 
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LAW OF AMNESTY. 

The Government has received the following 
communication : — 

** In the sesdon of last night the Honourable 
Junta of Representatives of this province sanc^ 
tioned the following law : — 

" SOLE ARTICLE. 

'* Criminal informations, instituted on account 
of political opinions anterior to this day, shall not 
preclude any person from the ftdl enjoyment 
of" the security which the law accords, in the pro- 
vince of Buenos Ayres, tn persons and property. 

" By order of the aforesaid Honourable Junta, 
this is communicated to your Excellency for your 
information, respective publication, and corres- 
ponding measures. — God preserve your Excellency 
many years. 

(Signed) " Juan Jose Paso, President. 

" Jose Seveko Malavia, 

Secretary. 
" Hall of Representadves in Baeiios Ayres, 
7th May, 1822. 
** To the Most Excellent the Governor 
and Captain-general of the Province." 



Buenos Ayres, 8th May, 1822. 
By virtue of the preceding communication, the 
Government has resolved on and decreed : — 
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1. Let it be inserted in the Official Register, 
and let it be complied with. 

2. The second article of the decree of the 13th 
of November, 1821, is revoked. 

3. The revocation established by the foregoing 
article shall be promulgated by especial communi- 
cation to those whom it concerns. 

4. The Minister Secretary of Grovemment is 
charged with the execution of this decree, which 
shall be inserted in the Official Register. 

(Signed) Rodriguez. 

Bernardino Rivadavia. 



ADDITIONAL SHEET TO THE OFFICIAL REGIS- 
TER, NO 4 OF BOOK IV. 



DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. — NEGO- 
TIATION WITH BRAZIL. 

(.DOCUMENT C.) 

Buenos A yres, 2l8t April, 1824. 

The Government has resolved on ,and de- 
creed — 

1. With reference to the deliberation of this 
date, in an additional sheet to No. 4, of the Offi- 
cial Register of this year, let publication be made 
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of the principal documents of the correspondence 
between the Commissioner at the Court of Brazil, 
and the Minister of the said Court, on the evacu- 
ation of the province of Monte Video. 

2. Let it be circulated through all the pro- 
vinces with reference to the beiforementioned deli- 
beration, reserving all other points till the time 
when the new Governor elect shall have entered 
on his command. 

(Signed) Bernardino Rivadavia. 



MEMORANDUM, 

Presented by the Commissioner of the Government 
of Buenos AyreSi at the Court of Brazil, to the 
Minister of State in the department of Foreign 
Affairs of the said Court. 

When Buenos Ayres, capital of the ancient 
viceroyalty of La Plata, raised the shout of insur- 
rection, in the month of May 1810, against the 
despotic government of Spain — the greater part of 
which country at that period was occupied by 
French troops — and when, overthrowing the au- 
thorities of the mother-country, she organized a 
provisional government, and placed herself at the 
head of the new order of things, the natural con- 
sequence ensued; and other provinces, repeating an 
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echo of her voice, and displaying the same senti- 
ments> hastened to strengthen their relations with 
her, and to obey the authorities which superseded 
those of his Catholic Majesty and their subaltern 
functionaries. In proportion as the ties which 
united them to the ancient mother-country were 
severed, those were more closely knitted which 
previously had linked them among themselves. 
The same complaints which they uttered in that 
moment, on account of the oppressions of three 
centuries, combined with the necessity of defend- 
ing themselves, compromised anew their rights and 
wishes; and the social compacfwhich already ex- 
isted between them, far from being subject to alter- 
ation, received a still greater degree of le^ility 
and solidity. In a word, these provinces became 
essentially constituted as a nation, at the very mo- 
ment when they shook oflF the yoke of the ancient 
mother-country ; in the same manner as those of 
Brazil entered into that rank, from the hour of 
the publication of the Act which proclaimed their 
independence from Portugal. 

The province of Monte Video distinguished her- 
self in her sentiments in favour of the cause of the 
revolution, and in her efforts to second the enter- 
prise of Buenos Ayres. In her capital, the embers 
of commotion were speedily blown into a flame, 
which unfortunately wias quenched by the Spa- 
nish authorities. Nevertheless, the opinion of 
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the propriety of a union with the other pro- 
vinces discovered itself, and was unfolded more 
and more, amidst the same difficulties, till it be- 
came generally diffused amoi^ aU Americans, or 
the greater part of them. The towns in the coun- 
try became convulsed in different points, and, 
emancipating themselves from the force which 
of^ressed them, hastened forthwith to become obe- 
dient to the general Grovemment. For the same 
purpose, the most distinguished individuals emi- 
grated from that side ; and among them the officers 
of the army, Don Jose de Rondeau, and Don Jose 
de Artigas, who, after having paid their respects to 
the authorities, returned decorated and invested 
with the rank of lieutenant-colonels, and entrusted 
with the command of the troops which were 
already on their march for that destination, and 
whose ranks were to be reinforced by the re- 
mains of the army of Paraguay. When those 
forces had crossed the Uruguay, the divisions of 
patriot volunteers, who had mustered in the coim- 
try and placed themselves under the orders of the 
general-in-chief, were immediately incorporated 
with them. The army marched without farther 
opposition, and the victory of Las Piedras, gained 
by its vanguard under the command of Lieutenant- 
colonel Artigas, left it master of the whole coun- 
try, even to the walls of Monte Video. 

The authority of the Supreme Government esta- 
g2 
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biished in Buenos Ayres, was then acknowledged 
throughout the extent of that country. From all 
quarters felicitations were addressed to it, accom- 
panied by protestations of union, fidelity, and obe- 
dience. All the persons employed, received from 
it new commissions ; and the officers of the army, 
as well of the veterans as of the militia, were pre- 
sented with the promotions of which the victory 
of Las Piedras had made them worthy. The 
eastern country retained itself, since that period, 
on the same footing of unity as the provinces of 
Corrientes, Entre Rios, Cordova, Mendoza, Tucu- 
man, Salta, Chuquisaca, Cochabamba, and La Paz ; 
which, already free from the enemy, composed the 
integral parts of the new State. 

The defeat of the patriotic army of Peru at that 
time obliged the Grpvemment to withdraw the 
troops from the siege of Monte Video, and to 
conclude an armistice with the Governor of the 
fortress. This was the moment when Colonel 
Artigas began to show indications of insubordina- 
tion towards the supreme authority, by which he 
had been confirmed in the rank of Major-general 
of the army ; to which he himself had formerly 
addressed the official despatch communicating the 
victory of Las Piedras; and from which, as a 
reward for that victory, he received the rank of 
Colonel. 

That Chief, discontented with the armistice, 
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did not follow the anny to Buenos Ayres, and 
kept a position on the Uruguay, at the head of 
the provincial militia. Nevertheless they con- 
tinued their relations with that capital ; and he 
was constantly assisted with the necessary suc- 
cours, until, hostilities breaking out anew with 
the Grovemment of Monte Video, a respectable 
army was despatched a second time to that side of 
the river, commanded by the representative of the 
Supreme Government, Don Manuel Sarrat^a, who 
ultimately remained under the orders of General 
Don Jose de Rondeau. The militias under the 
command of Colonel Artigas co-operated in the new 
siege of the fortress; and, although the conduct of 
that chief was always arbitrary and alarming. 
General Rondeau was acknowledged and obeyed 
throughout the campaign. The war was carried 
on with such success, that, immediately on the 
defeat of the squadron of Monte Video by that 
of the United Provinces, the fortress was given 
up to the besieging General; and, his troops 
having occupied it, authorities, named by the 
general Government, were established in it. 

It is not to be dissembled, that at this time the 
insubordination of Colonel Don Jose Artigas as- 
sumed a more decided appearance, which com- 
pelled the General-in-chief to cause him to be 
pursued, to the satisfaction of all the proprietors 
of the country, by a part of the same forces 
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who had occupied the fortress of Monte Video. 
Results unfortunately favoured his disobedience ; 
and the Government of Buenos Ayres were ne- 
cessitated to leave that province at his disposal, 
in order to turn its forces against the common 
enemy, whose movements it was necessary to 
confine to Peru. 

Colonel Artigas, then become master of the 
eastern side of the river, and of the resources 
which it presented to him, displayed his resent- 
ment against the Government of Buenos Ayres ; 
and events were concatenated in such a manner, 
that hostilities, the operations of which are mat- 
ter of notoriety, became unavoidable between the 
two provinces. Nevertheless, the eastern State 
remained firm to its first resolution — of form- 
V^ ing one nation with the provinces of the ancient 

\ viceroyalty; and even Artigas did not in the 

least oppose, by any of his measures, a determi- 
nation which in part had entered into the scope 
of his own sacrifices. Opinion, it is true, became 
divided on an important question — as to the form 
of government which ought to be adopted by 
the new State; the preference being given on 
that side to a federal government like that of 
the United States. This discrepancy of opinions 
retarded the organization of the State, and, fa- 
vouring the private passions of that Chief, gave 
him an opportunity to tyrannize over that province 
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with the excesses of his despotism, till it was 
taken possession of by the Portuguese troops. 

From this plain narrative, arranged according 
to the reality of the events, it is deduced that the 
eastern side for some length of time remained 
entirely under a private government, or, more 
properly speaking, under the tyrannical despotism 
of Colonel Artigas ; but that at no time was any 
solemn act put in force to break off the national 
unity with these provinces, consolidated with new 
efforts in the first periods of the revolution. Its 
dissensions with Buenos Ayres can only be con- 
^ered in the light of domestic and partial dif- 
ferences, such as have subsequently unexpectedly 
occurred in the other provinces ; but which do not 
involve in their results a complete dissolution of 
the State, nor the dismemberment of its national 
territory. Thus it is, that, while they are governed 
provisionally by particular and independent Go- 
vernments of their own, they are preparing their 
political re-organization, acknowledging as a basis 
the territorial unity which they have preserved. 
That is the precise situation in which, at this 
moment, the eastern side ought to be viewed ; and 
in that situation it was when it was taken pos- 
session of by the troops of his Most Faithful 
Majesty inasmuch, as at that period it had not 
ceased to be an integral part of the territory bf 
the provinces of La Plata, On that account it 
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was, that the Supreme Director of Buenos Ayres 
considered himself at that time called on to re- 
quest explanations fix)m that Court, and to protest 
against the military occupation wliich had been 
eflFected in that territory, under the pretext of 
taking measures for the security of the frontiers 
of Brazil. His Most Faithful Majesty deigned 
to reply to these requests of the Supreme Director, 
in a note addressed to him, by his Royal order, 
by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the most illus- 
trious and excellent Seiior Tomas Antonio de 
Villanovo, datedj23d July, 1818, wherein, rati- 
fying the armistice of 1812, his Majesty was 
pleased to declare that the occupation of the 
eastern side was purely provisional. 

While mentioning the armistice concluded be- 
tween the Government of his Most Faithful Ma- 
jesty and that of the provinces of La Plata, 
in 1812, it is impossible to refrain from tran- 
scribing in this place the third article, wherein 
the eastern territory is acknowledged as a part of 
the State of those provinces. It is thus, worded : — 
"As soon as their Excellencies the Geriei^ of 
the two armies shall have received the notification 
of this convention, they shall give the necessary 
orders, as well to avoid all actions of war, as to 
withdraw, as speedily as possible, the troops under 
their command, within the limits of the territories 
of the two respective States, those limits being 
understood to be the same which were acknow- 
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ledged as such before the Portuguese army com- 
menced its march towards the Spanish territory ; 
and in faith of which, both territories shall remain 
inviolable during the existence of this convention : 
and, to . the end that all things which are stipu- 
lated therein may be exactly complied with, we 
sign this document, in Buenos Ayres, the 26th 
May, 1812." 

It is evident, then^ by the wording of that ar- 
ticle, that his Most Faithful Majesty, on ratifying 
anew the armistice concluded with the Govern- 
ment of the provinces of La Plata, through the 
medium of the aforementioned note of his Minis^ 
ter of State for Fordgn Affairs-^r-despatched in the 
year 1819/ when the Spanish authorities had dis- 
appeared from the country, and when the private 
conduct of Colonel Artigas served as a pretext for 
its military occupation-— ^acknowledges the eastern 
bank as part of the territory of the provinces of 
La Plata. To bear in mind this observation will 
be essentially useful for the examination which it 
is necessary to institute.on the nature of the deli- 
berations of theCisplatane* Congress, since it ap- 
pears to overthrow all the right which that Go- 
vernment pretends to possess to authorise its re- 
tention of that province. 

* For the sake of brevity, it has been thought proper, as the 
word is of frequent occurrence, to retain the Spanish desig- 
nation CispiatAne, according to the analogy of Transpadane 
and Cispadane, Transrhenane and Cisrhenane. — (Translator,) 
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It should suffice to know that that ill-fated Con- 
gress was convoked by incompetent authority, 
and held in the presence of a foreign army, in- 
terested moreover in its resolutions; so that its 
deliberations and acts may be considered as illegal 
as the famous transactions at Bayonne in the year 
1808. But it is not permitted to pass over other 
occurrences of an equally serious nature, which 
prove that the country was neither sufficiently 
consulted, nor were its votes free and sponta- 
neous. The Baron de la Laguna, transgressing the 
express orders of his Majesty, and the instruc- 
tions of the Ministry, conducted himself as an 
avowed agent for the incorporation of that pro- 
vince with the kingdom of Portugal ; and, on his 
own private authority, altered the bases laid down 
for the nomination of the representatives of the 
towns ; substituting for their voice and vote in the 
elections that of several town-councils, destitute 
of the necessary attributes for that purpose, 
fubjected to the influence of power, and many of 
them ignorant of the important business on which 
they were to deliberate. 

We must here pause to consider the cause al- 
leged by that General in his note of the 10th Ja- 
niiary, 1818, in which he informs his Most Faithful 
Majesty of the deliberations of the Cisplatane 
Congress, since he had taken the liberty to adopt 
that measure. He excuses his proceeding as 
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having been necessary on account of the nature 
of the population of the country, which he as- 
serts to consist of shepherds, wandering and thinly 
scattered. This insulting language, by which the 
Baron de la Laguna so little recommends himself 
to the inhabitants of the country over which he 
accidentally presides, cannot be falsely interpret- 
ed ; and the inaccuracy and falsity of the alleged 
motive ought to be exhibited in a clear point of 
view. That country is organized in the same 
manner as all the rest of the American continent, 
in which the population is so scarce ; and is di* 
vided into departments subject to their imme- 
diate chiefs, as well political as military, who con-, 
cert measures to assemble their inhabitants, in all 
cases where the public service requires it, trusting 
for the most part to voluntary acts which bring 
with them no burdensome obligations. Thus it is, 
that in the country of Buenos Ayres, where a 
great portion of the inhabitants are shepherds, as 
is the case on the eastern side, all the population 
assemble at the points designated, to give their 
votes in person for the election of the deputies for 
the legislative body. And what would become 
of the national representation of Brazil, if, under 
pretext of the dispersed state of its country-popu- 
lation, that part of the community should be de- 
prived of the right of suffrage, and that right be 
transferred from them to the chambers of the 



92 RIO DE LA PLATA. 

principal cities ? And yet it is certain that the 
ru^edness of the roads does not allow the Bra- 
zilians the facilities of transporting themselves, 
which the country of Monte Video presents in its 
plains. But General Lecor himself incautiously 
pointed out. the true motive of such an unjust 
proceeding, in the note referred to ; when he as- 
sures his Most Faithfiil Majesty, that public opi- 
nion was decidedly against the act of incorpora- 
tion, and that it was countenanced solely by men 
whom he permits himself to class as the most 
enlightened and of the greatest respectability in 
the country. His Excellency might have added, 
that the number of those persons was as scanty, as 
of those who followed him on his retreat to the 
country, in consequence of the dissensions which 
broke out in the division of Royal volunteers. 

And what confidence could be inspired in those 
States by the deliberations, on so momentous and 
difficult a matter, of a congress composed in a 
great part of persons in the employment of his 
Most Faithfiil Majesty, possessing scanty in- 
comes, and seduced with the hope of more ele- 
vated destinies ? Those who w^ere not thus cir- 
cumstanced, were stunned by the presence of an 
armed power, which did not conceal its private 
interest in the affairs on which they were to deli- 
berate ;— their discussions sufficiently prove that 
truth. The town of Monte Video was a cold 
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and patient spectator of the tyranny and injus- 
tice with which its first rights were disposed of; 
and which clearly proved that the obligations con- 
tracted with the other provinces of the union, 
which had contributed to its liberty and emanci- 
pation with so many and so immense sacrifices, 
were utterly forgotten. 

But, even were it wished to withdraw the sight 
from this mass of abuses, illegalities, and deeds of 
violence, it cannot be forgotten that these trans- 
actions, at that time null in their origin, have 
since become inefficient, by a conjunction of cir- 
cumstances which appear to have been studiously 
combined, as if to make amends to the rights of 
that city for having been so atrociously infringed. 
The Cisplatane Congress, in the different artides 
of its acts, sanctioned the incorporation of that 
province with the kingdoms of Portugal, Brazil, 
and Algarves; retaining for itself the character of 
a particular State, upon condition of being go- 
verned by the Constitution which should be sanc- 
tioned by the Cortes of Portugal, arid of other 
stipulations which are therein expressed. It does 
not appear that the incorporation was accepted by 
the Government of Portugal: far from it; the di- 
plomatic commission charged with the examinatjion 
of the dociiments, frankly expressed its opiniion as 
to the nullity of the Congress. Latterly, the Cortes 
were dissolved, the Constitution remained without 
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effect, and Brazil declared, and supports in a dis- 
tinguished manner, her national independence. 
The affairs of Monte Video have thus returned to 
the same situation in which they were found at 
the epoch preceding the celebration of the Con- 
gress. In what point of view can Brazil at pre- 
sent maintain, upon the strength of su£h titles, 
any shadow of daim to that province? A deputy, 
named in Monte Video by the Superior Junta of 
Royal Finance, to pass over to the Court of Por- 
tugal, in order to facilitate the ratification of the 
acts of the Cisplatane Congress, presented himself 
there, and laid before that Government claims 
and matters contrary to what had been sanc- 
tioned in that assembly, without bearing any 
other commission than that of Syndic of the Pro- 
vince ; whose functions, very remote from such 
purposes, are detailed in the 20th article of its 
public acts. That article is worth reading, in 
order duly to perceive to what length abuses pro- 
ceeded in that matter; and by what measures 
the mind of his Imperial Majesty, unprepared for 
the question, was attempted to be taken by sur- 
prise. 

And what can be said of the system of acclama- 
tions, resorted to by the Empire of Brazil, in the 
towns of San Jose and Canelones ? Those accla- 
mations, besides being destitute of the formalities 
prescribed by the principles of public right gene- 
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rally recognised, were assuredly very equally ba- 
lanced by the silence of the rest of the country, 
and the solemn votes of the city of Monte Video, 
expressed through the medium of its town-coun- 
cil, popularly and expressly elected for that pur- 
pose. It appears that an objection was started 
against tlie legality of that respectable declaration, 
from the circumstance of that city being then in 
the power of the Portuguese forces. And what 
would be the guarantee for its liberty and inde- 
pendience, while it deliberated in the presence of 
the battalions of Brazil? In the mean time the 
State of Monte Video has declared her sentiments 
to be as hostile, to her incorporation with the 
Brazilian empire as with the kingdom of Portugal; 
which dearly proves that that step was taken on 
her part under the conviction of what was appa- 
rently most conducive to her own interests : and 
the Government of Buenos A3rres, which has 
laid its remonstrances befora the Government of 
Brazil, is disposed to make them equally effec- 
tive with that of Portugal, reckoning on the pro- 
bable results which, from the marked conduct of 
his Most Faithfrd Majesty, may be surmised on 
this subject. 

As it has been demonstrated, in so convincing a 
manner, that the pretended incorporation of the 
province of Monte Video, whether with Portugal 
or with Brazil, is in the highest degree unjust. 
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and that all and each of the other provinces of La 
Plata possess a right to demand the recovery of 
the national territory ; it would appear to be out 
of place, to discuss the line of conduct which, in 
this case, a wholesome policy ought to surest to 
the Cabinet of Janeiro. The new States of Ame- 
rica, on constituting themselves, appealed to the 
impartial judgment of civilized nations against 
the acts of violence and the usurpations of their 
ancient mother-country; and they are, conse- 
quently, indispensably necessitated not to suffer 
the force of their reasonings and the justice of 
their complaints to be weakened by the present 
proceedings. It behoves them to manifest to' 
the worid that they can become great and power- 
ful, solely by the skilful management of the im- 
mense resources which each of them possesses 
within itself, without allowing themselves to be 
domineered over by that spirit of ambition and 
avarice, which so materially degrades nations, and 
which has occasioned so much mischief to huma- 
nity. United among themselves by the identity' 
of the principles and of the cauise which they 
uphold, and, above all, by the ideas of justice with 
which their minds are so strongly imbued, they • 
cannot fail to be powerful, and competent to repel 
with . success whatever aggressions may be at- 
tempted against their rights, and the liberties 
which they have proclaimed. 
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Brazil, by persisting in her pretensions to the 
eastern side, would depart from that line of con- 
duct so honourable to, and moreover so befitting, 
her own interests. And how would the other 
states of America regard that spirit of conquest, 
developed so precociously, in the abandonment 
of those principles which may, with strict proprie- 
ty, be said to constitute American policy? 

But the Cabinet of Brazil cannot allow itself to 
be longer dazzled by a plan, which, although from 
a superficial consideration it might in some shape 
hold out flattering prospects, comprises, in its con- 
sequences, evils fraught with the greatest calami- 
ties. It ought to suflBice that Cabinet to know, 
that, by authorizing the incorporation of the 
eastern province, under pretext of the dissensions 
prevailing therein, it sanctions a principle which 
may eventually be of fatal consequences even to 
Brazil herself. If, in the code of politics followed 
by her Government, it be sufficient that a small 
number of individuals raised their voice in favour 
of domestic dissensions, in order to maintain that 
that province is capable of separating from the 
rest of the union, and disposing arbitrarily of its 
own lot, with what shadow of justice or of moral 
strength could that Government keep in check 
any of its provinces which, guided by the same im- 
pulse that promoted the revolution, might perhaps 
choose, some day, to adopt a similar proceeding. 

H 
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Brazil is yet in the first stage of her political 
r^eneration : she has manifold difficulties and 
dangers to overcome: and her treasury is in a 
state of incumbrance and destitution. Will it suit 
her to withhold, for a longer time, from their pur- 
suits and private occupations in the interior, the 
men who compose her army, which now occupies 
the eastern side, and to keep up the immense 
expenditure which that army causes, and will 
ever cause her ? That country will never quietly 
submit to foreign domination ; and should it* even 
be reduced, in order to subdue it, to a greater de- 
gree of languor, the facilities for supplies and 
other purposes which might be collected from it, 
would in no point of view stand on a line of com- 
parison with the beneficial results which would 
ensue from a free commerce, established with re- 
ference to the principles that prevail in all civi- 
lized nations. 

In the mean time the provinces of^ La Plata 
cannot recede from the necessity of supporting 
their honour and dignity : and, should they be 
compelled to adopt measures in support of their - 
independence and other national interests, they 
will, if it be necessary, adventure even their ex- 
istence to effect the re-incorporation of a place 
that is the key of the mighty river which laves 
their coasts, which lays open channels for their 
commerce, and facilitates the communication with 
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an endless number of places situated in their de- 
pendencies. As little win they be indifferent to 
the fate of a population which has been united to 
them for such a length of time, which is clamor- 
ous for the re-establishment of its former political 
position, and which appertains to them, not only 
by the social ties that unite them, but also by 
ancient kindred, and by the bonds of similar in- 
terests, customs, and idiom. 

The Grovemment of Buenos Ayres felt the force 
of its duty in this respect, when, under very 
marked circumstances, its aid was solicited by the 
inhabitants of Monte Video. It conceived that it 
was due to its own dignity, and to the respect be- 
fitting a neighbouring state, to have recourse pre- 
viously to the honourable mode of an official re- 
monstrance, by sending a deputy to the court of 
firazil for that object ; and also, if it could be done, 
to regulate its political relations with a country in 
whose emancipation it most cordially rejoices, as 
sincerely as it respects the form of government 
which she has chosen for herself as the best suited 
to her necessities and desires. The Government 
of La Plata flatters itself that that measure will be 
appreciated, in its true character, by the Govern- 
ment of Brazil, and that the results which ought 
reasonably to be expected will ensue from it. 

Rio Janeiro, 15th September, 1823. 

(Signed,) Valentin Gomez. 

(A Copy.) EsTEVAN DE LucA, Secretary, 

h2 
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Resolution of the Court of Brazil, communicated 
by its Ministry to the Commissioner of the Go- 
vemment of Buenos Ayres. 

The undersigned) Counsellor, Minister, and 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, laid before 
his Imperial Majesty, the Emperor, the two last 
notes which Don Jose Valentin Gomez, Commis- 
sioner from the Government of Buenos Ayres to 
this court, lately addressed to him, dated the 
27th of January 'and the 5th of February of this 
year, urging, by order of his Government, a defini- 
tive reply on the subject of the restoration of the 
Province of Monte Video to the Province of Buenos 
Ayres. 

The undersigned, after assuring the Commis- 
sioner that the delay which has occurred in giving 
him the reply solicited, instead of being incon- 
clusive as regards the desires manifested by the 
Ministry of his Imperial Majesty, and irreconcila- 
ble with the rights and interests of the Govern- 
ment of Buenos Ayres— the apprehension of which 
appears to have imposed on the Commissioner 
the necessity of demandyig, for the last time, the 
explanations to which the other notes refer — is, on 
the contrary, a proof of the great desire which 
animates the Court of Brazil, in the fulfilment of 
its political transactions, to meet the wishes of the . 
State of Buenos Ayres, by allowing a reasonable 
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time to elapse, in order to receive the information 
necessary to enlighten it, and which might serve 
as £t basis duly to appreciate the alleged rights and 
interests of that neighbouring government. And, 
after having also declared that such ought to be 
the interpretation given to the delay in that reply 
— as it is manifest that it was the intention of 
this Government to reply categorically to the 
Commissioner, since it now does so, having ob- 
tained the information which it required, and 
which it would have done before, immediately on 
the Conunissioner's first overture, if such con- 
clusive information had been within its reach — 
the undersigned has received the orders of his 
Imperial Majesty the Emperor, with that frank- 
ness and sincerity which invariably influence 
this Government, to submit to the consideration 
of the Commissioner in reply to his notes what 
follows: — That inasmuch as it is the constant 
desire of his Imperial Majesty to prove to the Go- 
vernment of Buenos Ayres the estimation in 
which he holds it, and not his wish in consequence 
that a longer delay in the decision demanded 
should tend to make such feelings on his part 
questionable, he must in reply demonstrate how 
impracticable it was to come to a definitive deci- 
sion on the affair of the restoration of Monte Video 
to the Province of Buenos Ayres, by reason of the 
very same principles on which the Commissioner 
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^ grounds his claim to demand it: since the Commis- 
sioner principally founds it on the wish of the Pro- 
vince of Monte Video, which desires and soBcits 
from Buenos Ayres its separation from the empire : 
and as, on the contrary, there is every juridical 
presumption that the inhabitants of Monte Video 
do not desire such a separation, the question amidst 
such a discrepancy of opinions, could only remain 
as a moot case; and, even allowing the right of 
remonstrance on the part of Buenos Ayres, the 
expedient of consulting publicly should in jus- 
tice be resorted to. 

The general wish of the Cisplatane State — a re- 
course both unnecessary and fallacious ! — Unneces- 
sary — as that general wish has already been ascer- 
tained by all the means possible ; and as it is pre- 
sumable that more credit ought to be attached to 
the Congress of the Representatives of the whole 
State, who in 1 82 1 determined on its incorpora- 
tion with Brazil, and also to the acts of all the 
Town-councils in the country, which subsequently 
hailed his Imperial Majesty's Government with 
acclamations, acknowledged it, and nominated 
electors to choose a deputy who might represent 
them in the generaV Brazilian Assembly, than to 
the simple and illegal Town-council of the city of 
Montevideo alone, which, in the midst of the fac- 
tions that a foreign influence excites, demands 
from Buenos Ayres an incorporation which is not 
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called for by the other Town-councils. — Fallacious, 
— because, even taking for nothing the expressions, 
already announced, of the general wish of the in- 
habitants of Monte Video in favour of their incor- 
poratlon with this empire, and allowing it were 
desirable to consult them anew, to satisfy the re- 
monstrances of the Government of Buenos Ayres, 
that could not be effected: 1st, Because the coun- 
try being garrisoned with Brazilian troops, indis- 
pensably required for the security and defence of 
its inhabitants, and on the other hand the city of 
Montevideo being still occupied in a military man- 
ner by Portuguese troops opposed to those of the 
empire, all and every popular declaration would 
be mutually reputed coerced and illegal by both 
parties, which would be the case even if it should, 
enter anew into the circle from which the Commis- 
sioner says it is now withdrawn. 2dly. Because 
it is manifest that, although a party may exist in 
the Cisplatane State in favour of Buenos Ayres — of 
which no ration^ doubt can be entertained, since 
thus the Commissioner asserts it to be — seeing that 
in more consolidated countries discrepancies will 
ever exist in political opinions, it is, at the same 
time, certain, by reason of the pending, struggle 
between the armies which occupy that Province, 
that other different, parties have arisen, fomented 
by the enemies of the empire, and by the inhabi- 
tants of Monte Video themselves ; such as those 
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that desire a union with Portugal, and with Eng- 
land, and those that aspire to the absolute inde- 
pendence of the Cisplatane State ; which parties, 
though small in number, and disseminated among 
the grand mass of those who desire and swear to 
maintain its incorporation with the empire, pre- 
sent on the whole, in consequence of the state of 
fermentation in which they necessarily place the 
country, the greatest obstacles in the way of col- 
lecting the expression of a general wish fireely 
pronounced. 

To these reasons must be added, that the deci- 
sion exacted ought alone to appertain, constitu- 
tionally speaking, to the Legislative power ; and, 
above all, since the affair of the incorporation of 
4;he Cisplatane State has become a constituti<»ial ob- 
ject, on which the last General Assembly of Brazil 
not only legislated, but also did so in opposition 
to the pretensions of the Commissioner: and since, 
in the actual state of things, no new Legislative 
Assembly being yet convened, his Imperial Ma- 
jesty would not wish, on that account, to take 
upon himself to decide peremptorily ; as it is ob- 
vious that in countries with representative Govern- 
ments, it belongs exclusively to the l^islative 
bodies to alienate or cede any portion of territory 
in actual possession ; and more particularly in a 
case like the present, in which the cession of Monte 
Video would amount to an attack against the 
territorial entii'eness of the empire. 



RESOLUTION OF THE COURT OF BRAZIL. 106 

Nevertheless, his Imperial Majesty— aware of 
the importance of an ultimate resolution in affairs 
of this nature ; desirous to evince, in every pos- 
sible point of view, how much he prefers the 
principles of a frank and true policy ; and, more- 
over, judging by the last explanations which have 
been communicated to him, that this government 
can answer with security, and henceforward for 
itself, in this matter — has commanded the under- 
signed to inform the said Commissioner — ^that, 
even should the general wish of the Cisplatane 
Province be consulted anew, by any means which 
the Commissioner might think fitting to propose, 
and even should that wish be expressed (an idea 
scarcely credible !) in favour of incorporation with 
Buenos Ajrres, Portugal, or any other power, the 
Imperial Government could not but regard such 
a measure as an attack, aimed not only against 
'the true interests of the Cisplatane State, but also 
against the rights acquired, at the cost of so 
many sacrifices by Brazil, to the possession of the 
State in question; seeing that a convention so- 
lemnly concluded between that State and the 
Empire of Brazil (to which empire the said con- 
vention was and is excessively onerous) cannot be 
dissolved solely by the disinclination of one of the 
contracting parties, but materially requires for 
that purpose the consent of both ; and on that 
account the empire would in such case be under 
the necessity of defending her rights. They are 
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as sacred as the origin whence they proceed- 
ed: since, even waiving the ancient treaties of 
limits concluded with the Crown of Spain, it 
is sufficient to consider — 1st. That the inhabi- 
taiits of Monte Video being exposed to the 
despotism of Colonel Artigas, and the Pro- 
vince, as it were, almost annihilated by the 
furies of civil war, they could not find pro- 
tection f5pom any power excepting Brazil, which 
delivered them from that ferocious chief, and 
caused peace and abundance to revive in their 
country, at a time when neither Buenos Ayres 
nor Spain made the smallest sacrifice to aid or to 
protect them. 2dly. That the Brazilian Govern- 
ment has expended since that time immense and 
constantly increasing sums of money on that Pro- 
vince; for which it possesses so evident a right 
to be indemnified, in the event of its choosing to 
abandon the State alluded to, that the Court of 
Madrid itself formerly recognised its claims to 
such indemnification, when lately it procured, 
although ineffectually, the intervention of the 
principal Courts of Europe for the restitution of 
Monte Video by his Most FaithM Majesty. 
3dly. That, after the Province became quiet and 
free, his Most Faithful Majesty facilitated to it 
the means for the choice of its own lot, without 
any coercion: and the Province — legally repre- 
sented in Congress, knowing that the same right 
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was possessed by it, as was acted upon by the 
Viceroyalty of Buenos Ayres, to sever the links 
of its connexion with the mother-country; and 
that, moreover, it was gifted with the same 
privil^e as the other provinces of the said Vice- 
royalty, (such for instance as Cordova, Tucuman, 
Santa Fe, Entre Rios, &c. &c.) to separate itself 
from Buenos Ayres, and to dispose of its own 
destinies — resolved to incorporate itself with 
Brazil; and that incorporation was successively 
ratified, as well by the acclamations for his 
Imperial Majesty, as finally by the elections 
which despatched a Deputy to the general Bra- 
zilian Assembly. Therefore, by reason of these 
momentous considerations, the Government of 
his Imperial Majesty cannot enter with Buenos 
Ayres on a negotiation having for its fundamental 
basis the cession of the Cisplatane State, the inha- 
bitants of which it cannot abandon : and parti- 
cularly, since the reciprocal conviction of the 
interests resulting from the incorporation, the 
obligations mutually contracted, the fidelity which 
so eminently distinguishes the Cisplatane inha- 
bitants, and the dignity of the Brazilian Empire, 
present so many more obstacles to any negotia- 
tion by which these things might be exposed to 
jeopardy. 

The undersigned, while laying the contents 
of his explanations before the Commissioner, 
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hopes that the Government of Buenos Ayres, 
appreciating by its wisdom and impartiality 
the motives which stand in the way of its 
claim, will be convinced that the Imperial Go- 
vernment acts as, in a similar situation, the Go- 
vernment of Buenos Ayres itself would act ; and 
that it will greatly rejoice to see the relations of 
good harmony existing between the two countries 
cemented henceforth, on every opportunity, with 
more firmness and greater dignity. 

The undersigned avails himself of this oppor- 
tunity to repeat to the Commissioner of the Go- 
vernment of Buenos Ayres the assurances of his 
great respect and particular esteem. 

Palace of Rio Janeiro, 6 February, 1824. 
(Signed) 
Luis Jose de Carvallo y Melo. 

To Senor Don Jose Valentin Gomez, 
&c. &c. &c. 
(Translated from the Original.) 
Estevan de Leon, 

Letter of the Commissioner of the Government of 
Btcenos Ayres, giving an account of his, arrival 
in that Capital. 

After having addressed to your Excellency, on 
the 9th of February last, from the Court of Ja- 
neiro, the note of the 6th of February, from his 
Excellency Senor Luis Jose CaiTiallo y Melo, 
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Counsellor, Minister and Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, containing the final resolution of 
that Govemiftent relative to the negotiation with 
which I was entrusted, it would have been proper 
that on my return to this capital I should have 
had the honour to place in your Excellency's 
hands the copy of the note I addressed, in reply 
to his Excellency's, with the view of casting new 
light on some points of my former communica- 
tions, of dissipating the mistakes perceivable in his 
despatch, and of demanding my passports, in con- 
formity with the orders with which your Excel- 
lency was pleased to furnish me on my departure. 
Deprived of that satisfaction, on account of the 
loss of my ba^age in the shipwreck I suffered, I 
have no other course left me, for the information 
of your Excellency relative to the contents of the 
note alluded to, than that of summarily laying 
before you the observations which I deemed it 
expedient to submit to the consideration of his 
Excellency the Brazilian Minister ; and they are 
the following : — 

' That the Commissioner of the Crovemment of 
Buenos Ayres, on representing to his Excellency 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs that the extra- 
ordinary delay which had occurred in the pro- 
gress of the negotiation was inconclusive, as re- 
garded the desires manifested by the Ministry of 
his Imperial Majesty, and irreconcilable with the 
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right aiul interests of the Govemment of Buenos 
Ayres, and demanding for the last time a cat^o- 
rical resolution, had not meant to interpret that 
delay, but merely to show, in express terms, its 
real incoherence with the formal promises which 
he had received on that subject, from the Most 
Excellent Senor Jose Joaquim Camero de Campos, 
his Excellency's worthy predecessor in the Minis- 
try, in an official note of the 8th of September — 
promises ratified in the conference of the 19th of 
the same month, and reproduced by his Excel- 
lency in his note of the 1st of December. 

That the claim instituted for the restitution of 
the Province of Monte Video had ' not been 
founded principally, as his Excellency ex- 
plained it, on the wish which at that time its in- 
habitants manifested to return to their ancient 
union with the rest of the provinces of La Plata — 
although that wish was general and decided — but 
on the strength of the social compact, which had 
bound them together since the remote times of 
their birth, reproduced at the •moment of their 
emancipation from the ancient mother-country, 
and finally strengthened by a thousand solemn 
acts, of the same kind as those which unite among 
themselves the provinces of Brazil ; all which had 
been extensively demonstrated in the Memoran- 
dum which the Commissioner had the honour to 
address to the Ministry on the 15th of Septem- 
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ber; from which compact the rights and privi- 
leges of the eastern province, with respect to its 
union with the other Provinces of La Plata, were 
derived as fundamentally as those of the Brazilian 
Provinces with Janeiro. 

That it was impossible to raise a shadow of 
doubt as to the right of the Government of Buenos 
Ayres to personify itself in this matter ; whether 
it did so for itself, and as a member of the general 
association, under which character, besides the 
popular measure which it was its duty to adopt, 
it was particularly instigated to such conduct by 
the relations of family, friendship, vicinity, and 
commerce, existing between the two populations ; 
or whether it took the step in the name of the 
other provinces, concurring uniformly in the sen- 
timent of recovering, at all risks, their national 
state of entireness. 

That the Government of the Provinces of La 
Plata had exerted the requisite efforts to free the 
eastern country as well from the despotism of 
Colonel Artigas as from the disorder in which he 
had plunged it, until it was obliged to turn its 
attention towards the common enemy ; expecting 
to obtain from time and the operations of other 
natural principles the result which it had not then 
obtained by force ; — a policy which could not 
be censured by the Ministry, without incurring 
the risk of reciprocity ; nor alleged as capable of 
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founding any title in favour of the Court of 
Brazil to that territory, which the troops of his 
Most Faithfiil Majesty occupied provisionally, 
under pretext of re-establishing peace therein, and 
placing the frontiers of his kingdom in security. 
But even granting that it had been possible by 
these means to secure the tranquillity and abun- 
dance with the attainment of which his Excel- 
lency now flatters himself, still, inasmuch as 
the province has been exposed to a desolating 
warfare, carried on between the two foreign 
armies, which for so long a time have disputed 
its domination; inasmuch as its workS in the 
country have been transported to the neighbour- 
ing territory ; its houses violated by the billeting 
of the officers and soldiers of Brazil ; and its in- 
habitants torn from their homes, in order to be 
sent to swell the ranks of the army, the sti- 
pulations of the said Cisplatane Congress have 
been infringed. 

That the Commissioner of Buenos Ayres had 
seen with astonishment that his Excellency, in 
his note alluded to, brought forward the principle 
that the Province of Monte Video had the pri- 
vilege to release itself from its bonds, in the same 
manner as the other Provinces of La Plata, which 
it now considers as placed in that predicament 
among themselves, by reason of the difficulties 
which they have encountered in their new or- 
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ganizatian, and of the differences which have 
ariseil among them on that account; since he un- 
derstood that the Government of his Excellency 
did not consider the province of Pernambuco as 
disunited from the oth^r provinces of Brazil, not- 
withstanding the domestic convulsions which it 
has undergone during such a length of time, and 
the well-known situation in which it now re- 
mains. 

That, in the event of its having been wished 
to ascertain anew the sincere wish of the inha- 
bitants of Monte Video on the subject of their 
re-incorporation with the provinces of La Plata, 
or of their union with those of Brazil, to avoid 
the risk of their determination being looked at 
siuspiciously, as originating in the influence of a 
foreign power, it would have been preferable to 
adopt the means of making the Brazilian troops 
retire within their own frontiers, immediately on 
the . place being abandoned by the troops of his 
Most Faithful Majesty, thus guaranteeing to the 
province independence, and freedom of delibera- 
tion, and leaving to the municipal authority the 
care of preserving public order : by which measure 
the Government of his Imperial Majesty would 
liave risked nothing ; if, as his Excellency al- 
leges, there exist in that country small parties 
only in favour of the union with Buenos Ayres, 

I 
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England, or Portugal, or of the eslabti^hmeiit of 
its absolute independence, which are lost m the 
grand mass of those who desu^ its iscorporatiofi 
with Brasdl, and whose fidelity was so Mgtily 
lauded by his Excellency. 

That, in fine, since, ki consequence of the 
tenor of the communication of his Excellency 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, to which the 
Commissioner of Buenos Ajrres had the honour 
to reply, the negotiation is broken off, and the 
rights of the provinces, as well of Monte Video 
as of the others of Rio de la Plata, have not been 
listened to, he hoped that his Excellency woftild 
send him passports, to enable him to withctraw 
himself from that Court in conformity with t^ 
orders of his Government; which, in consequence, 
were transmitted to him the same day. 

These are the principal points in the note to 
which reference has been made in this, exposition* 
Your Excellency may rdy on the accuracy with 
which they were demonstrated; and, in UiM 
certainty, may confidently lay them before th§ 
Government for its consideration. If the. Comr 
missioner has not obtained the success which was 
desirable in so important an affair, he flatteite 
himself, at least, to have conducted.it with the 
greatest possible zeal, and in perfect coitformlty 
with the instructions which have guided him. . 
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Deigdi Sir, to receive the assurances of my 
high consideration and respect. 

(Signed) Valentin Oomez. 

Buenos Ayres, 12th April, 1 824. 
To Senor Don Bernardino Rivadavia, Minister 
Secretary of State for Foreign Af&irs and 
the Govermnent. 



DOCUMENT F. 

Buenos Ayres, 24th July, \S2S. 

depaetment of foreign affairs. ^ 

Preliminary Convention agreed upon between the 
Gcvemments of Buenos Ayres and the Com- 
mimoners of His Catholic Majesty. 

The Government of Baenos Ayres having re- 
cognised, and caused to be recognised, in virtue 
of credentials presented and legalised in due form, 
as Commissioners from the Grovemment of his 
Catholic Majesty, Don Antonio Luis Pereira, 
and Don Luis de la Robla; and the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the said State of Buenos Ayres 
having proposed to those gentlemen the arrange- 
ment of a convention, preliminary to a definitive 
treaty of peace and amity, which is to be con- 
cluded between the Grovemments of his Catholic 
Majesty and the United Provinces, on the bases 
established by the law of the 19th of June of the 
present year; and having reciprocally discussed 

i2 
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and laid open whatever they considered to be 
calculated to conduce to the better adjustment of 
the relations between the abovementioned States, 
in exercise of their duties, and of the powers 
vested in them, have arranged the said prelimi- 
nary convention in the terms expressed in the 
following articles : — 

1 . After sixty days, reckoning from the date of 
the ratification of this convention by the Govern- 
ments whom it concerns, hostilities shall cease 
between them and the Spanish nation, both by 
land and sea. 

2. In consequence thereof, the General of his 
Catholic Majesty's forces now in Peru will re- 
tain the positions occupied by him at the time 
he becomes acquainted with this convention; 
with the exception of such particular stipulations 
as the adjoining Governments may propose or 
accept for reciprocal convenience, with the object 
of improving the respective lines of occupation 
during the suspension of hostilities. 

. 3. Commercial intercourse, with the exception 
only of contraband articles of war, shall be fuUy 
re-established, during the time of the said sus- 
pension, between the provinces of the Spanish 
Monarchy which the arms of his Catholic Ma- 
jesty occupy in Peru, and the State^which ratify 
this convention. 
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4. In consequence thereof, the flags of both 
States shall be reciprocally respected, and admit- 
ted into their ports. 

5. The relations of maritime commerce between 
the Spanish nation and the States which ratify 
this convention shall be regulated by a special 
convention, the adjustment of which will be en- 
tered into hereafter. 

6. Neither the authorities governing in the 
provinces of Peru, in the name of his Catholic 
Majesty, nor the adjoining States, shall impose 
on the commerce of either greater contributions 
than those existing at the time of the ratification 
of this convention. 

7. The suspension of hostilities shall continue 
for the term of eighteen months. 

81 Within that period the Government of the 
State of Buenos Ayres will negotiate, by means 
of a Plenipotentiary of the United Provinces of 
Rio de la Plata, and in conformity with the law 
of the 19th June, the conclusion of the definitive 
treaty of peace and amity between his Catholic 
Majesty and the States of the American Conti- 
nent to which the said law relates. 

9. In the event of hostilities being renewed, 
tiiey shall not take effect, nor shall commercial 
intercourse cease, imtil four months a£ter the 
notification thereof. 
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10. The law existing in the Spanish Monarchy, 
as well as in the State of Buenos Ayres, relative 
to the inviolability of property, although belong- 
ing to an enemy, shall have full effect in the case 
mentioned in the foregoing article, in the territo- 
ries of the Governments which ratify this con- 
vention, and reciprocally. 

11. As soon as the Grovemment of Buenos 
Ayres shall have been authorised by its Chamber 
of Representatives to ratify this convention,- it 
will negotiate the accession thereto of the Go- 
vernments of Chile, of Peru, and of the other 
United Provinces of Bio de la Plata ; and the 
Commissioners of his Catholic Majesty will, at 
the same time, take every means for giving to 
this accession, on the part of the authorities of 
his Catholic Majesty, the most prompt and com- 
plete effect. ' 

12. For the due effect and validity of this 
convention, the necessary copies are signed and 
sealed, by the Commissioners on the part of his 
Cathotic Majesty, with their seal; and, on the 
part of Buenos Ayres, with that« of the Depart- 
ment for Foreign Affairs. 

BttenoB Ayres, 4di July, la^S. 

Beknardino Rivadavia, 

Seal of Foreign AnTONIO LuiS PeREIEA, 

Affairs. LviS DE LA ROBLA. 
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EATIFICATION. 

Buenos Ayres, 23d July, 1823.^ 

By virtue of the law of the 17th current, 
which authorises the Government, the present 
convention is ratified. 

BiSBNABDINO RiVADAVIA. 



APPROVAL OF THE HALL OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. 

The Honourable Junta of Representatives of 
the Province, exercising the ordinary and extraor- 
dinary sovereignty which belongs to them, in the 
Session of the 17th current has sanctioned, and 
decrees, with the value and force of law, what 
follows : — 

SOLE ARTICLE. 

The Government is authorised to ratify the 
preliminary convention, concluded oh the 4th of 
the present month, between the Government of 
the State of Buenos Ayres and the Commission- 
ers of his Catholic Majesty resident there ; and 
also to negotiicte the accession thereto of the 
States and Giovemments mentioned in article 
11th of the said convention; which is trans* 
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mitted to your Excellency for your informatioo 
and subsequent guidance. 

God preserve your Excellency many years. 
Hall of the Sessions, Buenos Ayres, 21st July, 1829. 

(Signed) Manuel de Arroyo y Pinedo, 

President. 
Jose Severo Malavia, Secretary. 

To the Most Excellent the Governor of the Province. 



DECREE OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

Let acknowledgment be made of the receipt 
of this, and, let it be inserted in the Official Re- 
gister ; and being ratified, let its enactments be 
acted upon. 

(Signed) . Rivadavia. 



NEGOTIATION 

For voting in favour of Spain the sum of 
20,000,000 dollars. 

The Honourable Jutita of Representatives of 
the ftovince, exercising the Ordinaty and extraor- 
dinary sovereignty which belongs to thein, has 
sanctioned, and decrees^ with the value and force 
of law, what follows :~-^ 
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SOLE ABTICLE. 



The war which the King Louis XVIII. is 
preparing to make on the Spanish nation^ being 
directly and principally opposed to the principle 
recognised in article I. of the law of the 10th 
of May, 1822, in case that aggression should 
be realised, the Government is authorised to ne- 
gotiate, that after the conclusion of the definitive 
treaty of peace and amity with his Catholic Ma- 
jesty on the bases of the law of the 19th of 
June, to which treaty the convention of the 4th 
of July current is preliminary, there shall be 
voted by the American States, recognised as in- 
dependent, in virtue of the said definitive treaty, 
for maintaining the independence of Spain 
under the representative system, the same sum 
of 20,000,000 as, in the month of March last, 
was supplied for destrojdng it by the Chambers 
of Paris, which, by order of the said Honourable 
Junta, is communicated to your Excellency for 
the corresponding objects. 

God preserve your Excellency many years. 
Hall of the Sessions, Buenos Ayres, 22d July, 182S. 

Manuel de Arboyo y Pinedo, 

President. 
Jose Se vebo M alavia. Secretary. 
To the Most Excellent the Governor of the Province. 
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DECREE OF THE GOYEEKMENT. 

Buenos Ayres, StSd July, ISStS. 
I4ET acknowledgmeat be made of tlie receipt 
of this, and let it be inserted in the Official He- 
gister; and, being ntified, let its enactments be 
acted upon. 

(Signed) Riyaqatla* 



MINISTER PLKNIPOT£NT(ARY TO CHILE, PERU, 
ANB COLOMBIA. 

Buenos Ayres, 23d July, IS2S. 
By virtue of the powers confided to the Go- 
vernment by the law of the 17th instant, it de- 
crees as follows : — 

1. The accession of the Republics of Chile and 
Peru to the preliminary convention of the 4th 
instant shall be negotiated through the medium 
of a Minister Plenipotentiary, accredited to the 
Governments of both the aforesaid States, as well 
as to that of Colombia. 

2. Don Felix Alzaga, Citizen of the United 
Provinces, is hereby nominated Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary for the aforesaid purposes. 

3. The Minister Plenipotentiary shall receive 
a monthly allowance equal to eight thousand 
dollars per annum. 

4. Two thousand dollars yearly shall be as- 
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Signed to the Secretary of the Legaticm, who 
shall be nominated hy the aforesaid Minister. 

5* The s^aries as^ned by th^ present decree 
shall be defrayed from the funds, for the expendi* 
t^Te of which the Government is authorised by 
the law of the 19th June of this year. 

6. Let the title and credentials correspon^g be 

gbraS) and let it be in^rted in the Official Register. 

(Sigped) RiVAPAViA. 



COMMISSIONER BY THE WAY OF PERU. 
Buenos Ayres, 23d Jidy, IS%3. 

The Government being authorised;! by the law 
of the 17th instant, to ratUy the preliminary 
convention entered into on the 4th instant be- 
twe0n t^^is Government and the CommissiQiiers of 
his Catholic Majesty accredited to it, as well as 
to n^otiate the accession to the said convention 
on th^ part of the United Provinces of Rio de la 
Plata, has decreed as follows : — 

1. A Commissioner shall be sent by the way 
of Peru, to the Commander of the Spanish forces 
occupying part thereof, charged to negotiate on 
his way, jn concert with the Envoy to the pro- 
vinces of the Union, the accession of each tp the 
aforesaid preliminary convention. 

2- The foresaid Commissioner, jointly with 
those of Spain, shall endeavour to have the con- 
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vention carried into effect in the territory occu- 
pied by the Spanish authorities in Peru, as well 
as to establish the best possible relations of friends 
ship and commerce. 

3. Don Juan Gregorio de las Heras, General of 
the United Provinces, is hereby appointed to 
carry this commission iiito effect. 

4. The Commissioner shall receive a monthly 
allowance equal to 8,000 dollars annually, in- 
cluding his pay for his services in the array. 

5. The salary assigned by the foregoing article 
shall be defrayed from the funds, for the expendi- 
ture of which the Government is authorised by 
the 4th article of the law of the 1 9th June of 
this year. 

6. Let the credentials required by this decree 
be delivered ; let it be transcribed in the Minis- 
tries of War and Finance, an4 te* it be inserted • 
iii the Official Raster. 

(Signed) Rivadavia. 



COMMISSIONER BY THE WAY OF PARAGUAY. 

Buenos Ayres, £8th July, 1823. 

In conformity with the law of the 17th instant, 
the Government decrees as foUows : — 

1. A special Commissioner shall go to Para^ 
guay, and negotiate with the provinces on his 
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road the aixession of each to the prelimijiaiy 
convention entered into between this Govern- 
ment and the Commissioners of his Catholic 
Majesty. 

2. Dr. Don Juan Grarcia de Cosio, Member of 
the Tribunal of Justice, is hereby appointed to 
that Commission^ with the salary of his employ- 
ment and travelling expenses corresponding. 

3. Let the proper credentials be made out, 
delivered, and inserted in the Official tlegister. 

(Signed) Rivadavia. 



THE COMMISSIONER FOR THE LINE OF 
OCCUPATION. 

Buenos Ayres, 23d July, 182S. 

Without prejudice to the power acknowledged, 
by the 2d article of the preliminary convention 
of the 4th current, to exist in the authorities of 
his Catholic Majesty in Peru, and in the provinces 
bordering on the territory which they occupy, to 
put in force the partiquiar stipulations which may 
be proposed for reciprocal convenience, the Go- 
vernment, exercising the power given to it by the 
law of the 17th of the aforesaid month, decrees 
the following: — 

1 . A Commissioner of this Government shall be 
sent imipediately to the territory of the province 
of Salta, for the better fulfilment of the duties 
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which hereinafter are detailed, placing hinMelf 
previously on a footing of understanding with Uie 
authorities which are expressed. 

2. The regulation of the line of occupation for 
that part of Peru, between the Spanish authori- 
ties and those of the territories adjacent, bdong- 
ing to the nation of the United Provinces. 

3. The regulation of the relations of peace, 
amity, and commerce, with the States situated 
as well without as vrithin the line of occupation. 

4* The careM preservation of the line by both 
parties, and the good ordering of the relations 
which may be occasioned by the preliminary con- 
vention. 

6. The General of the United Provinces, Dm 
Juan Antonio Alvare? de Arenaks, is nominated 
to exercise that commission, with an annual salary . 
equivalent to his pay when in emfdoy with the 
army. 

6. Let the credentials be made out which this 
decree requires; let it be transcribed for those 
whom it ccmcems, and inserted in the Official Re- 
gister. 

NOTE. 

The Deputy to the interim provinces. Dr. Don 
Diego Estanisho Zavaleta, is especially .charged 
with the n^otiation to see that the anteriw de- 
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crees are put ip force by Die Governments of the 
district of Cuyo. 



DOCUMENT a 

Revenue coUectfdin the Province of Buenos Ayrts 
in the years 1822 and 1823. 

Class 1. Duties, Contributions, and other Imposts. 

DolUn. Reals. 

Custom House — Maritime Imports • 3,209,574 1 

Maritime Exports . 358,648 5 

Inland Duties . 39,44T 1 ^ 

Confiscations . 8,679 a 



3,616,848 7 i 

Dollars. Heals. 

Port Dues 80,012 4 J 

Stamped Paper . . 189,207 6 
Direct Taxes . 60,668 7 

Tithes (abolished in 1822) 50,682 4 | 
Sundries . . 277,547 5 | 

658,119 4 



4,274,468 3 i 



Clats 2. Produce of the public property by 

sales 148,933 6 ^ 

Class 3. Rents, ]fteyemies, and Profits, from 

that not alienated . 158,192 1 



4,581,594 2 | 
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Expenditure of the Province in the ;^id years. 

Class 1. Interest on the Public 

Debt consolidated 520,000 
Sinking Fund of the 
same . . 112,818 1 



632,818 1 t 

Class 2. Debts, prior to 1822, defrayed in 

money • • . • . 301,101 6 4 

Class 3. Ordinary ai^ Extraordinary ex- 
penses . . . . • 3,667,154 5 

4,601,074 4 4 



Balance at the end of 1823. 

Receipts of the year 1822 and 1823 . 4,581,594 2 | 

Taken in Credit by means of acquittances 

and Vales, with some deposits • 349,792 1 \ 

Its amount against the Treasury at the ) ^ g^^ ao^ a q 
end of 1823 . . . . .J 



Expenditure in 1822 and 

1823 . . . 4,601,074 4 \ 

Money and Bills in the Trea- 
sury at the end of 1823 330,311 7 | 

4,931,386 4 



Acquittances and Vjixes in circulation, and 

some deposits . • . • 349,792 1 \ 

Funds in the Treasury . . . . 330,311 7 { 

D^dency at the end of 1823 . . 19,480 1 \ 
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It b to be obyr?ed concerning this ac- 
count of 18^^ and 1823^ that, besides pay- 
ing all the ordinary and extraordinary ex- 
penses, including the public works, there 
have been paid for Debts anterior to that 
period • 801,101 6 J 

Expenses which need not be enumerated, be- 
cause the receipts taken for sale of proper- 
ties, a measure which will never again be re- 
peated, only amounts to .... 148,988 6 } 

JRemainder, an excess paid of . . . 15^,167 7 | 
So that, instead of a deficiency of . . 19,480 1 J 

The Treasury, if it had not been obliged'\ 

to satisfy these debts, would have had > 182,687 6 i 
a surplus of -) 



DOCUMENT H. 

Instructions for the conduct of the Commissioner 
of this Govemment to the other provinces of the 
ancient^ union. Dr. Don Diego Estanislao de 
ZabaletGy a Clergyman of the first dignity, 
President of the Senate of the Clergy. 

The object proposed to be attained by this Go- 
vernment, through the medium of the mission 
entrusted to the zeal of the clergyman of the 
first dignity aforesaid, is to reunite all the Pro- 
vinces of the territory, which previously to the 
emancipation composed the Viceroyalty of Buenos 
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Ayres or Rio de la Plata, embodied as one nation^ 
administered under the Representative syst^n hj 
one Government, and a Legislative Body. 

The second object which the Government like- 
wise proposes to itself, and which it conceives to 
be the first means of arriving at its principal aim, 
is that each of the provinces indicated should 
enter upon a system of peace, to be maintained 
by the towns, and by those who govern them ; 
so that, endeavouring to establish public and indi* 
vidual security, and applying themselves to find 
out with accuracy the resources of their respec- 
tive treasuries, they may govern wisely, and em- 
ploy their population and wealth to the best ad- 
vantage. And the Government likewise wishes, 
that the towns of the several states might be in- 
duced actively to employ tl^emselves in the la- 
bours of the most productive industrious callings, 
to augment their knowledge by means of read- 
ing and rational society with each other, and 
to watch over the education of their children. 

The Deputy will understand that no measure 
which can in any way conduce to the accomplkh- 
ment of these expressed wishes of the Govern- 
ment, can possibly be reprehensible, inasmuch as, 
to effect the object, they must be moral and ho- 
nourable, and consequently admissible. The De- 
puty, moreover, will perceive that he is in no 
manner to conceive himself subjected to the cal- 
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culations or details in these instructions, as the 
copious and various channels which may lead to 
the ultimate beneficial results pointed out are left, 
in a great measure, for his sagacity and talents to 
discover : and these are invariably to be exerted 
for bringing about, and solidly establishing, aU 
things which may contribute to the favourable 
issue of the commission with which he is en- 
trusted. 

Nevertheless, the following articles are laid 
down as the bases of the powers with which he is 
invested. 

Article 1 . The Commissioner shall exert all his 
means and abilities to inspire all and each of the 
Governments with which he treats with the fullest 
confidence, with regard to the moral disinterested- 
ness and national zeal of his Government. For 
this purpose, what he ought chiefly to avoid, is 
mystery, and the appearance of reserve; and like- 
wise, showing, or giving cause to suspect, that he 
himself supports any party, 

2» The most especial duty which is confided to 
the Commissioner is, to convince all the authori- 
ties and chiefs of the states, with the Govern- 
ments of which he is going to treat, that, neither 
on the part of the Government of Buenos Ayres, 
nor of the inhabitants of this city, who have, or 
may in fature have, an influence in their admi- 
nistration, there does or shall exist, any ill-will 
k2 
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on account of past events ; and that as little 
is such feeling to be apprehended as likely to 
cause the least aversion towards the said chiefe 
or authorities. 

3. The Commissioner will cause it to be under- 
stood that it is the decisive opinion of the Govern- 
ment of Buenos Ayres, that the persons who are 
b^t calculated to promote the organization of 
the National Body, are those who now may go- 
vern the states : and that on this point it does 
not, and thinks that it should not, make any ex- 
ception : and that, in virtue thereof, it accounts 
it to be one of its primary duties to support 
all the existing governments, and those which 
may yet be established ; recommending that no 
alteration or change of persons be made in them, 
till the installation of the Government and General 
Legislative Body. 

4. The Commissioner, therefore, will endeavour 
to induce all the Governments with which he 
treats, to co-operate, in the most active and effi- 
cacious manner, in concert with the Goyeniment 
of Buenos Ayres, to establish a Government and 
a General Legislative Body. 

5. The Commissioner will impress on them, 
that, in order to obtain so desirable and impor- 
tant a result, the most necessary and efficacious 
method is, that each Government should com- 
mence by publishing a detailed account of the 
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resources of its treasury ; of the expenses called 
for by each of its depaitments : making' a state- 
ment of the improvements that its Government 
and respective country require ; of the evils which 
it is essential to' remedy or to prevent ; and of the 
means which, in its opinion, are most likely to 
conduce to that object. With this view the Go- 
vernment of Buenos Ayres offers, at its own ex- 
pense, to print such documents, and all other 
papers, of the other Grovemments alluded to, tend- 
ing to the end proposed. 

6. The Commissioner will also endeavour to 
set forth the importance of this idea, namely, 
that each of the Provinces which have more than 
one Government should unite its different towns 
under one alone. The Government is aware 
that that point may be subject to many diffi- 
culties in its practical execution ; and, therefore, 
knowing this, it again repeats the recommenda- 
tion of prudence and of consultation on each case, 
communicating the particular circumstances there- 
of, so that co-operation may be given by the espe- 
cial resolution which this Grovemment may advise. 

7. The Commissioner will instruct the Govern- 
ments and towns to which he is deputed concern- 
ing the views of the Government of Buenos 
Ayres, with respect to promoting the prosperity 
of the whole nation, and of each state, by estab- 
lishing a national fund for objects of general uti- 
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lity. The first of the said objects is to supply a 
capital for the commerce and industry of each 
state ; and the second, to open a communication 
by water to the places of the greatest traffic ; and 
especially the three navigable routes to the port of 
Buenos Ayres, from the Bio Bermejo on the north, 
secondly from Los Bios, thirdly from El Parang, 
and on the south from Diamante and Salado. That 
the Government of Buenos Ayres is endeavoxuing 
to bring to perfection all these plans, and others, 
as well of general utUity as of particular use to 
each province, town, and village, to demonstrate,- 
in a befitting manner, and in an intelligible and 
convincing way, that its whole attention has been 
for some time past directed to take advantage of 
all occurrences and resources which tend to pre- 
pare for the nation the means to put them into 
execution. 

8. The Commissioner on presenting to each 
of the Governments with which he is to treat, 
the credentials, given to him for that pur- 
pose, shall promote, in the way he shall deem 
most expedient, the objects of his mission ; for 
which end he will take the necessary time to 
obtain a knowledge of the place, and of the 
persons in it, in order to guide him in the 
fulfilment of his duties ; and, by means of fre- 
quent communication with his Government, he 
win report on the dispositions of the Govern- 
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ments and Towns, and also on the progress of the 
important work committed to his charge ; and, in 
conformity with the tenor of his correspondence, 
he will receive instructions more in detail, and be 
informed of the resolutions adopted in consequence 
of his information. 

The Government feels convinced that the Com- 
missioner will exhibit ability and zeal in the dis- 
charge of his duties, and in the observance of 
these instructions which are now given to him by 
his Government. 

Bernardino Rivadavia. 

Buenos Ayres, 30th May, 1823. 



SECOND PART. 



POLITICAL ASPECT 

OF THE 

UNITED PROVINCES 

OF 

RIO DE LA PLATA, 

IN THE PRESENT YEAR 1825. 



A YEAK has elapsed since the Confidential 
Letter, with which this publication commences, 
was written in Buenos Ayres; and that year 
furnishes materials wherewith in some shape to 
complete .it. It i$ important that the beginning 
and the ending should be thoroughly made known ; 
although, among a certain class of people, it is 
difficult to induce a belief that any order of pro- 
gressive improvement can possibly take place in 
America. It is not known whether this occurs 
in consequence of the credit attached to the no- 
tion that persons who possess any share of rea- 
soning powers are bom there in very small num- 
ber — an assertion which Spain has published to 
the world, at the same time that she has uniformly 
insisted on being acknowledged as their legitimate 
mother. Some of those people, perchance, will 
affect to entertain that opinion solely in compli- 
ment to the right of antiquity ; but it would seem 
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th^ there are others, who, considering the Ame- 
ricans as descended from the blood of a nation 
which now shews itself only as if it were destined 
to vegetate in obscurity and degradation^ persuade 
tiiemselves that, by reason of that fact alone, simi- 
lar occurrences ought to take place betw:een Ame- 
rica and Spain, as between the sin of Adam and 
eternal condemnation. It is but right, therefore, 
to cut the flight of the courtesies of the one, and 
likewise to tranquillize the other, by unfolding to 
them the state of that country with which we are 
best acquainted — namely, the Republic of Rio de 
la Plata. 

The Letter, which is published, leaves affairs in 
Buenos Ayres under these two |ioints of view : — 

1st. That all the institutions, established and 
erected on the principles of civilisation, had given 
credit and prosperity to the place ; and that the 
only thing remaining to be done was to preserve 
them. 

2dly. That, after having terminated the prac- 
tical organization of Buenps Ayres, what remained 
in the second place to effect was the extension of 
its influence, in a direct manner, to all the pro* 
vinces of the Union. 

The change of the public administration, made 
in Buenos Ayres in conformity with the law of 
April 1824^ justly encreased the responsibility 
which the ministry going out of oflSice had in- 
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curred — ^by closing the war of independence, and 
opening the career of liberty, as that was the 
grand and most elevated object proposed by the 
revolution of that country — while it placed the 
administration coming into power in another si^ 
tuation of responsibility, namely, that of com- 
pleting the new institutions, by sometimes retain- 
ing and sometimes extending them with prudence 
and sHU. The first work was, moreover, consi- 
dered extremely difficult ; and the second imprac- 
ticable, as depending on the other ; but no other 
motive for such apprehensions appears to have 
existed than that derived from the repeated ex- 
amples which that country has presented, in the 
course of the revolution, of inconsistency, as well 
in her political principles, as in the maintenance 
of her public forms : so certain is it, that when it 
is considered to be troublesome to go deeply into 
the merits of events, it is always found con- 
venient to confine observation to the surface of 
them. It is requisite, then, that we should save 
ourselves from this reproach; It is necessary to 
repeat an observation which has already been 
made, that the weight of it may not be forgotten; 
namely, that t;he war in which the United Pro- 
vinces of Rio de la Plata have . been involved, 
during msmy years, at one time to conquer the 
necessary territory, at another to escape from the 
oppression of the tribunals of the mother-country, 
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whose penal codes have for their bases the flames 
of sacrificial fire, has been the matter to which at- 
tention has been mostly directed. On this ac- 
count the chiefs of the revolution have applied to 
no other study than to that of the sword, and the 
population in general have received no instruction 
but in handling the musket. Nevertheless, the 
advantages to which, even in this point of view, 
they have evidently attained, prove clearly, with- 
out the necessity of recurring to what is now pass- 
ing, that the interior conduct of the country would 
have been essentially different, had the inhabitants 
but had time to shake from them the effects of the 
terrors which the most fanatical of mothers be- 
queathed to them. It is essential — and why 
sliould it be otherwise ? — to explain all things with 
frankness. Under many points of view, during 
two-thirds of that revolution, it was indispen- 
sable for my countrymen to pay homage to the 
dvil principles of their ancestors. There always 
have been several Spaniards in that order of 
things, preponderating among the whole popula- 
tion, always excepting the innate wish of sepa- 
rating from them — an innate wish which not 
even the want of civilisation has been able lo 
weaken, and which in the end has given the chil- 
dren the ascendancy over their fathers. There is 
no doubt of it ; we repeat the assertion ; and no 
one assuredly will have the imprudence to deny 
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it. During that period, the children have shown 
themselves, not unfrequently, as to their interior 
arrangements, more or less as^ their fathers have 
shown and continue to show themselves, although 
with one essential differefice, which it is always 
fit to bear in mind, namely, that no change of 
government, by any revolutionary movement, and 
no disorder in the public forms of administration, 
have ever been able to establish the principle that 
God commanded, as in his chosen nation, to re- 
trograde to slavery. 

Undoubtedly there was reason, at that time, to 
take note of the defect of inconsistency, although 
there was certainly none to repeat it to satiety. 
But is it now a time to dwell on retrospective 
views ? Is it meant to be insinuated, that because 
these states were what it was compulsory dn them 
to be, they are for ever to be the same? The 
contrary is clearly proved. Since the exterior 
war began to cease to be an exclusive affair in 
that country; since its independence acquired solid 
guarantees in consequence of the emancipation of 
the continental republics ; and since, by reason of 
all these things, the first argument might haVe 
been conceded to be resolved, namely, the applica-* 
tion to devise the means of effecting a real and 
prosperous existence, which in fact was under- 
taken, when tlie people had the good sense enthu- 
siastically to welcome the principles detailed in 
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the letter now published, at which moment that 
country ceased entirely to be a dependency of 
Spain. With an exemplary rapidity, and with 
an excessive degree of improvement, it shook from 
it its old habits ; it exalted itself above its here- 
ditary prejudices, throwing open the barriers of 
civilisation, the influence and advantages of which, 
once thoroughly experienced, suffice to moralize 
not only a mild population, like that of the United 
Provinces, but even tribes the mogt savage — Civi- 
lisation ! — that name and that thing which is so 
much beloved, and yet so much opposed! Ne- 
vertheless, to the name and to the thing it is 
indispensable to render the liveliest homage of the 
purest gratitude. To those things, to their power, 
and to their beneficent influence, it is that an inde- 
pendent population could alone subject themselves 
with hope and without fear. 

It appears totally unnecessary to discuss whe^ 
ther, at the present time, civilisation has or has 
not exercised a powerful influence in that country, 
since it is perceptible in the published letter ; the 
truth of which, by the very fact of its being given 
to the world, is to the fullest extent guaranteed. 
The supposition of falsity was at one time surr 
mised, to augment the conviction, which was 
pretty generally disseminated, that the new in- 
stitutions of that country contained a fertile germ 
of that baseness : — undoubtedly some other infamy 
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will be iiiVeiitecl to cut off all ajipeal ! It is but 
ri^t ib hope that the simple manner with which 
thes& itistitutions have been planted there, will 
be bbtTie in recollectioti ; that is, by putting 
theory a^ide and adhering strictly to practice. 
There no constitution exists, as constitution is 
and has bfeen interpreted; and yet nothing is 
tHthtifag. Social liefcessities have been supplied 
ad thfey appe^ed to be wanting, without being 
cni^hed #ith the eiiormou^ weight of a sudden 
cbllefctlon. Ill this manner, the laws of reform 
have not<been only wHtten — all has been done in 
regular cdtltinuation : the knowledge of the ne- 
ces^iy of k la\*r, thfe formation of it, the approval 
of it hf the repr^^ntattive^ of the State, and the 
e^tecfutioit tii it by the Government, have appeared 
to bfe m^ atid the same act. But we shall better 
esitdfclish the point on which we are treating, if 
we reflect that the public administration, on which 
ffell the rfeSpotisibility of preserving and diffusing 
the institutions of that country, has afcted on it 
daritig more than a year of experience ; so that 
now not only the spirit of violent innovations on 
the part of the States appears to be corrected, but 
also the germ of dissolution, which usually affects 
popular governments, seems as if annihilated. 

In this year it has been observed that no sub- 
stantial alteration has been made in the principles 
of social reform, which began, to spring up in 
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1821: all the public and individual guarantees 
subsist in Buenos Ayres : through them, all per- 
sons, be they natives or foreigners, passengers in 
the country, or domiciliated therein, enjoy security 
and liberty, without restrictions : through them, 
no one has been molested in the exercise of civil 
and natural rights, whether he professes the same 
political or religious faith, or one opposed to the 
fundamental bases of the republic : through them, 
property has also been in the strictest manner 
respected ; as the doctrine is always acted upon, 
that that principle powerfully influenires pros- 
perity, and thus materially acts on civilisation: 
and through them every one, who has thought fit 
so to do, has entered or left the States freely, with 
his fortune, or without it, not considering whether 
it had been acquired in the country, or brought to 
it. In this manlier, in this year, the concourse 
of foreigners, capitals, and artisans of different 
kinds, has increased in my country in a two-fold 
ratio ; and her commerce, as well exterior as in- 
terior, has become so wonderfully extended, that, 
without the necessity of augmenting any of the 
taxes, but on the contrary adopting always A 
gradual reduction in the dues on importation, the 
products of the Custom-house in 1824 have 
exceeded those of 1823 by a fifth. The state- 
ment, No. 1, will serve to be placed in comparison 
with the statement G, which accompanies the 
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published Letter; placing between the two the 
statement, No. 2, shewing the produce of the 
Custom-house in the days of the Spanish Govern- 
ment. It is but rational to suppose that these 
documeoits will perspicuously exhibit the contrast 
between that former ominous situation and the- 
I»osperity which is now enjoyed ; and that the 
contrast' will serve as the ground-work for a cal- 
culation of the resources which my country may 
yet possei^s in times to come. 



No. 1. 



From the General Statement respecting the amount of the Public 
Revenue of the Province of Buenos Ayres in the year 1 824, 
was made the following Extract of the Receipts, 

Receipts of the 1st class— Dues and taxes 2,350,215 d^| 
of the 2d class— Sale of property 78,582 2^ 



of the 9d class — Rents, revenues, "» 150004, la 

and profits J * * 

2,588,792 2J 

NOTES. 

1st. The items of the first class are almost entirely com- 
posed of Custom-houie dues, inasmuch as the taxes as yet 
produce little, and every endeavour is used to establish 
them very gradually, and without any violence. 

2d. The loan contracted in London by that Province in 
1824, for one million of pounds sterling, negotiated by the 
•Government at 70 per cent., and the shares of which stock 
are now at 92| in England, is, in fact, untouched, as it is 

l2 



14» 
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employed, ia conformity with |l l^yv of the RfpreftentatiTes 
of the State, in constructing a port in Buenos Ayres, in cities 
on the southern coast, and in facilitating the emigration of 
European families. The ordinary and extraordinary ex- 
penses of the Province are defrayed by the ordinary receipts, 
and, for the most part, an overplus remains in hand. 



No. 2. 

Statement of the legitimate Receipts, Expenses^ and net 
produce of the Royal Custom-house of Buenos Ayres in 
the five years from 1791 to 1795, prior to the last war 
with England, with the amount per cent, of the cost of its 
administration in each year, and in the whole time ; and 
also the like for the year 180^, comparing it with the 
average amount of these five years. 



Average 

percenL 

on the 

whole 

5jtMS. 



Vears 



1791 
' 1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 



1802 



Receipts. 



336,532 

468,850 2 4 3-" 

423,623 62 

407,984 2 15 f 

310,858 7 3«w 



1,947,849 7 22 •" 



Averagf 



(acrense 

Jin laoe. 



£xpendltare. 



25,866 
26,018 
26,002 
24,129 
21,643 



17 

25 •« 

11 4" 



8 6-13 



123,669 6 284" 



389,569 7 22 « « 
857,702 5 21 



468,132 5 32«ow 



24,733 7 26 ' 
25,205 2 13 



Nett Product. 



^'2 



310,666 3 17«-"at8i 
441,822 1 8»M "" 
397,621 3 8 « " 
383,854 6 4 »-» 
289,215 25 



1,823,778 7,10 



471 2 20"-" 



364,835 7 30 
832,497 3 8 



467,661 3 11" »«I 



at6| 
3 



at 6} 



Dated Buenos Ayres, 89th January, 1808. 

By such a gradual, but constantly progressive 
advancement, besides the first interest of that 
country being fulfilled, which, as h^ already bow 
said, consisted in the preservation Qf the iBstitHr 
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M, the second has also been propitiously re- 
alized. In December 1824, the national body 
wa« installed, forming a Chamber of Represen- 
tatives of all the Provinces of the nation. That 
act — eminently important for the country, in- 
asmuch as it was the result of the most intimate 
conviction spontaneously declared by each state — 
hae^ given rise to the hope thait no violent altera- 
tion of the public administi'atlan will again return 
to perplex affairs. But the first measures of the 
National Body appear to offer a stronger gua- 
vaxitee. On the principle that it is most expedient 
not to enter on any general regulation of the 
territory, unless it be upon the same basis by 
which Buenos Ayres regulated herself, that is 
to say, practically, the chamber passed a law, 
whereby it commanded a census to be taken of 
the population of all the provinces, and a state- 
ment of all public property ; and^ at the same 
time, the Government charged with the executive 
authority, notified to each of them the necessity 
at undertaking forthwith— =- 

" Ist. The regulation in- each province of its 
intemalt administration, on a footitig of strict' 
economy ; that is to say, that more ought not to 
be expended in its administration than what was 
barely necessary for the service being well per- 
formed. 

" 2d. The accurate publication of the resources 
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and means of each province, and of its expen- 
diture, without fear of a deficiency appearing; 
inasmuch as credit is less prejudiced by the 
knowledge of a deficiencif than by mystery, un- 
certainty, and confusion. 

" 3d. The skilful imposition of taxes, regulated 
on the basis of good principles, so that they may 
injure as little as possible the productive labours 
of industry, which is the fountain of public wealth, 
and the inexhaustible fund of the revenue. 

" 4th. The examination and promulgation of 
the public property, which can be put to account, 
and serve a6 mortgages for the debts contracted 
by the nation. 

" 5th. To establish as a sacred law the invio- 
lability of property and persons in the interior 
of each of the provinces." 

These are the first measures of the general 
puUic administration of that country. They 
need no comments. But it is now the proper 
place to add an important document, which also 
belongs to the same period, namely, the treaty 
of friendship, commerce, and navigation, concluded 
in Buenos Ayres, between the Governments of his 
Britannic Majesty and the United Provinces ; the 
tenor of which is as follows : — 
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Treaty of Amity, Commerce, afid Navigation, 
between his Britannic Mcgesty and the United 
Provinces of Rio dt la Plata. 

Be it known, that a treaty of Amity, Com- 
merce, and Navigation, having been concluded 
and signed in due form on the 2d day of the 
present month of February, by Don Manuel Jose 
Garcia, Plenipotentiary on the part of the Go* 
vemment of the United Provinces of Rio de la 
Plata, and Mr. Woodbine Parish, Plenipotentiary 
on the part of his Britannic Majesty ; the fol- 
lowing is a literal copy of that treaty : 

Extensive Commercial Intercourse having 
been established for a series of years between 
the dominions of his Britannic Majesty, and 
the territories of the United Provinces of Rio de 
la Plata, it seems good for the security as well 
as the encouragement of such Commercial inter- 
course, and for the maintenance of good under- 
standing between his said Britannic Majesty and 
the said United Provinces, that the relations 
now subsisting between them should be regularly 
acknowledged and confirmed by the signature of 
a treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation. 

For this purpose they have named their re- 
spective Plenipotentaries ; tliat is to say : — 

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland ; Woodbine Parish, 
Esquire, his said Majesty's Consul-general in the 
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Province of Buenos Ayres and itsi dependei^Gies ; 
aod t;he United Provinces ojT £^o ^ la PUtta, 
Seiior Don Manuel Jose Garcia, Ministei: Seqre*- 
tary for the Departments of Government, Finance, , 
and Foreign Affairs, of the National Executive 
Power of the said Provinces ; who, after having 
communicated to each other their respective full 
powers, found to be in due and proper form, have 
agreed upon and concluded the following Articles : 

1. There shall be perpetual amity between 
the dominions and subjects of his Majesty the 
King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and the United Provinces of Rio de 
1^ Plata, and their inhabitants. 

2. There shall be, between all the territories of 
his Britannic Majesty in Europe, and the tend^ 
tones of the United Provinces of Rio de la 
Plata, a reciprocal freedom of commerce : the 
inhabitants of the two countries respectively, shall 
have liberty freely and securely to come with 
their ships and cargoes to all such places, poets, 
and rivers, in the territories aforesaid, to which 
other foreigners are, or may be permitted to 
come, to enter into the same, and remain and re- 
side in any part of the said territories respec- 
tively ; also to hire and occupy houses and ware- 
houses for the purposes of their commerce ; and, • 
generally, the merchants and traders of each 
nation, respectively, shall enjoy the most comr 
plete protection and security for their commerce; 
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subject sJmojs to the laws and statutes of t}»» 
two couAtms. respectively. 

3; His. Majesty the King of the UiKited King- 
dom of' Great Britain and Ireland engages ftir* 
ther, i^aat in all his dominions ^tuated out of 
£hi£ope9 the inhabitants of the United Provinces 
of Rio de la Plata shall have the like Uberty of 
commerce and navigation, stipulated for in the 
preceding article, to the full: extent in which 
the same is permitted at present, or shall) be 
permitted hereafter, to any other nation. 

4. No higher or other duties shall be imposed 
on the importation into the territories of his 
Britannic Majesty of any articles of thegrovs^ 
produce, or manufacture of the United Pro^ 
yinces: of Rio de la Plata ; and no higher or other 
duties shall be imposed on the importation into 
the said United Provinces, of any articles of the 
gcowth, produce, or manufacture of his Britan- 
niC' Majesty's dominions, Uian are or shaU be 
payable on the like articles, being the growth^ 
produce, or manufacture of any otlieiv forei^ 
country; nor shall any other or higher,^ dutiese 
or c&ai^es be imposed in the territories or do- 
minions of either of the contracting parties, on* 
the e2q)ortation of any articles to the territo^ 
ries or dominions of the other, than such- as. are 
or* may be payable on the exportation ^ of t}i& 
like articles to any other fore^n * country ; iMxr 
shall any prohibition be: imposed upon the expoii- 
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tation or importation of an j articles the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of his Britannic Majes- 
ty's dominions, or of the said United Provinces 
which shall not equally extend to all other nations. 

5. No higher or other duties or chains on 
account of tonnage, light, or harbour dues, pilot- 
age, salvage in case of damage or shipwreck, or 
any other local charges, shall be imposed, in any 
of the ports of the said United Provinces, on 
British vessels, of the burthen of above one hun- 
dred and twenty tons, than those payable in the 
same ports, by vessels of the said United Pro- 
vinces of the same burthen ; nor in the ports of 
any of his Britannic Majesty's territories, on the 
vessels of the United Provinces, of above one 
hundred and twenty tons, than shall be payable 
in the same ports, on British vessels of the same 
burthen. 

6. The same duties shall be paid on the im- 
portation into the said United Provinces of any 
article the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
his Britannic Majesty's dominions, whether such 
importation shall be in vessels of the said United 
Provinces, or in British vessels ; and the same 
duties shall be paid on the importation into the 
dominions of his Britannic Majesty of any ar- 
ticle the growth, produce, or manufacture of the 
said United Provinces, whether such importation 
shall be in British vessels, or in vessels of the 
said United Provinces : the same duties shall be 
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paid, and the same drawbacks and bounties 
allowedi on the exportation of any articles of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of his Britannic 
Majesty's dominions to the said United Pro- 
vinces, whether such exportation shall be in 
vessels of the said United Provinces, or in British 
vessels ; and the same duties shall be paid, and 
the same bounties and drawbacks allowed, on 
the exportation of any articles the growth, pro- 
dace, or manufacture of the said United Pro- 
vinces to his Britannic Majesty's dominions, whe- 
ther such exportation shall be in British vessels, 
or in vessels, of the said United Provinces. 

7. In order to avoid any misunderstanding 
with respect to the regulations which may re- 
spectively constitute a British vessel, or a vessel 
of the said United Provinces, , it is hereby agreed, 
that all vessels built in the dominions of his 
Britannic Majesty, and owned, navigated, and 
r^stered according to the laws of Great Britain, 
shall be considered as British vessels ; and that 
all vessels built in the territories of the said 
United Provinces, properly registered, and owned 
by the citizens thereof, or any of them, and 
whereof the master and three-fourths of the 
mariners at least are citizens of the said United 
Provinces, shall be considered as vessels of the 
said United Provinces. 

8. All merchants, commanders of ships, and 
others, the subjects of his Britannic Majesty, 
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ahatt faave the aamr liberty in all the tersitories 
of. the satd Uxuted^ PiN)¥iiices». as the natires 
tfaeceof^ to mani^ their own affinrs themselres^ 
09 to commit t&em to the mani^ment of whom- 
soever they please^ as broker, factor, agent, or ih^ 
ta!preter; nor shall they be obliged to employ 
azty other persons for those pm*poses^ nor to pay 
ttem any salary or remuneration^ mdess^ th^ 
shall choose to employ liiemt; andt ateolute &ee^ 
dom shall be allowed^ in aU< caaes^ tnr the buyer 
and seller to bargain and fix the* piice of any 
good^ wares, or merchandize imported into^ or 
exported from, the said United Pro^noes, as 
tiiey shall see good. 

9. In whatever rdates to the kding' and^ un^ 
ladmg of ships, the safety of merchandize, goods^ 
and effects, the disposal of property of every sort 
and denomination, by sale, donation, or exchange 
or in any other manner whatsoever, as alfio the 
administration of justice, the subjects and; citi^- 
Mas of the two contracting parties shall^ enjoy^ 
itt' their respective dominions^ the same privi^ 
l^es, liberties, and rights> as the most favoured 
nation, and shall not be charged, in any of 
these respects/ higher duties or imposts than 
those which are paid, or may be paid, by the 
native subjects or citizens of the power in* whose 
dominions they may be residenti They shall be 
exempted from all compulsory ^ military service 
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whatsoever, whether by sea or land, and frotti ail 
^rced bans, or military exactions or requiisitions ; 
neither 8hall they be cmipeUed to pay any or^ 
dinary taxes, under any pretext whatsoev^, 
greater than those that are paid by native sub- 
jects- or citizens. 

10. It shall be free for each of the two con* 
tracting parties to appoint consuls for the pro^ 
tection of trade, to reside in the dominions and 
territories of the other party; but before any 
consul shall act as such, he shall, in the usual 
form, be approved and admitted by the Govern*- 
ment to which he is sent; and either of the 
c<mtracting parties may except from the resi*- 
dence of consuls such particular places as eitiier, 
of them may judge fit to be so excepted. 

11. For the better security of commerce be* 
tween the subjects of his J^tannic Majesty^ and 
the inhabitants of the United Provinces of Rio 
de la Plata, it is agreed, that if at any time aigr 
interruption of friendly commercid intercourse, 
or any rupture, shovdd unfortunatdy take place 
between the two contractii^ parties, the subjects 
or citizens of cither of the two contracting parties 
residii^ in the dominioiis of the other, shnll . 
have the privilege of remaining and continiring 
their trade therein, witihant any kind of mfses* 
ruption, so long as they behave peaceably, and 
eenunit no offence ag^nst the laws;^ and thev 
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effects and property, whether entrusted to indi- 
viduab or to the state, shall not be lialde to 
seizure or sequestration, or to any other demands 
than those which may be made upon the like 
effects or property, belonging to the native inha^ 
bitants of the State in which such subjects or 
citizens may reside. 

12. The subjects of his Britannic Majesty re- 
siding in the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata, 
shall not be disturbed, persecuted, or annoyed on 
account of their religion, but they shall have 
perfect liberty of conscience therein, and to cele- 
brate divine service either within their own pri- 
vate houses, or in their own particular churches 
or chapels, which they shall be at liberty to build 
and maintain in convenient places, approved of 
by the Government of the said United Provinces: 
liberty shall also be granted to bury the sulgects 
of his Britannic Majesty who may die in the 
territories of the said United Provinces, in their 
own burial-places, which, in the same manner, 
they may freely establish and maintain. In the 
like manner, the citizens of the said United Pro- 
vinces, shall enjoy, within all the dominions of 
his Britannic Majesty, a perfect and unrestrained 
liberty of conscience, and of exercising their re- 
ligion publicly or privately, within their own 
dwelling houses, or in the chapels and places of 
worship appointed for that purpose, agreeably to 
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the system of toleration established in the domi- 
nions of his said Majesty.* 

* This twelfth article was sanctioned by the Congress of 
the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata, (in which there 
were eight individuals belonging to the secular clergy,) 
with only two dissentient voices; and even these were 
founded on what is usually termed circumstantial objections^ 
without at all contradicting the principles. This information, 
be it <;onsidered in whatever light it may, as to displaying the 
enlightened state of intellect in that country, may be im- 
portant in the present day ; when the Bishop of Rome, 
uniting himself to Ferdinand VII., that Fac-simile of the 
Grand Turk, appears resolved to re-conquer, for his be- 
loved brother and ally, the obedience of, the new States 
of America: to re-conquer them, believing that he can still 
«xercise a despotic authority over the clergy of these 
States. This information may save his Holiness from the 
sin of following up a task, the whole burden of which must 
fall upon himself; since it proves that now he has no pro- 
selytes there who advocate the privileges of burning and of 
enslaving: but if it might be permitted. to an humble, but 
human voice, freely to approach the holy father, this ap- 
pears a fit opportunity, with all respect to inform him, that 
the American clergy will receive his Circular of the 24th 
September, 1824, not as the fruit of a frail and delirious 
imagination, but as a document descended from Heaven for 
their felicity. The clergy of that country have kept pace 
with political independence ; by doing which, besides having 
advanced themselves in intelligence and pure morality, they 
have also obtained a very high reputation; but His Ho- 
LiNBss not only wishes them to lose that repute, but also to 
become themselves the destroyers of it : and still His Ho- 
liness pretends that he hopes and strives to devise a measure 
which may tend to exalt the importance of the American 
clergy, and also that of their church. Few words, Holy 
Father, suffice for the wise ! 
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13. It shall be b&e for the subjects of His 
Britannic Majesty, residing in the United Pro- 
vinces of Rio de La Plata, to dispose of their pro- 
perty, of every description, by will or testament, 
as they may judge fit ; and, in the event of any 
British subject dying without such will or testa- 
ment in the territories of the said United Pro- 
vinces, the British Consul-general, or, in his ab- 
s^tice, his representative, shall have the right to 
nominate curators to take charge of the property 
of the deceased, for the benefit of his lawfiil heirs 
and creditors, without interference, giving conve- 
nient notice thereof to the authorities of the coun- 
try, and reciprocally. 

14i His Britannic Majesty, being extremely 
desirous of totally abolishing the Slave trade, the 
United Provinces of Rio de la. Plata engage to co- 
operate with his Britannic Majesty for the com-* 
pletioh of so beneficent a work, and to prohibit all 
persons inhabiting within the said United Pro- 
vinces, or subject to their jurisdiction, in the most 
effectual manner^ and by the most solemn laws, 
fifom takitig ^tiy share in such trade. 

16. The present treaty shall be ratified, and the 
ratifications shall be exchanged in London within 
four liionths, ofr sooner if possible. 

In witness whereof, the respective I'lenipoten- 
tiaries have signed the same, and have affixed 
their seals thereunto. 
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Done at Buenos Ayres, the second day of Feb- 
ruary, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
^ght hundred and twenty-five. 

Woodbine Parish, (l.s.) 
H. B. M. Consul General! 
Manuel Jose Oarcia, (l.s.) 

We, Juan Gregorio de las Heras, Captain- 
general anft Governor of the Province of Buenos 
Ayres, charged with the Supreme Executive 
Power of the United Provinces of Rio de la 
Plata, actually united in Congress, having, in 
conformity with the fundamental law of the 
23d January 1825, communicated the said treaty 
to the Constituent Congress for its approbation, 
and obtained its full power and consent for the 
ratification and confirmation of the said treaty, 
by the present act ratify and confirm it in 
form, promising, and binding ourselves, in the 
name of the said United Provinces of Rio de la 
Plata, that all the stipulations made, and all the 
obligations contracted therein, shall be sacredly 
and inviolably complied with. 

In faith of which we sign the present deed of rati- 
fication, and have caused it to be countersigned by 
our Minister Secretary of State for the departments 
of war and marine, sealing it in a solemn man- 
ner with the seal of the nation, in Buenos Ayres, 
this nineteenth day of the month of February, in 

M 
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the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-five. 

(Signed) Juan Gbegokio de las Heras. 
Francisco de la Cruz. 

(l. s.) 

This is the first treaty which has been con- 
cluded between a government that has existed 
during centuries, and one that reckons but the 
completion of fifteen years: between a European 
and an American Government. The nature of 
that document, and the very objects for which it 
is destined, leave no room to insert in it the mass 
of reflections, and the general observations to 
which that act gives rise, whether with reference 
to what is derived from it in respect to the politi- 
cal existence of the rising states of the New World, 
or as regards its relation with the definitive con- 
quest of that same existence, but principally from 
the consideration that this act may be beheld as 
the legal preliminary of that new order of social 
and commercial relations already anticipated some 
time ago, and infinitely more important than 
the state of things which was forced on the world 
by the discovery of the new hemisphere by the old. 
Such reflections would be out of place here: what 
it is befitting to mention, is of subaltern import ; 
and that reduces itself to a mere consideration 
of the treaty with respect to what is deducible 
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from that document in favour of the idea which 
it is endeavoured to propagate, namely, that in 
the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata, the field 
of civilization is becoming more expansive, and 
consequently the security of the institutions which 
have been there established. • 

To ascertain that fact, it is requisite to give to 
this document but a moderate degree of attention. 
In it are included the fundamental principles of 
these institutions^-^Ae inviolability of property y and n 
the security of persons^ whatever be the origin of J 
either y in peace or in war. — That treaty was made 
with the authority of all the provinces, subsequent- 
ly to the establishment of the national body — a 
trutli which proves, in the absence of all other facts, 
that these states, besides having embraced these 
identical principles, are solemnly pledged to uphold 
them : and, what is more, to grant the enjoyment of 
these very rights to any nation whatsoever which 
is desirous of making such stipulations by means of 
a treaty y according to all the forms of the public law 
of nations. The reason is obvious. The said treaty 
concluded with his Britannic Majesty's Govern- 
ment evinces that these provinces have essentially 
put into practice the principle proclaimed in Bue- 
nos Ayres in 1822, that their commercial relations 
with all the nations of the world shall possess as 
a basis a perfect reciprocity, and that, in order 
not to concede privileges to one more than to ano- 

M 2 
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ther, what they grant to one they will readily ac- 
cord to the rest. They do well : but the reason 
would be irrelevant. 

Another observation must be made> not only 
on account of its utility, but also of its justice. It 
has been generally fiaid that the treaty was pro- 
posed by the Government of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty, more or less as it is now worded ; and that 
it will be the only one which will be made in 
these provinces, inasmuch as according to it will 
be modelled all treaties that may be made be* 
tween the United Provinces and other nations. 
It ought certainly to be esteemed as a very 
honourable circumstance for these republicans, 
that the most respectable Government of Europe 
has taken the decided lead in that first treaty; 
but it is no more than proper, at the same time, 
to confess that the country of the United Pro- 
vinces does not owe to that treaty the existence 
of the principles contained in it. It is true, that 
by the mere act of having proposed it, sudi as 
it stands, confidence is proved to have been 
placed in the progress of intelligence in these 
states. — Here a comparison might be made with 
Spain, were it not otherwise certain that she can- 
not be compared but with herself. But what is 
to the p\urpose» and must not be omittcSi, is, that, 
long before that treaty was made, in Buenos 
Ayres, and in almost all the territory, these 
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principles were in most parts well known, and in 
others rigidly practised. Here then we see the 
more rational cause which makes it likely that the 
treaty concluded with his Britannic Majesty will 
be the model for all others; since the bases of 
'the treaty are no more than a consequence of the 
social principles of the United Provinces. 

But there is still something to be added. All 
that is known of that part of America concurs in 
establishing the belief that, in the present day, in 
a treaty of this or that nature, with whatsoever 
nation it may be made, the only important cir- 
cumstance to that country consists in a document 
being produced which gives complete assurance 
that pc^session may there be kept of what it has 
gained by the sword: and to the nation which con- 
tracts, the only important point would be, that the 
greatest confidence should be inspired throughout 
its dominions as to the enjoyment of the guaran- 
tees which might be secured through a medium 
which they know, or which is usual — that of 
Treaties. As to the rest, by such an act that 
country neither adds to the real stability of its ex- 
istence, which nobody can now dispute with it, 
nor do foreigners and their capitals need more gua7 
rantees than the interest which is thereby mani- 
fest to obtain their presence on the one hand, and 
on the other, the protection of the interior laws, 
which have declared, and wiU in future declare, 
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the necessity as well as the convenience of going 
hand in hand with education and wisdom. Before 
that treaty, no one was prohibited from entering 
the country with security of person, of property, 
and of opinions: even Spaniards have come thi- 
ther with more guarantees than in their own 
country. The manufactures imported were the 
English, French, or German ; nay, were they even 
Turkish or Spanish, none paid a higher rate of 
duty than the rest. Within the country every 
foreigner could lay out his money himself, or by 
an agent at pleasure, in large or in small sums, 
according to his views or individual interest: no 
partial taxation was known : no foreigner, under 
any pretext, was subjected to more than the na- 
tives. Thus it is proved, in the present day, that, 
in Buenos Ajrres one of Mr. Canning's countrymen 
has as great rights as a vassal of Ferdinand's. 

From what has been stated, therefore, it may 
without violence be deduced, that there is not .the 
slightest ground to suspect that, in the Provinces 
of Rio de la Plata, any retrogression will take 
place in the march towards civilization which they 
have undertaken. It is necessary then to abandon 
all compliment and all scruples. Even the sole 
resource which appears to be left to those bom 
with hostile feelings towards the advancement of 
the human species can have now no influence in the 
social order of that country. They will attempt. 
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perchance, to introduce agents there, who may stir 
the fire of civil discord: they will attempt to put 
into practice those murderous and immoral ma- 
chinations with which they are acquainted, and 
which make them appear in the world somewhat 
worse than stationary — that is to say, retrograd- 
ing : they wiU attempt to seduce those scanty rem- 
nants of the fanatical classes, who, being old, can- 
not now become accessible to the true light : all 
this they may attempt, in order to bury an exam- 
ple at which they tremble, and to re-establish 
their abhorred empire — but with what hopes ? — 
I repeat it, with what hopes ? — since the advan- 
tages which they could promise are already in 
possession, now that the great majority of the 
country has begun -to enjoy abundantly what it 
has acquired without the sacrifice of its honour, 
or of its liberty, and, above all, without contribut- 
ing to detain the current of the spirit of the age ? 
What occasion is there to deceive ourselves? — 
that spirit is there predominant ; and now nothing 
is capable of repressing the celerity and force 
with which it diffuses itself. 
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AMERICAN STATISTICS. 



It is well known with what interest America 
inspires speculators of all descriptions in Europe : 
to have obtained this is of more service to that 
new country than all the consideration which its 
governments could procure for it. It is neverthe- 
less very certain that many persons are timorous 
through want of statistical data. This is one of 
the remnants of those blessings for which America 
is indebted to Spain ; but Spain can no longer 
make a convenience of that Continent ! This is 
the right place to remark, that among all the dif- 
ferent writers on th^t country, who have appear- 
ed in later times, not one has thought proper to 
give notices of each state in particular ; of its cli- 
mate, of its productions, and of all, in short, that 
might tend to give an exact idea of each of the 
parts of which all these important matters, as a 
whole, are composed. It is to be lamented that 
such a work has not been undertaken under the 
protection of the American Governments ; but it 
is to be hoped that it will be begun before long. 
This would be the method to complete the great 
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fabric of the prosperity of these countries, giving 
them influence by demonstrating what they are 
intrinsically worth, and what they actually know. 
Until so great ^nd general a benefit be accom- 
plished, an attempt has been made to commence 
it, in part, as far as relates to the ^Provinces 
of Rio de la Plata, whence some details may be 
acquired hitherto -unknown. It is impossible to 
say that they are complete ; much is wanting to 
make them so; and also to stimulate to the 
labour of compiling theiq, according to the rules 
of statistical science. Nevertheless, they are of 
more value than the loose information now pos- 
sessfed, as they have the advantage of having 
been collected from a practical knowledge of the 
whole territory. 

GENERAL STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF THE 
UNITED PKOVINCES OF KIO DE LA PLATA. 

In the following statistical statements, nothing 
will be found to contribute to the advancement 
of that science, nor any thing worthy of incorpo- 
ration in the catalogue of the monuments of Eu- 
ropean magnificence. Let nothing of this kind 
be expected. They will exhibit merely the pecu- 
liarities of a new and naked country, wherein 
much is wanting, which is superabundant in others 
— hands and capitals, for instance — and which. 
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nevertheless, possesses admirable facilities for the 
productive employment of these great ^ents. The 
accomplishment of this also is all that is desired, 
in conformity with the most soUd interests of the 
country under consideration. That coimtry can- 
not as yet aspire to the reputation of being mag- 
nificent — a reputation for which, whatever may 
be her real or artificial advantages, it is indispen- 
sable that she should await the arrival of conse- 
quences from the natural course of events. There 
is, therefore, no cause to employ deception ; nei- 
ther is it that system which is intended to be 
acted upon. The Provinces of Rio de la Plata 
do not present a very flattering prospect for those 
who enjoy the world ; nor of such persons do they 
now stand in need. There the things which in- 
terest the most are capitals, and that class of 
people which, in other parts, is considered as the 
least provided for, and consequently the most 
needy of society. The artizan, the labourer, the 
mechanic, the man who works with his hands, 
are the most valuable acquisitions that can be 
made by that country, where they are certain of 
being repaid for their toil by a comfortable liveli- 
hood, and by a decent place in society. To such 
people the short notices now published may be 
interesting. These, and all that is known be- 
sides of the country, establish {he idea that any 
man of that clasi^, possessing sound morals, and a 
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good disposition to exercise his calling, will there 
find employmesat the moment he arriyes, and in 
a short time the means of enjoying an indepen- 
dent existence. An immense territory, viigin 
and fertile, with abundant productions of the 
three kingdoms of nature, and possessing a cli- 
. mate of the mildest kind, is what presents itself 
to foreigners who are anxious to escape from 
mendicity among inhabitants free and hospitable. 

BUENOS AYRES. 

This is the most interesting of the United Pro- 
vinces of Rio de la Plata, on account of its mari- 
time and terrestrial position, its extent and po- 
pulation, its civilization and institutions, and 
also the abundance of its productions. But it 
is less necessary to give detailed statistical state- 
ments of this province than of any of the others ; 
inasmuch as, besides being the city most resorted 
to by foreigners in all the southern parts of Ame- 
rica since the commencement of the present cen- 
tury, * various periodical works are pubKshed 
there, in which every information is given relative 

* This opinion is not exaggerated. However, passing 
by the many facts which might be quoted, for the present, the 
following extract from a statement presented to die British 
Parliament by its order by the Minister, in January of the 
present year, will suffice to prove it. It comprises the 



172 EIO D£ LA PLATA. 

to its productions, to its interior and exterior cir- 
culation, to the current price of the articles of pro- 
visions of the country and those coming from be- 
yond seas, to that of the fimds, &c. &c. and 
also in one of those periodical publications, enti- 
tled, " Statistical Register of the Province of 



amount of English goods imported into America, and of those 

of America imported into England, during a year, as follows : 

English goods imported into American goods imported into 

America. England. 

Mexico . . 369,776 19 6 221,825 16 9 

Colombia . 305,621 11 8 45,275 8 10 

Peru . . . 408,872 12 6 15,316 12 9 

Chile . . . 489,601 17 2 9,719 19 6 



£1,573,873 10 £292,137 17 10 

Buenos Ayres, or, ^ 

United Provinces V£ 803,237 19 1 £388,338 6 10 

of Rio de la Plata, j 



Whence it is deducible, that the importation to England 
of the produce of the Provinces of Rio de la Plata exceeds 
by 96,200/. 9s. the amount of that of all the other republics 
conjoined ; and that the importation to that country of Eng- 
lish goods amoimts to more than half the value of all the 
importations of such goods to the other republics in aggre- 
gate. This cannot be caused by the greater abundance or 
better quality of the productions, or by the superior number 
of the population in those provinces ; but is solely to be 
attributed to the greater and more ancient concourse of 
foreigners, which, in point of numbers, may be computed* as 
regards England, at an amount of as - many as are to be 
found in all the rest of the nations put together. 
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Bmnos Ayres,'' published at different periods of 
the year, since 1822, under the inspection of the 
first authority in the province, all the information 
that can possibly be desired is to be obtained. It 
is compiled under a fixed plan, which comprises 
seven sections ; — namely, 

1st. Topography. 

2d. Population. 

3d. Means of Production. 

4th. Arts. 

5th. Commerce. 

6th. PubUc Inspection or Authority. 

7th. Results of the antecedent violent mea- 
sures as to the population, or man- 
ners and customs, in an economi- 
cal point of view. 
As therefore this pcj'iodical work can be con- 
sulted on all points of information which are 
wished to be ascertained, no more shall be done, 
with respect to Buenos Ayres, than to copy from 
the Statistical Register, the tables and descriptions 
which are considered of most importance in the 
actual state of things; as, for instance, those which 
point out its locality, temperature, population, and 
other such matters ; to which will be added, a 
topographical plan of the streets of the city, offi- 
cially taken in the year 1824. 
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THE RIVER LA PLATA. 

The city of Buenos A3rres is situated on the 
right bank of the River la Plata, on a hiU ele- 
vated thirty-four feet above the level of its waters, 
which penetrate internally to Chile and Peru. 
The river Parana, which, in the latitude of 27 
degrees, is augmented by the waters of the Para- 
guay, navigable for the distance of 600 leagues, 
and by those of many rivers and rivulets in its 
course; and the Uruguay which, at the same 
latitude, descends from the eastern part, aug- 
menting its volume in the same manner, form a 
wonderful ramification of navigable streams, which 
unite into one channel under the said name of 
the River la Plata. The natives call it Parand 
GuazH^ which- means gredty to distinguish it from 
the Parana before its junction with the Uruguay 
'and other rivers. Hence the mouth by which the 
Parana goes forth to widen and unite itself with 
the other, is caUed the mouth of the Guazu. This 
is the mother of the river. The other mouths, 
de las Palmas, Conchas, and so forth, are of 
little depth. The current of the Guazu, running 
towards the east, proceeds to meet the coast 
which comes from the north-west, as &r as La 
Colonia. There it joins the Uruguay, and, doub- 
ling its waters, goes along the coast till it enters 
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between the island of Martin Garcia and the 
land. The channel which is there formed is so 
rapid that it has obtained among mariners the 
appellation of The Channel of Hell. To the 
other part of the river, on that side of Martin 
Garcia, tow.ards San Ysidro, they have given the 
denomination of The Delight. It has Uttle 
depth, excepting in the canals formed by the 
mouths of Las Palmas and Conchas. After this 
great mass of waters has united, it proceeds ma- 
jestically; and, until its communication with the 
sea, its narrowest point may be computed at 10 
leagues, which is its breadth from the point of 
La Colonia to that of the Mountain Santiago, and 
between the capes of Santa Maria and San An- 
tonio it is 40 leagues wide. These capes are the 
boundaries north and south which are given to 
the River la Plata, by the generality of geogra- 
phers ; because in the waters which thence pro- 
ceed to the interior, the influence of the tide is 
not perceptible, nor are other characteristics ob^ 
servable which are common to salt waters. Some 
limit the river to the points of Santa Lucia and 
de las Piedras, because after, that the waters be- 
come unfit for drinking. 

That spaciousness which gives such magnifi- 
cence to the River la Plata is counterpoised by 
its little depth, which throws frequent obstacles, 
and also many perils in the way of navigation. 
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There are, therefore, only two channels which can 
receive vessels of any burthen as far as the con- 
fluence of the rivers : one which runs along the 
north coast, and the other the south. For this 
reason it has been deemed advisable to insert, in 
this place, the following Document, pmblished in 
Buenos Ajrres during the present year. 

INSTRUCTlbNS 

For sailing from, the Outer Roads of Buenos 
Ayres to Monte Video, by the North and South 
of the Chico Bank. 

By the North or Main Channel, 

1st. Prom three fathoms in the Outer Roads, 
steer E. by S. by the compass until Point Santiago 
de la Ensenada de Barragan bears S. W, by the 
compass. Off this Point is found from 5^ to 6 
fathoms water, according to the state of the 
river. 

2d. When the above-mentioned Point bears 
S. W., steer E. N. E. until you make the Ortiz 
Bank, which will be when you lessen your water 
to 3 or 3^ fathoms. This bank may be ap- 
proached on the South side without danger, as 
the water diminishes gradually. It is a very 
good guide to navigate in the night or in thick 
weather. 
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3d From 3 fathoms on the Ortiz Bank, st^er 
S. E. by the compass until you make Point Indio. 
In this track you will deepen your -water to 6 or 
&| fathoms, crossing the middle channel, accord- 
ing to the state of the river. Passing the middle 
of the channel the water diminishes gradually ac- 
cording as you near the land. . 

4th. When you think you are about 7, 8, or 
9 miles from the land, which will be in 3 J or 3^ 
fethoms of water, steer E. S. E. and coast it 
along. 

5th. When Point Indio bears S. W. by the 
compass, steer N. E. by E. until you see Monte 
Video, which may be seen about 30 or 33 miles 
distant from the top of a common-sized vessel. 
Keeping, your ^course N. E. by E. you wiU con- 
tinue in 3^ fathoms of water until you find your- 
self 6 or 7 leagues from Monte Video. 

6th. When you find 5 fathoms of water you 
wOl be 9 or 10 miles from the harbour of Monte 
Video. 

From the said 5 fathoms to the harbour it wiU 
lessen to 2^. 

By the South of the Chico Bank, 

From 3 fathoms in the Outer Roads steer E. 
by S. as before, until you have 6 fathoms off 
Ensenada. 

Before you lose sight of the town of Quilmes 

N 
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you can see Point Lara, which is easily known by 
a grove on the side of the river. 

S. E. of Point Lara there is a large ombu tree 
on Mr. Wright's Estancia, distant about 2-| miles. 

E. S. E. of Point Lara is the Point and Mount 
of Santiago, easily seen at the distance of 7 
miles. 

2d. HaviDg }mssed the Bank of Ensenada, 
which runs out about 6 miles from Point Lara to 
the N. E. by N., steer S. E. by compass uartil y»u 
find yourself 5 or 6 miles from land. 

3d. When 5 or 6 miles from land, steer 
E. S. E. by compass to keep along the shore. 

Before you lose sight of Point Santiago you 
will see the ombu tree of the Balandra to the 
E. S. E. distance about 14 miles, and one of those 
nearest to the river. 

From this ombu the N. W. point of the Chico 
Bank bears N. 30^ E. ^Keeping an E. S. E. course, 
after you have run a short distance you will^ee 
Point Atalaya resembling two mounts. -Keeping 
still on the same course you will 'See many ombu 
trees, and when you have run about $ miles you 
will see a large grove of them, where lies the town 
of Magdalena. The church of Magdalena is 
easily discovered, having two steeples, the largest 
at the east. 

From this church the S. W. point of the Chico 
Bank bears N. 15*^ E. by the compass. 
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between th^ Chico Bank and the land ^he least 
water you find is between the 8. E. point and the 
cQa§t ; wji^n the river is low you have, generally, 
about 17 feet. 

Having passed the church you may keep farther 
from shore than six mUes, as you have then pass- 
ed the Chico Bank, and keeping on your course 
E. S. £• you wQl see four ombu trees, being the 
l^t you will see. 

After passing the last ombu trees the shore is 
level, with shrubs, grass and reeds until you make 
Point Indio abput 16 miles distant. 

Point Jndio is low level land with only one tree 
on it, and te the S. E. you can see two large 
groves of tallow-wood and espinillos. 

These mounts are near Point Piedras and Point 
Indio. 

From Point Indio the S* E. part of the Ortiz 
Bank bears N, 30^ E. by compass, distant about 
14 miles* 



Situation of the .Bturys on the Banks of Ortiz^ 
Chico, Santiago or Ensenada de Barragan, and 
the Bank of Lara, which buoys may be seen 4^ 
or 6 miles distant in clear weather and smooth 
water from the deck of a common-sized vessel. 

1st. On the 8. E. part of the Chico Bank there 
N 2 
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is a red buoy in 3 fathoms water and muddy 
bottom. 

s 

From this buoy the church of Magdalena bears 
S. 15® W. by compass. 

2d. W. by N. of the first, 4^ miles distant, in 

3 fathoms, sand and mud bottom. 

3d. N. by W. of the second, in 1^ fathom, 

4 miles distant. This buoy is in the middle of 
the bank, which is less than one mile wide from 
N. E. to S. W. and serves for both channels N. 
and S. of the Chico. 

4th. This fourth buoy is to the W. N. W. of 
the third, on the N. W. end of the Chico Bank, 
in 3 fethoms, muddy bottom, and bears N. 28® E. 
from the ombu tree of the Balandra or Point 
Atalaya. 

On the Ortiz Bank are four black buoys. 

1st. N. 30® E. of Point Indio, in 3 fathoms, 
muddy bottom, 13 or 14 miles distant, there is a 
black buoy. 

2d. N. N. E. of the buoy on the S. E. side 
of the Chico Bank, on the edge of the Ortiz, in 
3 fathoms, muddy bottom, 8^ or 9 miles distant 

3d. N. N. E. of the third buoy on the Chico 
Bank, on the edge of the Ortiz, in 3 fathoms, 
muddy bottom, 7 miles distant. 

4th. N. of the fourth buoy on the N. W. side 
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of the Chico Bank^ iu 3 fathoms, sand and mud, 
distant 7 miles* 

On Santiago Bank is a black buoy. 
On the N. edge of Santiago Bank of Ensenada, 
in 3 fathoms, muddy bottom, is a black buoy. 

From this buoy, which is 6 miles from the near- 
est land. Point Santiago bears S. 17° E, and Point 
Lara S. 60° W. by compass. 

On Lara Bank is a black buoy. 

N. 40° W. of Point Lara, distant 3^ miles, on 
the N. edge of Lara Bank, is a black buoy, in 2~ 
fathoms, muddy bottom. This bank is very nar- 
row, being hardly half a mile wide and about four 
miles in length : when the river is low there, is 
not more than from 7 to 9 feet of Water on it. 
On the S. side is very good anchorage in 2^ or 3 
fathoms water, according to the state of the river, 
and is sheltered from the S. E. and E. S. E. winds. 



Instructions from Montevideo to Buenos Ayres by 
the North side of the Chico Bank. 

1st. After leaving Monte Video, steer S. W. 
by compass imtil you have run 30 miles. 

2d. After running 30 miles, shift your course 
to W. S. W. and run for Point Indio. 

3d. After making Point Indio, bring it to 
bear S. S. W. 8 or 9 miles distant. 
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> 4th. Point Indio bearing S. S. W. at the ex- 
pressed distance, steer N. W. by compass, and run 
for the Ortiz Bank. 

5th. After making the Ortiz Bank, steer W. 
by compass until you make the Points of Santiago 
and Lara. 

6th. When within 6 or 7 miles of Point Lara, 
steer W. by N. and you will soon see the towii of 
Qmlmes or trees on the hills ; and by continuing 
the same course you will see the steeples of 
Buenos Ayres, and afterwards the vessels in the 
Outer Roads, and you may steer for them with- 
out danger.* 

EXTENT AND SITUATION OF THE PARTS OF 
THE PROVINCES. 

That part of the province, lying between the 
rivers Parana and la Plata on the north and east, 
and the Salado on the south and west, forms a 
tract, the greater diameter of which, taking it 
from the rivulet of the rnddky wfaidi is between 

I. I i - III. I ■ 1 > I. « m II » ■■! l i * .l it 

* In addition to tliis delineation of the cdast, towards the 
end of last year was formed a Company of Pilots of the Rio 
de la Plata, with sixty shares at 9,60 dollars each ; whose 
labours were entirely directed to the establishing of a suffi- 
cient number of pilots to supply the demand of that river, 
from the capes Santa Maria and San Antonio to the outer 
roads of Buenos Ayres, including the intermediate ports. 
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33 and 33^ de^ees of south latitude^ to the 
mouth of the Salado in the Ensenada de Sambo- 
z<»nbou, which is in the 36th degree, may contain 
about 66 straight leagues, inclining from north- 
west to southeast, and cutting the meridians 
at Qu angle of about 50 degrees. The less 
diameter, in the middle, is 23 straight leagues, 
whidL giTe a surface of 1518 square leagues. 
Beycmd that tract settlements have aliso been 
extended to 37 degrees south, following the sea 
coast; and in the same direction the Guard of 
KaqweOiuiiacul has latterly been established, 38 
maritime miles to the south of the pass de las 
Piedras ob the Salado, seme 55 to the west of the 
south point of Cape San Antonio, and 65 to the 
north east of the Mountains del Volcan. This is a 
fine territory, and its farming estabUshments are at 
the present time of great conseqjuence, on account 
of their extent, quality of pasturage, and cattle. 

Since the above description was given, however, 
the country of Buenos Ayres has been extended 
50 leagues mare to the souths eoiaprismg a popu^* 
lation which is called Ths Fountam of Independ^ 
encCy at the foot of the .mountain of Tandil. As 
little is the important territory of Patagonia, in- 
cluded in this description, which is to the south 
of Buenos Ayres ; a country which, besides the 
valuable productions that it yields, such as 
wheat, white and red salt, timber, &c. &c. is 
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adapted to the culture of vines, and produces the 
best wines that are known. 

The communication between Buenos Ayres 
and Patagonia is kept up at present by sea, 
and does not usually exceed six or eight days, 
notwithstanding it is more distant in that way by 
about 200 leagues: but aU the operations of the 
government are now tending to establish a direct 
communication between both these countries by 
land. The barbarians who interrupt the passage 
will be speedily subdued by force of arms; and 
under military protection towns will be formed, 
which will not only facilitate that plan of inter- 
course, but also cause Buenos Ayres to extend her 
territory more than 20,000 square leagues in the 
quarter of the south in the temperate zone, a^ far 
as 52 degrees of south latitude. An attempt has 
been made to purchase that territory from the 
Indians ; and for that purpose, in April 1822, a 
Commissioner of the Government of Buenos Ayres 
held a conference with the principal Caziques of 
these Indians in the tents of one of them, at 
which the following, whose names it may be cu- 
rious to know, were present :— 

Names of the Caziques. 

Lincon, Ulmen cazique, or chief; Afoune; 
Aynepan ; Pichiloncoy ; Ancafilu ; Llanqueleu ; 
Chanabillu; Chaiiapas; Cachul; Castrell; Epuan; 
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Huilletruz ; Curunaquel ; Tucuman ; Amenaquel ; 
Neculpichui; Triiu; Pitri; Califian. These are 
the Caziques of the Acaues and Pampas Indians. 
The following are those of the Huiliches and 
Telmekhes: Niginile; Quinisolo; Pichimandura ; 
Yambilcoi; Canilie; Sebastian; Chalequin; Na- 
palo. The Indians who belong to these chiefs are 
seven feet in height, naked half way down the 
body and painted, and wear leather hats with a 
plume of feathers. Most of them agreed to sell 
lands, but demanded for them silver to an im- 
mense amount. Owing to this, and to the opposi- 
tion made by the Indians, called Ranqueks, who 
belong to Chile, and are constantly inimical to 
peaceful measures, influencing, by their courage, 
all the other Indians ; that congress, or Parla^ 
mento as they call it, produced no advantageous 
result as to the laudable idea of buying those 
countries, and not taking them away by force. 
In consequence of this failure, no choice is now 
left to the Government of the United States but 
to resort to violence; which Buenos Ajnres wiQ 
the more easily carry into execution, as the 
number of all these barbarians does not exceed 
8000 men, armed with slings and lances, with 
no other advantage than the rapidity of their 
evolutions which they derive from their dexterity 
on horseback. 
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Geographical Situation of Buenos Ayres, of the Principal 
Places on its Frontier, and the rest of the Towns in the 
Interior. 



Places. 



South Latitude. 



Longitude from 
.Bnenos Ayres. 



Id. 
Id. 
Id. 
Id. 



Buenos Ayres 

Villa de Ligan 

Guardia de Lujan. . . « 

Fortin de Areco 

Guardia del Salto 

Guardia de Rojas 

Fuerte de Mercedes 

Fortia de Meliocue ^ . . . . 

Manantiales de Pineiro Pampas. . 

Laguna de Rojas 

Id. de Carpincho .* . . . 

de Casco 

de Palentelen 

de los Haecos 

del trigo al O. del Salado 

Cerriilo de los Manantiales 

Laguna de los Porongos 

Altos de Troncoso 

Guardia de Charconero 

Fortin de los Ranchos 

Guardia del Monte 

Fortin de Lobos 

Fortin de Navarro 

San Ysidro 

Conchas 

Pihir 

Canada de la Cruz 

Areco 

Arreiste 

Pergamino 

Baradero 

Sao Pedro 

San Nicolas de los Arroyos : 

Ciudad » . 

Canada de Moron ^ . . 

San Vicente 

Magdalena 

San Fernando 

Quilmes 

Fiores ' 

Ensenada 

Kaquel 

Patagones 



15 
15 
18 57 
11 48 



Deg. Min. See. 

34 36 29 

34 38 36 

34 40 

34 23 

34 

34 

33 55 18 

33 42 24 

34 18 36 
34 19 7 

34 35 31 

35 7 58 
35 10 15 

30 
3 
56 
50 
30 

35 33 5 

35 30 46 

35 26 

35 16 




35 14 

35 14 

35 40 

35 54 

36 5 



35 

34 28 

34 25 



U 57 
3 8 



7 

7 

13 

2 

15 

34 26 4 
34 20 44 
34 
34 

33 53 16 
33 45 50 
33 40 51 

33 19 59 

34 40 45 

34 49 3 

35 5 29 



34 46 38 



23 

1 
25 
49 
14 
41 

4 
30 
16 

2 
52 
12 

6 



1 34 



14 
21 

1 
21 
22 

3 
31 
52 

3 

8 
10 
52 

1 
26 

6 



2 24 



32 



Seo. 
34 

10 

14 
23 
49 
39 
14 
38 
56 
56 
44 
14 
34 
44 
54 


55 (E. 
46 (E. 
20fE. 
2a(E. 
10 
10 
25 
10 
31 
54 
57 
47 
13 
25 

4 





1 34 49 

23 49 

15 52 

44 0(E. 



24 14 



Nnie, — In this table the longitude of Buenos Ayres is computed from 
the Meridian of London, the former lying to the West of the latter ; 
and the longitude of all the other places is reckoned from the Meridian 
of Buenos Ayres. Those to which the letter £., the initial of East is 
not affixed^ are West. 
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Days of Wind. 


Remarks on the Weather. 




^ 


*0 


w 


» 














o 


O 


O 


o 








rS 




Months. 








o 


Clear 


o 


«5 


tr 

^s 


Meteors. 


1 


.w 


p 


".^ 


f, 








a 




Jannary 


12 


9 





3 


14 


4 


13 


3 


Hail on the 


February.... 


12 


3 


5 


8 


16 


4 


8 





22nd Septem- 


March 


12 


6 


7 


6 


23 


4 


4 


1 


ber. 


April 


r 


4 


11 


8 


24 


4 


9 





Hurricane on 


May 


13 


2 


9 


7 


24 


4 


3 


2 


the night of 


JuHe 


14 


2 


9 


5 


16 


11 


3 


3 


the 13thof Oc- 


July 


13 


7 


7 


4 


14 


11 


6 


5 


tober. The 


August 


18 


6 


4 


3 


16 


13 


2 





disk of the 


September .. . 


13 


11 


3 


3 


16 


6 


8 


3 


moon l&i^ge on 


October 


17 


6 


4 


5 


15 


8 


8 


3 


the 20th, and 


November... 


23 


5 


1 


1 


16 


7 


9 


3 


luminous me- 


December .. . 


16 


6 


6 


3 


15 


4 


12 


5 


teor on the 
27th. 



Taken from the Statistical Register of March 1823. 

Reflections on the preceding Table, and that for 
1805, which is inserted afterivards. 

A similar table was published in January 
1823, by the Abeja Argentina, a literary periodi- 
cal work of Buenos Ayres, and the following pb- 
servations were subjoined: — 

The preceding table has been formed from the 
observations of each month, which have been suc- 
cessively published, three in the Statistical Regis- 
ter, and the rest in the Abeja. The barometer 
was not put into use until the month of February. 
We will now oflfer some observations resulting 
from the experiments of that year, and which may 
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tend to give an idea of the climate ; it being our 
ntention, on a fixture occasion, to resume that par- 
ticular topic more in detail,' and with particular 
references. 

The situation of Buenos Ayres is stated with 
some slight diiFerences. General Varela in the 
years 1782 and 1783 made observations on the 
situation of Buenos Ayres, and gave it 34^ 36' 38'' 
of south latitude, and 52^ 06' 16" to the west of 
Cadiz. These observations were made in an ob- 
servatory raised on a house near San Miguel. The 
officers who came in the expedition of Malaspina 
in 1789 adopted the same results. Their opera- 
tions took place in the Plaza Mayor. Don Pedro 
Cervino gives 34« 36' 43" of latitude, and 52^ 5' 
22/^ of west longitude from the island of Leon. 
Captain Heywood of the English navy gives for 
the latitude observed 34® 34' 30' and for the lon- 
gitude by the moon 58** 02' west of Greenwich. 
He probably took his observations from on board 
his own ship. The Statistical Re^ster gives 34** 
36' 29" of south latitude, and 68« 23' 34" to the 
west of London. The reason for our having stated 
these trifling variations is in order to reject none 
of the statements ; and to shew, by the way, how 
necessary it is that this point should be settled, in 
a national manner^ although after all a few mi- 
nutes, or even a few degrees, more or less, are very 
immaterial to our present purpose. 
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More essential, however, w the difference which 
exists respecting the devation of the ground on 
which the city is situated. Father Feville, in the 
beginning of the last century, in the ** Diary of 
physical, mathematical^ and botanical Observations,'' 
Climated it, in the convent of San Francisco, jby 
the barometer, at about five toises above the l^veV 
of the river, which are e(|ual to 34.674 feet of 
Castile. But Cervino ix\ his pnetecH^logicfd obser^ 
Vjations for the year 180$, " Weekly Record qf In- 
dustry and Commerce, torn. 4. No. 174," givei^ it 
ten toises five feet of elevation, which amount to 
about 70.000 feet, or to twice as much as the 
other. Nevertheless, as the last mentioned person 
does not state in what manner he proceeded to 
establish his reckoning, or to what quarter he al- 
ludes, although we imagine that he took his mea* 
surement from the depth of the water in the ds- 
tems or wells, — a circumstance on which no cer- 
tain results can be founded as a positive rule, since 
water in it^ filtration is subject to laws which 
must make the calculation erroneous — we arc 
.bound to adopt the first statement as the more 
probable elevation of the ground^ and as coming 
nearer to the truth, at least until the point be de- 
cided, which it is desirable that it speedily should 
be, in a competent manner. 

Let us take then for the astronomical situation 
of the city of Buenos Ayres 34^ 36' 29' of south 
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latitude, and 58'> 23' 34 of longitude west of 
Losidon; and for its elevation 34.974 feet of 
Castile above the level of the river ; and for its 
distance from the sea^ or from Cape Santa Maria, 
72 leagues west. On the north and east it is 
washed by the River la Plata. Towards the 
south-east, after crossing a considerable tract of 
country, the sea presents its surface. 

At the distance of about twenty-four leagues 
to the nor^h, takes place the first junction of the 
livers Parani and Uruguay, after they have both 
traversed an immense space in a southerly direc- 
tion^ forming, as it were, a parallel course. But 
their second meeting, which constitutes the vast 
river of ha. Plata, is effected at about fourteen 
leagues north of the city. To the west and south 
its territory is j9at, ibrming a continued plain, 
which extends to the confines of the provinces of 
Cdrdova andMendoza, or, properly, to the Andes ; 
and which, although almost destitute of large trees, 
is celebrated few its fertility and perpetual verdure. 
This flatness of the country, without doubt, has 
prevented the formation of great rivers, notwith- 
standing which, afta* theBiachuelo, which crosses 
to the south of the city, and deserves no other 
name than the one it bears *, the river Salado is 

* Foreigners have taken this for a proper name, although 
it is nothing more than a generic one ; and thus they have 
called it Rio Riachuehf and also Rio Ckuelo, In Spanish the 
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met Mdth» to the south, at the distance of about 
twenty leagues, which proves that then the coun- 
try begins to getliigher. 

The quality of the soil is generally chalk, and 
productive mould to the depth of three feet. Nei- 
ther on the surface, nor on excavating, are stones 
of any kind met with ; and it is only at a great 
depth, about twenty-five varas, that a substance 
called tosca is found, which is a species of 
hardened clay containing |jme- From this sub- 
soil, it would seem, the waters of the wells derive 
their brackish taste. The tosca acted upon by 
oxalic acid yields a sediment of lime. The water 
which comes from it contains a certain add that 
renders it unfit for washing. On the other hand, 
if the water of the wells is bad, that of the river 
is eminently sweet and light. A few miles south- 
west of the city is situated a large stratimi of 
sulphate of lime (gypsum), and lime is abo found 
in small spots in various other points. 

If we reflect that, towards the north, the mid- 
dle country between the Parand and Uruguay is 
low, and subject to be overflowed ; and that, more- 
over, it is covered with immense forests, where 

diminutive Riachuelp is applied to every narrow arm of wa- 
ter: and the natives consequently know, merely from the 
name, to what class of rivers the Riachuelo belongs — a nar- 
row river. 
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vegetation must suffer a decomposition, as well in 
consequence gf its luxuriance occasioned by the 
inundations, as by the temperature of a region 
which is partly situated within the tropic ; it will 
not be matter of astonishment, that the wind 
which blows from that quarter is sensibly felt in 
Buenos Ayres, and occasions affections of the head 
and also of the stomach. This circumstance cer- 
tainly is well deserving of the attention of medical 
topography. The north wind always brings with 
it a great quantity of vapours, and hence probably 
the human frame is so speedily affected by it. It 
also excites a great degree of electricity. Some- 
times the fall of the temperature during the night 
is sufficient to bring down the most tempestuous 
rain; and always when the wind changes such 
rain is inevitable. Its effects on the human frame 
may be explained by the laxity it produces in the 
vessels, particularly of the head ; in consequence of 
which, the equilibrium between their surface and 
the blood is deranged, so that the person feels a 
heaviness, or oppression as it is called, which is 
not occasioned, as the vulgar imagine, by a greater 
weight being superadded, but by the resistance 
of the atmosphere being diminished. The effects 
ax^ the same as those of the Levant winds in 
Europe. 

As the solvent power of the air, as of every 
fluid, encreases with the temperature, it ensues 

o 
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that, with a north wind, a greater solution of 
water takes place in the atmosphere, and on that 
account, at no time is an immediate and copious 
rain more likely — a fact which is always percepti- 
ble in Buenos Ayres. But previously to the rain, 
and when that wind has blown for some constan- 
cy, objects become distinguishable at an immense 
distance, which, in the ordinary circumstances of 
the air, could in nowise be discerned. La Colo- 
nia, for instance, which is situated ten leagues on 
the opposite side of the east bank, can, during 
those winds, be seen from Buenos A3rres. A zone 
of floating vapours is then discernible over the 
surface of the earth : it is clearly seen at all 
times, but particularly strongly defined when 
the sun is near setting. As the sun and moon 
appear largest at rising, and in the less dear and 
refulgent atmosphere of other countries the moon 
always appears lai^r than in Buenos Ayres, 
even when vertical, the phenomenon alluded to is 
easily accounted for. The moon, in the middle 
part of the United States, appears larger than 
here. 

The north-east also participates in the qualiti^ 
of the north vrind, but not with the degree 
of violence just mentioned. The first of these 
two winds prevailed last year, as was the case in 
1806, as will be seen by the annexed table. The 
south-west (Pampero) is by far the most whole- 
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some wind in Buenos Ajres. Its elasticity, its 
purity, and its vigour, make it desirable in all 
seasons, as it counteracts the humidity too pre- 
valent in the houses. Generated in the highest 
ri^es of mountains, and traversing a dry country, 
it gives tone to the fibres, dispels the vapqurs, and 
causes the hygrometrical waters to disappear. 
During its continuance, it produces the same 
effects as winter in other countries ; and, if mois- 
ture should return, it never gains the ascendancy 
till that wind has ceased to blow. 

When a cloud, which appears at the extremity 
of the horizon, is seen in a few minutes to spread 
all over the firmament, covering it completely, what 
then occurs is not a progress of the cloud, but 
stAdy a precipitation of vapours. On the other 
hand, when the weather clears, the sky is uncovered 
with the like rapidity. But neither of tliese pheno^ 
mena takes place so suddenly here as within the 
tropics. In the second case, a real solution evidently 
takes place ; and these two chemical processes are 
produced with a rapidity very fer beyond what 
could be achieved by any mechanical means. 

In summer, the dilatation of the air being more 
considerable than in winter, a breeze from the 
river, or ebe from the east, is periodically pro- 
duced every evening, with the same r^ularity, 
and owing to the same causes, as the winds called 
trade-winds blow within the equator, cv 

o 2 
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In winter there are days when the air in the 
shut-up houses feels very cold, while in the outer 
open air an inconvenient heat is experienced. 
This is very often observed in winter; and in 
that season of last year it happened very fre- 
quently. The circumstance of great humidity 
accompanies those days ; so that, in order to tem- 
per the atmosphere of the rooms, it is necessary to 
open wide the doors and the windows, to admit 
the external air. The difference of temperature, 
which is felt in the street and on entering a house, 
is so perceptible, that it may almost be said to be 
disagreeable. The explanation of this pfaeno^ 
menon is easily given : it is caused by the eva- 
poration which has taken place suddenly out of 
doors ; whereas it proceeds very gradually in the 
houses. In winter it is sufficient to keep the 
doors and the windows shut, to exdude the cold ; 
not so with humidity. The use of fire in the 
houses, particularly if made in stoves, would be 
extremely beneficial ; and by their means there is 
no doubt that many diseases, which medical men 
acknowledge to proceed from living in low and 
moist rooms, would be eradicated. But our 
fathers have handed down to us an absurd pre- 
judice against fire; and the anti-philosophical 
and hurtful manner in which they made use of 
it, in open braziers, was sufficient, by its effects, 
to sanction the prejudice. It is but lately that 
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foreigners have overcome that aversion in us to 
artificial heat; and their example, their good 
state of health, and their not suffering more than 
others from the commencement of cold weather, 
but an the contrary less, have made converts of 
many of the natives, who already begin to have 
chimneys in their habitations. 

Winter is the season of the greatest hygrome- 
trical humidity, contrary to what is observed in 
other countries ; because here the temperature is 
rarely so low as to congeal the vapours. On 
that account there is almost as much electricity 
then as in summer. 

The aspect of the sky is generally very beau- 
tiful. The air has a perfect transparency, which 
animates the senses, and excites the imagination. 
Venus was seen with the naked eye at mid-day 
last year, aiid also in 1819. From the trans- 
parency of the atmosphere, it may be supposed 
that the solution of the vapours is in general very 
complete, and also on account of the high tem- 
perature maintained by the air at all times ; and 
for that reason the rains must always be sudden 
and copious on the change of wind, particularly 
in summer. The first quality of the air in this 
country produces an effect among the inhabitants, 
which is easily felt, but difficult to express — we 
call it a confidence of living. Several foreigners 
have told us that they have enjoyed that exquisite 
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sensation ; and the writer of the present artide 
has compared it with another feeling diametrically 
opposite, which he experienced in some of the 
other unwholesome countries of America, where, 
on the contrary, was fdt a mistrust of living, and 
an almost incessant notification of the necessity 
of djdng. It would appear that the people of 
Buenos Ayres, as is the case with young per- 
sons, have no practical idea of death. 

The figure of the clouds is very often deter- 
minate ; and, although there are no colours mixed 
up in a beautiful manner, nor odd figures, as in 
the tropics, still they are adorned with a lovely 
whiteness and with the gilding tinges of the set- 
ting sun. During storms in summer, a dark bar 
is often seen to rise in a compact manner from 
the horizon, at last to occupy the highest part 
of the vault of heaven* and then to precipitate 
itself to the earth in torrents. 

The hygrometer began to be used in February. 
Out of 332 days, that instrument indicated only 
38 dry, and two at zero. Summer, and autumn, 
which begins in March, are the driest seasons. 
In autumn it rained less; and we also find that 
there were then more clear days than at any other 
season. It is singular that it rained more rarely 
during winter, contrary to what happens in othar 
countries, and that such appears to be the esta- 
blished rule for some tune past in our climate. The 
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State of the air» for some years past, has under- 
gone an entire revolution. The agriculturists, 
who, in this country, had never as yet taken any 
precautions against the caprices of the weather, 
have been lately much injured in their harvest 
by the frequent rains of January ; and the most 
fruitful land in the world has been, solely on that 
account, frimished with bread by foreigners. 

The barometer has stood at a little more than 
30 inches, and was never lower than 29. The 
officers of the expedition of Malaspina give to 
Santiago de Chile 27.39 inches of barometrical 
height, and of mean elevation 25 inches 9 lines of 
France, which are equal to 821 varas of Castile, 
above the level of the sea, or 2463 feet. To 
Mendoza they give 26.91 inches, or 4891 feet of 
height. In Monte Video they found the mean ele- 
vation of the barometer to be 30 inches in the 
month, of September ; and as that differs so little 
from the mean height found by us last year, it 
is probable that, on comparing the observations 
made for several years, the mean elevation would 
be 30 inches. The greatest barometrical height 
of the year 1805, was 28 inches, 6 or 4 lines ; and 
the lowest 27 inches 6 or 7 lines of France; which 
give for a mean height 28 inches 1^ lines, or 
about 30 English inches. That of Philadelphia 
is also about 30 inches. 

The equality of pressure in the atmosphere of 
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Chile is wonderfiil ; inasmuch as it is so constant 
that, as the aforesaid officers assert, its variations 
are not perceptible on the barometer; so that, 
within ^ of a line, it stood at 23 inches 9 lines of 
France^ from December to March ; during which 
time the cloudy days did not exceed four, not a 
drop of water fell, nor did any strong wind blow. 

During this year the heat rose to 9 T ; but that 
was only once in January ; afterwards it was 
Sometimes about 80*". By the table of 1805 it 
appears that the greatest degree of heat that year 
was 24"* of Reaumur, or 86^ of Fahrenheit ; and 
the cold was 41°. A series of five years, from 
1817 to 1821, which Senor Muiiez communicated 
to us, give for the greatest heat 83% 85% 85% 86% 
8P; and for the greatest cold, in 181 7, 28% or four 
degrees below the freezing point, which is cer- 
tainly an uncommon circumstance in our coimtry. 
The greatest cold of 1822 was 36% and the mean 
temperature of the year, 62 16:J. 

The Mercantile Telegraph, which was pub- 
lished in Buenos Ayres in 1801, and lasted till 
1802, gave some meteorological observations for 
the month of August 1801. The greatest d^ree 
of heat, according to them, in that month, was 
14® of Reaumur,^ which is equal to 63** 5 of 
Fahrenheit. That isolated observation can be of 
very little use ; and all that we can collect from 
it is, that the temperature of that month in the 
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said year, only differed from that of August in 
the present by 2° 5. 

Out of three days in the year 1806, during 
which the thermometer stood at 86*. the wind 
on two was from the north, and on the third 
from south-east : and the lowest temperature 
was IT. As the diurnal observations in that 
3^ar have not been given, it was impossible 
to estimate the alterations of heat on the same 
day, from one day to the other, or from one day to 
several days, which would have been important 
for the purposes of medicine. The difference 
between the greatest and lowest heat in 1822 
was 55o. 

By the meteorological tables of Lima, published 
by Doctor Unanue, in his admirable work on 
the climate of that capital, which were made 
out for the years 1799 and 1800, it is found 
that the greatest degree of heat in Lima is 20f * 
of Reaumur, or 7V of Fahrenheit, and the lowest 
13** of Reaumur, or 6P of Fahrenheit. 

The mercury sank in the greatest cold known 
in Philadelphia 5*" below zero, and it is even 
asserted to have gone as low as 22<> below 
zero. The greatest heat is 95*; and the fixed 
temperature 62^% which is the temperature of 
the deepest weDs and of spring water. "We 
" have," says Dr. Rush,* " the moisture of 

* Medical Enquiries and Observations, vol. 2, ISiS. 
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** England in spring; the heat of Africa, in sum- 
" mer ; the temperature of Italy, in June; the sky 
^* of Egypt, in autumn ; the cold and snows of 
" Norway and the frdst of Holland in winter ; 
^^ the tempests of the West Indies, in some shape, 
** the whole year round ; and the winds and 
" variable weather of Great Britain, every month 
" of theyear." The character of the climate of that 
country, according to the same authority, is to be 
uniformly variable, and to have nothing fixed. 
In 1787, the greatest degree of cold was 6®, the 
greatest heat 96^ 1 ; that is to say, a difference 
of 9P 1 between one extreme and the other, or 
36® more than in Buenos Ayres. 

It is affirmed that the thermometer rarely 
rises to 86^ in Santiago de Chile, and that only 
at mid-day, when there is a cessation of the 
land and sea-breezes, that blow alternately, which 
never lasts in that state longer than three hours. 

We will conclude by observing, that the va- 
riations of temperature are not great in Buenos 
Ayres, although they are very frequent. It is 
true that a transition from 86** to 60^ is not ex- 
perienced within twenty-four hours in summer, 
nor from 37® to 4^^ below zero in winter, as 
is the case in Philadelphia ; and that here a dif- 
ference of 9V between the highest and the 
lowest temperature is not known, as it is there ; 
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nevertheless, variations of six, ten, and even of 
twenty degrees, are of frequent occurrence, and 
expose the inhabitants to diseases resulting from 
irregular and suppressed perspiration, and from 
a considerable evaporation, which takes place from 
the skin, without the individual being aware 
ofit. 
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STATE OF THE WEATHER. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE FOREGOING 
MEASURES. 

ON THE MEASURES OF LONGITUDE. 

When these are compared with, the .Portuguese 
measures, it must be observed, that the yard 
(vara) of Buenos Ayres is equal to — 0. 7936 
of the Portuguese vara; or that 100 varas of 
Portugal make 126 of ours. 

From the table it is deduced, that the league 
of Buenos Ayres is somewhat kss than the ma- 
rine league, 20 in a degree. The Spanish league 
exceeds the marine league by 16 varas; so that 
it is equal to three English miles. The French 
league is equivalent to 1:^ marine league. 

On Superficial or Land Measurements. 
10,000 square varas of Buenos Ayres, which 
is the number composing a square of a hundred 
yards each side, are equivalent to the following 
foreign squares : 
7528. 9 square metres equal to 75 square varas. 
10753. 7 square varas of Castile. 
9063. square yards English. 
It is also worthy of remark, that a square 
allotment (manzana) of the city, which is a 
square of 140 varas on each side, contains nearly 
3 arpents of France, 2 J fanegas of Spanish land, 
and 3f acres of England. 
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EXPLANATION OP THE TABLES. 

Longitudinal or Lineal Measures. 

The fundamental measure of length is the 
vara, which is divided into three thirds, or feet, 
or into four-fourths, each third into 12 inches, 
and each fourth into 9, 

The square (cuadra) consists of 150 varas, of 
which 1 40 are allowed for the frontage of a square 
allotment (manzana), and 6 for the width of the 
street. According to the new regulation, the 
streets must have four varas more of width, and 
in that case the manzana remains with 136 varas 
of frontage. 

The measure of length of the country is a 
league, which has 40 squares, or 6,000 varas, 
and is divided into halves or quarters of a league. 
The league which is used in the country to mark 
the distances simply for the sight, is less than 
the real one. This is undoubtedly occasioned 
by the only natural term of comparison which 
exists, being the length of a square (cuadra), 
of the city, taken in the frontage of a manzana ; 
whence it results that the league marked out in 
that manner is less by 400 varas than the real one. 

SUPERFICIAL, OE LAND MEASUREMENTS. 

The measurements for the areas in the city are 
the quarter (cuarto) of land, and the manzana; 
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which, as has been mentioned brfore, is a square of 
1 40 varas of frontage : the quarter of land is a 
rectangle of 17^ varas of frontage, and 70.of depth. 
If, through the opposite sides of a manzana^ a 
line be conceived wluch divides it into two equal 
rectangles, and each of those be divided into 8 
equal rectangles by lines perpendicular from the 
first, the manzana will be thus divided into 16 
quarters of land, each of which may be divided 
into half-quarters. 

It is necessary to distinguish the manzana 
cuadrada from the cuadra cuadrada. The 
first is a square of 1 40 varas on each side, and 
the second one of 150. This difference is ma- 
terial in the valuation of the lands which com- 
pose great allotments, which ought to be reckoned 
as manzanas and not as cuadras^ leaving the 
space which will afterwards be occupied by the 
streets, 

In the towns recently built in the country parts 
of this province, the cuadras are less. In the 
district of Quilmes they have 100 varas a-side, 
and 25 for the street. Henceforward, according 
to the regulations in the Official Register, N^. 
20, vol. 1st, each cuadra must consist of 100 
varas, with 16 for the street. 

In the country it is customary to divide the 
grounds into rectangles, which are called farming 
lots, suertes de chacra, and lots for the breeding 

p 
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of cattle, suertes de estancia. Each suerte de 
chacrUy or lot of land destined for farming, 
contains a certain number of cuadras of frontage 
on a given depth. The primitive division was 
2 cuadras of frontage, and a league of depth. 
The suertes de chacra of the Quilmes are squares 
of four varas of frontage, and with reference and 
conformably to them the areas in the table have 
been calculated. The suertes de estancia^ or lots 
of land destined for the breeding of cattie, are 
usually computed by the rectangles of half a 
league of frontage, and one and a half of depth. 
Such was the primitive division. 

MEASURES or CAPACITY. 

For grain the cuartilla is used, which is a 
shortened rectangular prism. The cuartilla is 
made level at the top by running a flat surface 
over it {rayadd), when wheat, barley, salt, &c. 
are measured ^ and when maize, coal, &c. &c. 
are measured, it is heaped up (colmada). 

The measures of capacity for liquids are the 
frascOy half frasco, and when they are sold retail, 
the fourth and eighth of a frasco; and the barrel, 
when sold wholesale. 
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Measurement Jbr the Materials of Masonry , 
Catyenters" Work, and other similar objects. 

In masons' work, the objects which are valued 
by measures of extension, and have no determi- 
nate measures, are bricks dried in the sun {adobe), 
and roof-tiles (tga), which are sold by thousands ; 
sand, earth, &c. which are sold by cart-loads. 
In carpenters' work, the wood for making win- 
dows and doors (las alfagias), scantling timber 
(los tirantes), planks, and boards, {palmas y tablas) 
are sold by varas of length, taken on the other 
indeterminate measures. 

Amongst the timber, as well what is cat in 
the province, as that which comes from abroad, 
pieces are Inrought prepared in the. rough state 
for building carts ; and their dimensions are de- 
termined, although in a rude way, according to 
the size of the cart, foi* the construction of which 
they are destined. The pieces which generally 
come prepared are wheel naves, fellies, spokes, and 
axle-trees, the dimensions of wljich vary accord- 
ing to the resistance of the timber. These 
are usually made of guava wood, orange wood, 
willow, fig-tree, &c. ; and so are the shafts, the 
pole, and the yoke. 

As little are there determinate measures for 
the timbers for outbuildings. The essential pieces 
of such habitations are the main beams, the upper 

p2 
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planks, and rafters, &c. Straw and reeds are 
sold in bundles ; those of reeds generally cohtain 
20. Wood is sold by the tree, or in billets. 
When it is sold by the tree, a certain number 
to be loaded constitutes a weight, and a certain 
number of them a cart-load. When it is sold 
in billets, it is delivered hf cart-loads. The 
wood may come from the mountains^ or fTPora the 
inhabited country. When it comes from the 
mountains, the number of billets, of a quarter and 
a span in length, which can be contained in a 
measure three-quarters in height, and twelve 
quarters in length, is understood to be a cart- 
load. The cart-load of the inhabited country 
ought to contain 400 billets; and the smallest 
in size ought to give at least three hastillas of 
those sold retail. 

A fanega of Buenos Ayres is equivalent to 0"*. 
141737 ; that is to say, that a cubic metre con- 
tains nearly 7* fanegas; and a cubic vara in the 
same way 4^ fanegas ; therefore, a cubic vara is 
equal to 0"^. 647^85. 

The fanega of Buenos Ayres contains 

cubic feet 6.719 

That of Spain contains cubic feet of 
Buenos Ayreg 4.661 

Ditto Portugal ditto . 4,462 

The bushel, or eighth of a quarter, an 

English measure 2.938 
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The septier, 12 boisseaujc^ a French 

measure . 6.096 

A barrel of 32 frascos contains 0"*. 074092 ; 
that is, about three decimetres, or litres, more 
than the quantity which could be contained in 
half a fanega. 

1 barrel of 82 frascos contains cubic 

feet of Buenos Ayres .... 3.050 
The Spanish cantara of 8 azumbres, 

ditto 1.430 

The Portuguese tf/wwflfe, ditto . . 1.473 
The gallon^ for wines and liquids, 
English, ditto 0.35 

The beer gallon is larger than the wine gallon in the 

proportion of 750.916. 
The pipe or butt contains 126 gallons. 

1 muids of Paris contains, ditto . . 1.081 
that is, about 3^ barrels of Buenos Ayres. 

INCIDENTS AMONG THE POPULATION 

IN 1823. 

Deaths daily in the city .... 

Ditto in the country 

Deaths in the city, taking the ave- 
^ rage of the years 1822 and 1823, 

at the rate of 

In the country, they are at the rate of 
The deaths of all the province are 

to the births at the rate of . . 



8 


6 


100 to 111 


100 to 156 


100 to 131 
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The births of males in the city are 

to the births of females about . 100 to 95 
The deaths of <iitto are to the deaths 

of ditto 100 to 72 

* 

The births of males in the country 

are to the births of females about lOO to 96 
The deaths of ditto to deaths of ditto^ 

about 100 to 62 

The deaths under 16 years to the 

deaths above 1 5 years, in the city, 

about 100 to 96 

The deaths in the country ditto to 

ditto, about 100 to 98 



The calculation of the population by 
the mortality founded on ^ shows 
us that the city, by the number of 
deaths, one year with another, 
contains souls 81,136 

And the coimtry, taking the calcu- 
lation at ^ contains .... 82,080 



Being an entire population of . 163,216 



Doubtful of the accuracy of the census of the 
population, the editor of the Statistical Regbter 
has preferred having recourse— as he says, in order 
to find it out as nearly as possible — to the indirect 
means, which the most celebrated writers on sta- 
tistics have established : but, as Buenos Ayres 
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is not a dty of the first rank, the measure of 
MORTALITY trhich the aforesaid writers have 
laid down for such researches, which is more than 
4, and less than ^ will not answer the purpose: 
as little does that city stand under the same cir- 
cumstances, as the commercial and maritime ones 
to which they have assigned a mortality equal to 
4 of their population ; because there the population 
is very widely spread, the houses in general being 
only of one story, and well ventilated, and the 
climate temperate. For these reasons, the editor 
of the Statistical Register prefers for the measure 
of mortality ^ of the population, which is what 
these writers fix for other cities, and that of ^ for 
the country. 

Produce of the Country for Exportation. 

Bullocks' Hides 

Cows' do. 

Bulls' do. 

Wild Horses' do. 

Vicunna do. 

Lambskins with wool 

Otter Skins 

Chinchilla Skins 

Sheep's Wool 

Vicunna Wool 

Large dean Horse Hair 

Mixed Horse Hair, f parts cut 
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Ostrich Feathers, white and long 



Do. 


black, long, and woven 


Do. 


mixed unwoven 


Do. 


small woven 


Horns * 




Wolf skins 




Lion skins 




Tiger skins 




Dry tallow 




Fat 




Hung beef 




Wheat 





Other articles of less importance are * not in- 
cluded, nor those which are produced and ex- 
ported from the province of Buenos Ayres itself, 
which are also to be met with in all the other pro- 
vinces. 



Remarks on the Fish and other productions of the 
Rio Negro, on the Patagonian coast. 

The fish which this river produces are salmon- 
trout, prickle fish, (jpegerreyesj) and lampreys. 
They are all good, particularly the first and 
the last. The trout are sometimes caught with 
the hook, but they bite rarely. These fish and 
the pegerr^yes are taken in abundance (when nets 
are used) in the lakes which the river forms in its 
sudden inundations. The lampreys are found abim- 
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•dantly in the rivulets near the mouth, in the month 
of January, and until April. They are in general 
smaller than those of Europe, but of equal flavour. 

The sea abounds in excellent fish. The bagre 
is one of the best ; besides which there are />e- 
gerreyes^ cod (pescadasj, soles, knguadas, floun- 
ders, cazones^ and ray, raia. There are probably 
many other kinds, as frequently lobsters, bonettas 
(palometas)y and more varieties have been caught. 
Towards San Josfe and San Antonio there are 
numberless small fish as good as the best cod. 

In the vicinity of that river there are no shell 
fish but muscles, megillones^ and red crabs, of half a 
quarter in diameter. In the bay of San Bias, or 
of Todos los Santos, there are other great shell fish, 
and megillones. In San Antonio and San Jose 
there are peregrinas and lapas.* 

The amphibious animals have been hitherto the 
only production which foreigners have turned to 
advantage. Among these the sea elephant ought 
to have the first place. The male of that species, 
when it has attained its ftdl bulk, is from seven 
to seven and a half varas in length, and from five 
to five and a half in circumference. The females 
never exceed four varas in length, with proportion- 
ate thickness. Its formation is like that of the rest 
of the phoca genus, difiering oply in the head, which 

* These fish, which are peculiar to the South American 
rivers, have not yet been classed. — Translator. 
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is smaller in proportion. The laige males go out* 
on the beach in August, September, and October, 
90wer or later, according as the spring has been 
more or less cold At their cry the females assem- 
ble in a gang around the strongest male ; and, if 
any rival comes, they fight terribly, until the one 
overcome again betakes himself to the sea. The 
females produce on larad, during these months, 
one, but rarely two young, which at first are 
black, and retain that colour three weeks or a 
month, during which time they suck. After- 
wards they change their hair to a dark gray; they 
are then abandoned by thdr mothers, who rut, 
become with cub again, and betake themselves to 
the sea, as well as the large males. The young 
ones go in gangs of from fifty to sixty, and always 
remain two months on the shore. The males and 
females of a year old quit the sea in November 
and December, change their hair, and remain a 
month, or a month and a half, on shore* During 
the rest of the year some of them quit the sea, 
but in small numbers, and in general lean. It is 
worthy of remark, that while these animals re- 
main out of the sea, which sometimes is for the 
space of fi^m two months and a half to three, 
they eat nothing. 

The killing of these animals commences with 
the first which leave the sea in September. The 
fishermen, armed with spears, approach a gang. 
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The females, which are sometiines at a distance 
from the male^ draw near to him, in order that he 
may defend them. He rises on his fins, shews his 
tusks, and makes a horrible noise, but all in 
vain ; his weight renders his strength useless, and 
the fishermen pierce him with their spears in the 
breast. If at first he does not fall, finding himr 
self wounded, he covers the wound with a fin, 
going backwards till he dies. The females crowd 
together, and, as they ofier no resistance, the bu- • 
siness of death is soon over with the whole group. 
The fat is found between the skin and the flesh, 
and is sometimes six inches thick ; and the blub- 
ber is extracted by firying the Tat. The skin is of 
no use whatever. Some elephants l^ave yielded as 
much as two pipes of blubber. 

The sea-Kon, or pelucoriy is from four to five 
varas in length, with a head more bulky in pro- 
portion than the elephant. The males have a 
mane; and, as they are infinitely more nimble 
than the elephants, and it is dangerous to attack 
them with spears, they are generally killed with 
fire-arms. In their manner of living they re- 
semble the elephants last-mentioned; only with 
this difference, that they go more frequently into 
the sea. As the sea-lions have but very little fat, 
and their skin is of inconsiderable value, they ore 
not persecuted, and are therefore very numerous. 
Some of them go from the sea to the smooth head- 
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lands on the banks of the North; but their prin- 
cipal rendezvous is on the shores of the South, in 
the vicinity of San Antonio and San Josd. 

The sea-woif, with two kinds of hair, is a vara 
and a half in length ; and has a dark gray fur, 
long and coarse, which covers another that is 
very fine ; and it is this that makes it valu- 
able. Their manner of living is the same as that 
of the lions. They are killed with sticks ; but, 
having been very much persecuted, they have be- 
come extremely fierce ; and on the least alarm they 
plunge into the sea, not rising again for the dis- 
tance of more than half a league. At present 
there are some of them in the bay of Buenos 
Cables, to the north of the river Negro, and in 
some places between San Antonio and San Jos6. 

The sea-wolf, with one kind of hair, is some- 
what larger than the former: it has only one 
sort of fur, very ordinary and dark gray. As 
they are of no value, they are left unmolested, 
and are therefore not so fierce as the others. 
They live like the other kind; and are to be 
found, at all times, and in abundance, on all the 
southern coasts to San Josfe. 
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EMIGRATION. 

In order to regulate the operations of the Com- 
mittee of Emigration, nominated by the decree 
of 13th April 1824, and to fix the bases of the 
contracts and conditions with which they are to 
be received, as well as the advantages to which 
the colonists are to be entitled who may come 
hither for the purpose of settling in this province; 
and, after having heard the statements of the said 
Committee, the Government has resolved on the 
following 

REGULATION. 

Article 1. The Committee shall be composed 
of citizens, and of foreigners resident in the 
country, who possess, like the natives, real pro- 
perty in it. 

2. A haJl ^hall Ijp selected wherein the Com- 
mittee shall assemble for the dispatch of the busi- 
ness, ordinary and extraordinary, which falls 
within its province, at the periods established by 
th^present regulation. 

3. The Committee shall name from among its 
members a President, a Vice-President, and a Tel- 
ler, whose functions shall exist among the mem- 
bers as long as the said Committee shall have 
appointed. The method, form, and security of 
the responsibility shall be prescribed separately. 
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4. The Committee shall name, besides, a Se- 
cretary, with a salary out of its funds, who shall 
assist at all the ordinary Juntas and general meet- 
ings, carrying on the correspondence, and taking 
care of the books of agreement and contract. 

5. A Junta, consisting of four members of the 
Commitee, shall be formed, which shall weekly 
dispatch the ordinary business thereof, in con- 
formity with the regulation ; and their fimctions 
shall change every three months, each of the 
others taking their turns. 

6. The whole Committee shall meet on the 
first Monday of each month, in order to be in- 
formed of the ordinary business which has been 
done by the Junta, to deliberate on aifau*s of the 
greatest importance, which the said Junta may 
have reserved for its consideration, and also on 
the extraordinary matters which may occur. 

7. The Committee shall nominate the agents 
necessary in Europe for the execution of its con- 
tracts, pajring them, should it be necessary, what 
is stipulated for their agency. 

8. The Committee shall publish at regular 
periods, as well in the country as out of it, the 
advantages which are to be met with by persons 
wishing to emigrate to that part of America, and 
also, each year the result of their labours. 

9. The duties of the Committee shall be the 
following : — 
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1. To give employment and allot work to 

the foreigners who come to the coun- 
try without a destination, or who 
may be there without an establishment 
or domicile ; and to inquire into their 
origin, and the causes of their situation. 

2. To induce artisans, labourers, and work- 

men of all kinds, to come from Europe. 

3. To introduce husbandmen, by contracts 

of hire with the proprietors and artisans 
of the country, under a general plan of 
contract, which shall be settled by the 
Committee, and freely and spontaneously 
agreed upon between the workmen and 
the masters who wish to employ them. 

4. To make known to the industiiQU9 

classes in Europe the advantages which 
this country holds out to emigrants; 
and to offer them the good offices of 
the Committee on their arrival at 
Buenos Ayres. 

10, Emigration shall be promoted by all the 
means which the Committee may deem most 
advisable, provided that what is enacted in the 
present regulation be attended to. 

11. The Committee shall have a conunodious 
house, wherein to lodge the emigrants the moment 
they disembark in this territory, in which they 
shall be maintained for the space of fifteen days, 
and which house shall be pointed out to each em- 
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igrant, so that he may seek for employ at his 
convenience. 

12. If the emigrant shall not find occupation 
within the aforesaid period, the Committee shall 
procure it for him. The expenses occasioned by 
each of them, during the days of their stay, for 
lodging and maintenance, out of the funds of the 
commission, shall be added to the amount of the 
expenditure of the whole concern in each year. 

13. Eight days after the arrival of the emi- 
grants, brought by their own agreement to this 
country, the captain or supercargo of the ship 
shall be paid, for passage fees and all expenses, the 
sum contracted for; which, however, must on no 
account ever exceed one hundred dollars. From 
this limitation are excepted the emigrants who 
come under contracts through the agents of the 
Committee. 

14 . The expenses expressed in the threepreceding 
articles shall be made good, six months after the 
contract, by the masters with whom the emi- 
grants enter on stipulations for service, to whom 
they shall be again returned by a discount, which 
shall be taken off the wages that the emigrants 
may earn. This discount shall be moderate, and 
in small fractional parts, which shall be agreed 
upon between the emigrants and their masters. 

16. The contracts, which are drawn up be- 
tween emigrants and masters, shall be authorized 
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16. The contracts which are drawn up with 
emigrants shall be for the term arranged between 
the masters and the emigrants; and the settle- 
ment of wages shall be regulated by a tariff, 
which the Committee shall cause to be framed by 
intelligent and impartial persons. 

17. These wages must always be understood 
without the maintenance of the emigrants being 
included; for which the masters shall provide, 
independently, to the satisfaction of the Com- 
mittee. 

18. If any emigrant shall fall sick by reasons 
which are irrelevant to the contract, the master 
shall be obliged to assist him, charging him in ac- 
count the expenses he may incur ; but the con- 
tract may become null and void through want of 
health, bad treatment, or excessive labour, if ac- 
knowledged as such by the Committee. 

19. The Committee is especially charged to 
exercise the right of protection in the civil causes 
of the emigrants. 

20. The emigrants are placed under the pro- 
tection and guarantee of the laws of the cpuntry ; 
they shall be allowed to possess moveable and im- 
moveable property of all kinds whatsoever, and to 
contract all manner of ties, with this limitation 
alone, that these possessions do not in aught pre- 
judice their masters' rights during the period of 
their contracted service. 

Q 
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21. The emigrants, during their contracts, re- 
main free from all military and civil service : 
those who wish to enlist, may do so spontaneous- 
ly, declaring it before the Committee ; in which 
case the master whom they serve shall be reim- 
bursed by the emigrant for the amount of his 
contracted services. 

22. The emigrants, conformably with the cus- 
tom of the country, shall not be disturbed in the 
practice of their religious creeds ; and shall be 
also exempted from all dues or taxes not imposed 
on the community in general. 

23. The emigrants who shall honestly have 
completed the time of their contracted service, 
shall be under the protection of the Committee, and 
be preferred in the renting of the lands of the State, 
which they shall receive at a quit rent, according 
to the rule which may be established by law. 

24. These lands shall be allotted by election 
to the emigrants^ and in proportion to the fitness 
and means of each ; but none of these allotments 
must be of less size than sixteen square squares 
(cuadras cuadradas). 

25. In the event of a case occurring to which 
the foregoing article applies, the Committee shall 
be allowed to give, out of their funds, to each 
renter, a loan of three hundred dollars, which sum 
they shall receive again in payments, at convenient 
periods, and at the interest of six per cent, per ann. 
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26. To the emigrants who have thus become 
proprietors, shall be conceded the right of posses- 
sion over the legal value of the lands, and that of 
property ovet all the improvements that may be 
made on them ; and both rights shall be negoti- 
able and transferable by them and their succes- 
sors. In case that government should resolve on 
the alienation of the said lands of the State, the 
possessor of them shall be considered as having a 
preferable right to purchase them, to all others 
who may compete. 

27. The Committee is very particularly charged 
not to admit emigrants who have been punished 
for crimes committed against the good order of 
society. 

28. The enactments of this regulation shall at 
no time prevent any other person from introduc- 
ing the nimiber of emigrants whom he contracts 
with for his service by means of his agents in Eu- 
rope; and these emigrants may avail themselves of 
the advantages oflTered by the present regulation, 
if, upon arriving at this port, they place them- 
selves under the care of the Committee, in confor- 
mity with its provisions. 

29. This regulation shall be revised every year, 
or oftener, if the Committee, jointly with the Go- 
vernment, shall judge it expedient, without the 
alterations which may then take place being in 
any way prejudicial to the contracts already made, 

q2 
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or which may be making in Europe, within a cer- 
tain period, which shall be fixed for the purpose. 

Heras. 

Manuel Jose Garcia- 

Buenos Ay res, 19th January, 1825. 
NOTE. • 

This regulation is now put in practice, although 
it appears that as yet the agents in Europe have 
not been named. The Committee is coinposed of 
more than twenty individuals, among whom are 
Americans, English, Germans, Spaniards, and 
Frenchmen; and it is proper to notice that, in 
conformity with what is prescribed by article 13th 
of this regulation, even when such agents are not 
named, any individual may emigrate, in the cer- 
tainty that the Committee will pay his passage as 
soon as he arrives. The masters of the merchant 
ships which trade with that country, would find it 
very advantageous to carry on that kind of specu- 
lation ; since, for each man whom they induce to 
emigrate, they will receive about one hundred 
dollars. 

The operations of this Committee have no 
connexion with the Society of Emigration for the 
Rio de la Plata which has been formed in London, 
and is solely a private speculation, but perhaps an 
important one, and more effective for these pro- 
vinces, on account of its capital, and of the vici- 
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uity i)f the shareholders to the individuals with 
whom they are to people the settlements, which 
they propose to establish; a project which, no 
doubt, will prove beneficial to them, and at the 
same time gain them the esteem and gratitude of 
the inhabitants of those countries. 

MONTE VIDEO. 

This province, favoured by Nature, as if it 
had been selected for the display of fertility and 
beauty, is not less important on account of its 
geographical situation, at the mouth of the River 
la Plata, forty leagues distant from the capital city 
of Buenos Ayres, but only ten from the coast. It 
is situated in 34^ 54' 48" south lat. and 56« 13' 
30" west long, according to observations made 
in February of this year; and borders on the 
Rivers la Plata and Uruguay, and on Brazil on 
the south and west. Its climate, which has sen- 
sibly improved during the last forty years, is tem- 
perate and humid; but as that quality is moderated 
by the invariably dry land winds from the north- 
west — commonly called passageros, because they 
pass through the open plains of Buenos Ayres — 
and by its proximity to the ocean, the tempera- 
ture of its atmosphere is the most healthy possible. 
In the year 1810, that province numbered a popu- 
lation of from 60 to 70,000 souls, including that of 
the city, which was not less than 20,000. At present, 
however, it scarcely contains from 40 to 50,000; 
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that is, 10,000 in the city, and the remainder in the 
country, which is of immense extent; since, even 
allowing the arbitrary limits assigned to it by Bra- 
zil in 1 8 1 9 to remain unchanged, it would comprise 
one hundred and thirty Castilian leagues from north 
to south, and about ninety from east to west. There 
are many inhabited places in it : as, Maldonado, Co- 
Ionia, S'\ Lucia, Camelones, S"". Jose, S". Carlos, So- 
riano, and Cerro Largo ; which are all towns : and 
the villages are Toledo, Pando,Rocha,Penarol, Pie- 
dras, S°. Salvador, Minas, Florida, Porongos, Colla, 
Bacas, Vivoras, Espinilla, Mercedes, Paisandu, and 
Hervidera. The decrease of population was oc- 
casioned by the war with Spain, which in that ter- 
ritory was carried on as in no other part of the 
United Provinces ; by the civil war which raged 
there, and produced that anarchy which the neigh- 
bouring foreigners took care to excite during the 
revolution against Spain ; and also by the domi- 
nation of the Portuguese or Brazilians, which ap- 
pears to be one and the same thing, from which, 
being universally detested, the natives have fled 
in great numbers, emigrating to the other pro- 
vinces. Monte Video was peopled, less than a 
century ago, by a colony sent from Buenos Ayres. 
At that time the country was occupied by a mul- 
titude of barbarous Indians, of whom now remain 
only the very few who live in the remote parts, 
known by the name of Charrecas. The new co- 
lonists found the country abounding with vicun- 
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nas. Since that time the soil, fertile in all parts, 
even in the mountains with which it abounds, ap- 
pears to have been used particularly for grazing, 
its cattle having continued all along to be the sta- 
ple branch of the commerce of Monte Video; not 
only by reason of the exportation of vicunna and 
horse-hides, but also of salted meat and tallow. 
Monte Video at one time possessed thirty-three 
establishments for curing meat; each of them kill- 
ing at least one hundred head of cattle daily, with- 
out that consumption being felt in regard to the 
vicunna, the multiplication of which race is as- 
sisted there by an infinite variety of natural cir- 
cumstances. Thfe whole country abounds in ex- 
cellent pastures, and not a single spot of ground 
is left waste. The pastures are of excellent qua- 
lity, and fertilized in an astonishing manner by the 
irrigation of many rivers, rivulets, and springs. 
At each step the traveller finds himself agreeably 
surprised by meeting with streams of .pure and 
salubrious water, which tend to enhance the 
charms of the surrounding scenery, consisting of 
a constant succession of hiHs, eminences, mea- 
dows, wilds, rugged defiles, and mountains, with 
which all the territory abounds. The princi- 
pal rivers are, the Uruguay ^ Negro ^ YbiCui, Ce- 
bollatiy Yi, S^"". Lucia^ Guegisay, Diaman^ Ara^ 
pet, Guarey, Olimar, Pardo, Tacuari, Ygtuirmy 
and Tacuarembd. The immense currents of these 
rivers are formed by more than two hundred 



232 RIO DE LA PLATA. 

rivulets, many of them very consdda'able, which 
run in all directions, excepting an elevated ridge 
of land which crosses the whole province, and is 
called Ciichilla grande, ^ will be seen by a refer- 
ence to the annexed map. Almost all these 
rivers might be made navigable, through the 
greatest part of their course, with little trouble. 
Those that are now easily navigated are the Uru- 
guay, Negro, Cebollati, and S^. Lucia. As the 
grazing business produces such immense profit to 
those who possess capitals laid out in estates, 
agriculture has occupied them but little, as a 
matter of speculation ; nevertheless, the lands 
are capable of producing abundantly, and without 
labour, all kinds of grain, fruit, and vegetables. 
The province of Monte Video is at present oc- 
cupied by the troops of Brazil, against the wiU of 
its legitimate masters. A particular account of 
that occupation vidll be given hereafter. 

THE RIVERS PARANA AND URUGUAY. 

The river Parana takes its source in the long 
range of mountains situated to the north-west of 
Rio de Janeiro, in 2P South latitude. Its origin, 
like that of all rivers, is humble, until, unitingj 
with the Parancuba, the Tiese, the Paranapane, 
and the Curitaba, it first directs its course to 
the north-west, to 19^ of latitude; where, 
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changing its direction^ it turns to the south, till it 
enters the Missiones de las Guarames. ^ From 
this place it begins to display its peculiar charac- 
ter ; forming an archipelago of an infinite num- 
ber of islands, difficult to describe ; and, bearing 
towards the west, it proceeds to meet the river 
Paraguay. That river, on account of the greater 
length of its course, might dispute names with it ; 
but the islands which it forms, and the constant 
liability of its waters to overflow, all the way to 
its .mouth, have preserved for the Parana the 
continuation of its name. 

Until it reaches the city of Las Siete Corrientes, 
its body of water is solely formed by the rivers 
running into it from the mountains of Brazil ; 
but there it begins to receive the streams from 
the Andes of Peru, by its confluence with the 
rivers Bermejo and Pilcomayo, which disembogue 
themselves into the river Paraguay. Here it is 
that it assumes the grand and majestic appearance 
which it retains, till, united with the Paraguay, 
and swoln by the waters from the mountains 
of the Andes and from the ridges of hills in that 
neighbourhood, it descends, like a fresh-water sea, 
towards the ocean, with which it commingles, 
under the name of Rio de la Plata. 

One of the peculiarities of the Parana, which 
most interests the curiosity of the observer, is the 
nature of its periodical inundations, very much 
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resembling those of the Nile. In fact, we believe 
that there are not on the globe two rivers, the 
qualities of which are more analogous to each 
other. Both have their sources in the torrid 
zone; and nearly equidistant from the equator, 
although in different hemispheres. Both dis- 
embogue themselves almost in the same latitude, 
directing their course to their respective poles. 
Both are navigable for many leagues, and possess 
their cataracts. Each of them has its periods of 
increase in the respective seasons, which cause it 
to rise in its channel, and to inundate an immense 
tract of country : and the reason of such rising is 
the same in each; namely, in our opinion, the 
abundant rains, which, falling in torrents in the 
regions of the torrid zone, during the four months 
in which the sun is nearest to the tropics, tends 
to swell the body of these rivers. To seek any 
other origin for the periodical rising of the rivers 
which have their sources in the torrid zone, is to 
attempt to encounter with the marvellous ; and 
none but an opinionaitive philosopher can attribute 
it to the regular winds which blow constantly 
during the fulness of their waters. Confining 
ourselves to the Parana, we can confidently assert 
that the winds have not the slightest influence 
on its risings. It is true that the breezes of the 
south are constant in the four months of summer; 
but their influence is perceptible, although with 
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much variation, on the waters of the Rio de la 
Plata, without causing a constant and regular 
rising. Every one knows that the risings of the 
Rio de la Plata are varied and changeable as the 
wind which produces them. In the morning the 
river sinks considerably, and in the evening it 
rises in proportion to the greater or less violence 
of the breeze : whence it is evident, that the 
waters of the Rio de la Plata not having a con* 
stant rising by reason of these winds, as little 
could such an effect be produced in the Parana 
from that cause. Besides, it is well known that, 
in the Rio de la Plata, the elevation of the waters 
is greater in winter than in summer, on account 
of the winds from the south-west, which are 
more frequent, and blow more violently during 
that season. Notwithstanding this fact, the very 
contrary occurs in the Parana. Its rising begins 
towards the end of December, which is some 
time after the commencement of the rainy season 
in the countries situated between the tropic of 
Capricorn and the Equator; and it continues 
rising, without interruption, till the montihi of 
April ; when, decreasing till July, with somewhat 
more rapidity than it rose, it again returns to its 
natural bed. In this month it is usual to perceive 
a slight rising, which the people of the country 
call El Repunte ; and which we attribute to the 
waters which the river receives from the streams 
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pouring down from the temperate zone, where 
the season of winter is ahnost always rainy : but 
th^ Repunte is of such very trivial moment, that 
it never overflows even the lands in the lowest 
situations. . 

These laws are not invariable. The risings, 
although periodical, are not equal, any more than 
the rains are every year. In the year 1812, in 
which we observed the Parana for the second 
time, its risings were the greatest in the memory 
of the inhabitants ; and none but persons of very 
advanced age remembered any increase of the 
waters which rose to a greater height. In fact, 
when, at the beginning of May, the river had 
simk about four Paris feet, and the islands began 
to be discernible, the tops of their high grounds 
were covered with tigers, foxes, cassowaries, and 
other animals, which had been drowned, or died 
of hunger, in such quantities that the air was 
infected with the stench from their bodies. 

Having given this slight idea of the course and 
risings of the Parana, we shall now consider it in 
its most important relations ; that is to say, with 
respect to the advantages of its navigation, and 
to the benefits which itilispenses to agriculture. 

There are three causes which regularly impede 
the navigation of rivers : the great rapidity of 
their currents ; the shallowness of their waters ; 
and the shoals, rocks, or banks which obstruct 
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their passage. None of these inconveniences are 
met with in the Parana, till reaching the island 
of Apipe. The rapidity of its course varies with 
the state of the river and the conformation of 
ks channel. When the rising is at its greatest 
height^ the velocity of its current is greater than 
when it is on the decrease ; and, in both seasons, 
it is always greatest in those parts where its 
channel is the narrowest. In the Rosario, in 
Funta Gorda, and in Heman de Arias, which 
are the places where it is the most straitened in 
width, six observations, made during the time of 
its rising, gave for its average velocity a foot 
and a half per second. When the river is in its 
natural bed, its stream has much less velocity; 
and that is not alike in all places in its breadth. 
In the centre of the channel it is greater than 
on the shore towards the bogs ; and there, on 
account of its being very accessible, it is greater 
than in the places near the islands, where the 
velocity is almost null; which is not the case 
in the Rio de la Plata, in which the currents are 
invariably in proportion to, and in direction with, 
the winds which blow. It is, therefore, evident 
that the rapidity of the current of the Parana 
is no impediment to itso^avigation ; which, indeed, 
experience has long since proved, 

As regards the depth, no person is ignorant of 
its capability for the navigation of vessels of all 
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burdens as far as the island of Apipe ; and it 
would continue with depth enough for that ob- 
ject for a great, distance further, did not a ca- 
taract situated at that place impede progress. 
In no part has the Parana less depth than in the 
two channels of the Rio de la Plata, which com- 
municate with the great arms of the Guazu and 
Las Palmas ; nevertheless, in the mouth of the 
Guazu it retains always, even in seasons of the 
greatest drought, more than two fathoms and a 
half of water ; although it is not so deep in that 
of Las Palraas, on account of the great sand-bank 
which bears the same name. 

Throughout the rest of the river there i& a 
considerable depth, not only in the main channel^ 
but also in the greater part of its sinuosities and 
arms; all of which are navigable in the rainy 
season, and even when they are at the lowest. 
These are El Dorado, Las Caravelas, Las Nueve 
Vueltas, El Carrapachain, Las Galavares, and the 
arm going to Gualegay, and from Mantanza to 
Punta Gorda, with many others, which it would 
be tedious to enumerate. SuflSce it to state, in 
confirmation of this assertion, that there are now 
sailing in the European waters vessels of 300 tons, 
built many leagues higher up the country than 
La Asuncion del Paraguay. 

From Cape Santa Maria, to the island of Apipe, 
is a distance by water of 500 leagues, navigable 
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without any other reef than the English Bank, 
(Banco Ingles, J which will cease to be dangerous 
as soon as a vigilant and protecting Government 
shall watch over the commerce and prosperity of 
the country. In the whole course of the Parand 
there is not a single stone: its bottom is clay 
and very fine sand ; and, although some banks 
and shallows are here and there met with, a suffi- 
cient channel is left at all times for the passage 
of vessels; and it is worthy of remark, that near 
the banks there is a greater d^th than in the 
middle of the channel itself. The same thing 
occurs in the river Paraguay, till you reach the 
lake of Los Xarayes ; ;so that to the Parand can 
in no wise be attributed the third inconvenience 
which impedes the navigation of rivers in general. 

The Pilcomayo and Bermejo, which, by reason of 
the scanty population of the country, have hitherto 
made no figure in political and mercantile geo- 
graphy, possess almost the same advantages which 
we have just described. Both rise in Peru ; the 
first near the city of Potosi, and the second in the 
vicinity of Tarij^. They run at first with consi- 
derable impetuosity from the heights whence they 
descend ; but the moment they arrive at the flat 
country, they assume a tranquil and majestic 
course. According to the best information, they 
possess no inconvenience but their numerous 
windings, on account of the want of fall in the 
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ground, of the Gran Chaco through which they 
run, and which is the most level tract of all South 
America. The lakes which intersect . this vast 
country are immense ; they also tend to fertilize 
it, inasmuch as the flatness of the lands facilitates 
the inundations during the risings of the river 
Paraguay, into which they disembogue themselves, 
after wateriifg the lower territory. 

The Spaniards of the sixteenth century, more ac- 
tive and enterprising than their descendants, found- 
ed a city on the^right bank of the Pilcomayo, and 
called it La Asuncion, to unite, as it is supposed, 
the population of that part with that of the inte- 
rior provinces of Peru; an.d to facilitate, by means 
of the navigation of the river, the transport of the 
productions and manufactures of that interior 
country, which at present are rarely exported, if 
we except the precious metals; and these are 
conveyed, at an immense expense, by land-car- 
riage. Hence it is easy to imagine the impedi- 
ments thrown in the way of the population, indus- 
try, and commerce of Peru, by such an interrup- 
tion of intercourse. That city, as well as another, 
which they also founded under the tropic on the 
left shore of the Paraguay, was destroyed by 
the barbarous Indians, and entirely abandoned by 
the Spaniards. There has latterly been built in 
that vicinity a town, known by the name of Villa- 
Real, which is distant from Potosi, in a right line, 
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only little more than T of longitude, with an im- 
material difference in latitude ; and it is now evi- 
dent how much more easily aU the productions and 
articles of commerce might be transported that 
short distance, by means of the navigation of the 
Pilcomayo and Bermejo — drivers as mighty as any 
of the most famous in Europe — ^than by the pre- 
sent long and difficult route of 640 leagues by 
land to Potosi. Those who feel no concern for 
the felicity of their fellow-fCreatures, or who from 
ignorance cannot appreciate the in|luenee of com- 
merce on the prosperity and grandeur of states*, 
can alone remain insensible to these great advan- 
tages of nature. 

The river Salado, which rises in the province 
of Salta, and unites itself to the Parand at Santa 
F6, is another mighty streausn which possesses the 
same advantage as the rest. The Uruguay, so 
well known for the body of its waters, is naviga- 
ble for the space of 60 leagues only, on account of 
a slight fall, which might be avoided by a regular 
canal along one of its sides ; a work of the easier 
execution, from the little descent of the fall. Fi- 
nally, the Ghialeguay and the Negro are two -more 
rivers, of the third class, navigable for many 
leagues ; and there are still many renaaining un- 
enumerated, which we omit for the sake of bre- 
vity, but which are laid down in the geographical 
maps of that country — a country which may be 

R 
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considered as the most favoured of nature in that 
particular point so essential to the prepress of 
agriculture and commerce. 

From what has been said, it is to be inferred, 
that the Parana enjoys all the advantages pos- 
sessed by the principal rivers, not only on account 
of the nature of its risings, of the extent of its 
course, and of the cleanness of its channel, but also 
on account of its receiving so many rivers naviga- 
ble to an immense distance, and all gilled with 
the same favourable circumstances as the prin- 
cipal one into which their waters flow. 

On beholding the present unpeopled state of 
the country bordering on the Parana, after three 
centuries, some might be led to imagine that the 
inundations of that river are prejudicial to agri- 
culture. Without entering here into a minute 
examination of the causes of that phenomenon, 
since it would only be to repeat all that has been 
said concerning the method of colonizing adopted 
by the European nations in these latter times, we 
shall offer some observations on the nature of the 
inundations of the Paran£ Although in general 
the rivers which overflow their banks are a 
scourge, and consequently an object of disquie- 
tude to the cultivator; inasmuch as by their ris^ 
ings they destroy the fruits of his labour, sweep- 
ing away the manure and substance of the lands, 
which remain unproductive for many years ; yet> 
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in the case of the Parana, the contrary of this, as 
if by a miracle, is the case. Its risings being pe- 
riodical, they cannot surprise the vigilance of the 
labourer ; and, as they come on in a slow and 
progressive manner, the inundations, rendering 
the land which they cover of a better quality, are 
so far from being hurtful, that they improve the 
soil. Such is the progressive slowness of the rise, 
that, in order to attain twelve feet, which is the 
average height to which the waters regularly swell 
every year, four months are necessary. Thus, 
the surface of the river is seen to rise as gently 
as a pond, which mi^ht have its own reservoirs in 
its interior parts, would seem to fill ; so that the 
same plants, which were thriving before the inun- 
dation, re-appear when it falls, with greater luxu- 
riance ; and all vegetation, even to the humblest 
grasses, is perceived gently waving to and fro in 
the midst of the waters, when they are at their 
greatest height. The water then is always turbid, 
because it holds in solution a great quantity of 
vegetable matter, clay and salts, swept along from 
the high lands wherein the streams take their 
source, and which the velocity of their descent 
does not permit them to deposit till they reach 
the level country ; where, remaining almost sta- 
tionary for some time over the lands and islands 
subject to be overflowed, they gradually deposit 
all the substances with which they are impteg- 

k2 
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nated. This is the more perceptible after the 
waters have retired, since the lands are then seen 
covered with a gray and viscous slime ; the utility 
of which for vegetation is inferred from the prodi- 
gious increase of the pasturage, and the height 
and luxuriance of the trees and shrubs which 
clothe the islands inundated by the river in its 
risings. It is, therefore, evident that the inunda- 
tions of the Parana contribute to fertilize the lands 
which they cover; and that, were man to apply 
his hands to improve this treasure of nature, the 
crops which cultivation might produce there 
would be immense, nay almost incalculable, espe- 
cially of those species of grain which delight in 
moisture and coolness. 

Every thing appears to concur to perpetuate 
that fecundity ; because, from the degree of eleva- 
tion of the waters, they cannot in any sensible 
manner influence the surface of the territory 
which they cover. The average rising is about 
twelve feet; but the islands and lands subject to 
be overflowed, never have that depth of water over 
them, owing to their greater height. When the 
river is at the highest, the lowest of the islands 
scarcely have more than three or four feet over 
them, and some for the distance of many leagues 
are covered by only eight or nine inches. There 
are also some places which are not inundated exi- 
cept during extraordinary risings, which may not 
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occur for a considerable length of time. There are 
likewise inundations so low that they form lakes, 
whi6h disappear solely through evaporation and 
filtiration, leaving a great quantity of fish out of 
their element to perish unpfofitably. 

Calculating the immense extent of territory 
inundated by the Parana, only from its mouth to 
Cayasta, of which we can speak with accuracy 
from our own observations, its waters, during 
the inundation, cover about one thousand one 
hundred square leagues ; and making an approx- 
imate calculation of the whole extent of country 
which enjoys this beneficial circumstance, from 
near the tropic of Capricorn, (where the river 
begins to assume this quality,) to its mouth, the 
space participating in so vast an advantage, without 
any aid from art, may be reckoned at about four 
thousand leagues. Were that gift of nature then 
made use of there, as near the Nile, who could pos- 
sibly calculate to' what degree of perfection, and 
with what profitaMe results, cultivation might be 
carried ? When these countries shall enjoy peace, 
and the influence of a beneficent government, and 
one interested in the welfere of thie nation ; when 
liberality and toleration shall open the gates of 
the land to all useful men, without! distinction of 
country or religious worship ; when, in short, that 
epochv^o ardently desired by all who can feel and 
think^ shall arrive, then the great Parana, which 
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is capable of producing all that is to be found in 
the torrid and temperate zones, will gain more 
celebrity than the Nile ; over which, among otha* 
advantages, it possesses those of having a greater 
number of mighty rivers tributary to its waters, 
and also of being navigable for a greater distance, 
inasmuch as the Nile can only be navigated to 
the Isle of Elephants, that is to say, 180 leagues ; 
whereas the Parana is navigable more than 500, 
without reckoning the confluent rivers. 

ENTKE RIOS. 

This is the first province to the north of the 
river La Plata ; situated, like Corrientes, between 
the rivers Uruguay and Parana ; and in its space 
many smaller yet important rivers take their 
rise, watering and fertilizing the territory, as the 
name given to the province sufficiently indicates. 
In the annexed map its situation and extent are 
found correctly traced. From that map alone it 
may easily be discovered to what a degree of im- 
portance that country may arrive, which, besides 
possessing a great tract of territory, with excellent 
pastures and waters, enjoys a wholesome tempe*- 
rature, and has the means of exporting its va- 
luable productions by water, from one extremity 
of the province to the other. Its population at 
present may be computed at about twenty or 
thirty thousand inhabitants ; although, during the 
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revolutioii against Spain^ it was exposed to every 
calamity which could cause depopulation; in- 
asmuch as, like Salta, which was placed in the 
Tanguard of the war of independence on the west, 
the province of Entre Rios occupied the same 
position on the east, having, at the same time, 
to serve as* a barrier to the ambition of Brazil. 
Agriculture and grazing are, and will in future 
become still more, the true mines of this country. 
It may be confidently asserted that the Agricul- 
tural Association of the Rio de la Plata, esta* 
blished in London, with a capital of a million 
sterling, for the purpose of sending colonies to 
that country, will obtain in the province of Entre 
Rios, where its first attempts are to be directed, 
advantages which will abundantly compensate it 
for the use of its capital, and repay the labours 
<if the colonists employed in agriculture. 

CORRIENTES. 

In order duly to appreciate the importance of 
this province, as well as of all those watered by 
the Parana and Uruguay, it is necessary to bear 
in mind the description already given of both 
these mighty rivers. They lie in the direction 
of the road to the north of Buenos Ayres, com- 
monly called Del Paraguay. Corrientes, one of 
the most ancient cities, although among the least 
knoMOi, is situated on the banks of the Parana, 
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in the. temperate zone, porticipatii^ somewhat 
in the effects of the torrid. Including the city, 
it contains a population of about fifty thousand 
souls, which is not very considerable, because the 
greater part is distributed throughout the country. 
Its territory comprises an extent of more than 
150 leagues from one extremity to the other, 
south and north, and with more or less extent 
east and west, its boundaries being the province 
of Entre Eios, the river Parana, the province of 
Paraguay, and the river Uruguay. The territory 
of Corrientes is intersectied by eleven rivers, ctf 
which five are navigable to a certain distance, 
and may with a little labour be made so to their 
source. By the greater part of these rivCTS is 
formed a celebrated^lake, called Ypicu, or Ybera ; 
and they all disembogue themselves into the river 
Parana, There are, besides, an infinite number 
of permanent lakes in all directions throughout 
its territory, which make it one of the most plea- 
sant and fertile situations possiUe, and particu- 
larly well adapted for the breeding of cattle, for 
which it is famous. The situation of the city is 
admirable, and recommends itself at first sight: 
almost in front of it the river Paraguay forms its 
junction with the Parang ; the first <rf which 
receives the waters of the large river Bermejo, 
before it niixes with those of the Parana, — 
a circumstance which is highly advantageous 
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to Gonientes. It can easily ' communicate • by 
Water with Baenos Ayres and Par^uay; 6S 
it always has done ; and also with Upper Peru^ 
when the Bermejo is made lEiavigabie; an un- 
dertaking projected in Salta, bordering on Potosi, 
and also already resolved on by the Government 
of Buetlos Ayres, partly on account of the great 
advantages that will ensue from that measure to 
the internal trade, and partly becau^ the surveys 
long since made oflFer every hope that the attempt 
will be crowned with success. In this district, 
steam-boats vrtll answer every purpose for which 
they are destined. The inhabitants of Gonientes 
are great horsemen, temperate, well adapted for 
sea^ervice, sober, and capable of enduring much 
fatigue ; but they are disinclined to work. The 
fiidlity of subsiding, arid the little stimulus that 
er^ts there to induce thetn to make money, ap- 
pear to be the ciauseis of an inactiviiyi which, 
however, they seem to be shaking off by degrees. 
The women are affable, and pay great attention 
to foreigners; they are more industrious than 
the men ; employing much of the time left them, 
after their domestic occupations, in weaving Unen, 
with which, in general, the poorer class^ are 
clothed. Agriculture and grazing are the em- 
ployments likely to be most advantageous here. 
Tobacco in leaf is produced here, as in Paraguay. 
The other productions are sugar, the earth pis- 
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tachio (mam)y cotton, indigo, and cochineal, 
all which articles they export but in moderate 
quantities, for the reason before given, — because 
the inhabitants have few or no wants. Coffee 
has likewise been cultivated with good success. 
But the principal conunerce of Corrientes consists 
in the export of many kinds of fur ; because, 
besides the vicunnas, and the wool which they 
yield in abundance, there are in the territory 
stags, deer, catyinchosy &c. &c. It possesses 
timber also of various kinds, fit not only for 
building, but likewise for making tasteful fur- 
niture, and for the construction of ships of all 
classes ; although, in general, ships built there 
are on a small scale. Saltpetre pits are found 
there running for many leagues, of which no use 
is n&ade, excepting for the necessary interior con- 
sumption. Besides this, along the whole extent 
of the banks of the Parana which belong to Cor- 
rientes, different colours are observable in the 
earths and clays, which might be of infinite use in 
pottery, if industrious men were to pursue that 
business. There are many tanneries for hides 
in the province, for which operation they use the 
bark of the tree called curupahi, and also that 
of the laurel. 
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This province, which lies in 25^ 16' 40" south 
latitude, and 59«» 59' 58" west longitude from the 
meridian of Paris, is situated on the eastern bank 
of the river Paraguay, which, with the Bermejo, 
unites itself with the Parand, as was observed be- 
fore; being the last in the direction of that' road, 
to the north of Buenos Ajrres, which runs through 
the provinces of Rio de la Plata. It is undoubt- 
edly one of the provinces which has always been 
held in most estimation, on account of the abun- 
dance, the variety, and the value of its produc- 
tions. For the last fifteen years, however, (which 
is the time that, after the example, and with the 
aid of Buenos Ayres, it separated itself from the 
Spanish domination,) it occupies an obscure place 
in the politics of that coimtry, and maintains no 
social or mercantile relation with any part of the 
world ; for which state of seclusion it is favoured 
by its detached local situation. Without knowing 
whether this circumstance ought to be attributed 
to the rustic character of the only person who has 
governed Paraguay during the greater part of 
that time, or to the constitutional apathy and ig- 
norance of the persons governed, the fact is, that, 
notwithstanding it followed the sentiment of the 
whole territory as regards its separation from 
Spain, that province has not only taken no part in 
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the war of Independence, by which it has incurred 
a general odium ; but also, since that moment, has 
cut oflf all communication with the contiguous and 
United Provinces, and thus continued, till the pre-'- 
sent time, to prevent the exportation of its inte- 
resting productions, and to prohibit the return of 
all foreigners or natives, with very few exceptions^ 
who came for the purpose of introducing ultra- 
marine merchandLze into Paraguay- Hence, no- 
thing is known of that province which is not of 
an old date ; and that information, of course, is 
liable to all the inaccuracies with which such com- 
municatiooris were constantly divulged in those 
times. For this reason, we cannot take upon 
ourselves to certify all that has been related of 
that country. It is generally believed, that the 
recovery of the province of Monte Video by the 
provinces of Rio de la Plata would be of the most 
beneficial consequences to the state of Paraguay, 
as it would facilitate the means of convincing it 
how -essential it is that it should join the social 
compact^ formed byaU the Provinces, to maintain 
themsielves in union as an independent State. 
When this shall come to pass, Paraguay wiU fill a 
miicb moire important station than it did under 
the Spanish Gdvernment ; principally on account 
cf its abundant mountain-forests, growing timber 
of all kinds, weU adapted for ship-building; which, 
in fact, has always been one of its principal 
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branches of commerce. Most of the small vessels, 
employed in the trade of all the internal rivers, 
have been constructed there; and in Paraguay 
also some ships have been btiilt, which have navi- 
gated the river Parana, in ballast, as far as Buenos 
Ajo^es ; that is to say, a distance of 400 leagues* 
In the year 1824, one of these ships sailed toXima, 
after having made several voyages to Europe. 
The other productions, such as the Paraguay tea, 
{yerba mate, or the chenopodium ambrosioides of 
Linnaeus), which is greatly superior to that of 
Brazil, and of which, in that part of America, 
there is a greater consumption than of tea from 
Chin^, ;in the United States — coloured tobacco, 
which, in some, respects, is superior to that of the 
Havannah, and which will equal it in all, when a 
better system of gathering and growing is adopt- 
ed — cotton, of which considerable exports might 
be niade even to Europe — and, in short, many 
other productions, such as, the earth pistachio 
{mani, or the Arachis hypogea of Linnaeus), sugar, 
reed-cane, honey, &c. &c. &c. will all give to 
Paraguay, whenever it ceases to be the Great 
China of South America, the place of one of the 
most distinguished provinces, but never that of the 
chief of them, as some copyist geographers insist 
on calling it. M. Bonfdand who was the com- 
panion of Baron Humboldt in his travels, is still 
living in Paraguay. He was in the towns of Mis- 



264 RIO D£ LA PLATA. 

sioneSy situated between Corrientes and Paraguay, 
pursuing the researches which it was his duty to 
make, as a naturalist, employed by the Govern- 
ment of the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata ; 
which circumstance exciting jealousy in the ruling 
authority of Paraguay, it would not suffer him or 
his attendants to leave its territory, or even to 
9»d copies of the insects he had collected ; but 
caused him to be forcibly conducted to the capi- 
tal, where he lives at liberty, following the medi- 
cal profession, but without hope of escaping from 
that imprisonment, except through some sudden 
caprice of that stoical governor, or the natural 
course of events. It is also believed, that the 
favourable termination for that country of the war 
of Independence, will have some influence in put- 
ting an end to this interruption of intercourse, 
and a commencement actually appears to have 
been made, by that province having permitted the 
British subjects who were detained there to leave 
the country. 

SANTA FE. 

This is the first city on the road from Buenos 
Ayres to Paraguay, at the distance of a hundred 
leagues, situated on the western part of the river 
Parana. Its boundaries are the said river, Buenosr 
Ayres, Cordova, and the barbarian frontiers. The 
population is very scanty ; and there are no data 
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to proceed upon in computing the proper number 
of inhabitants in the whole of its territorial juris- 
diction, except the simple fact of its sending one 
representative to the National Body, which is 
the number allowed to be elected for every fifteen 
thousand souls. Notwithstanding that this terri- 
tory, which many rivers, and some of them of 
note, likewise fertilise, is well calculated for 
rearing many of the productions of -agriculture, 
it is still very much behind in that science. Its 
inhabitants seem to devote themselves entirely 
to the breeding of vicunnas and horses, and 
that only in small numbers. Its productions are 
conveyed to Buenos Ayres by land, as weU as 
by water. 

SAN LUIS. 

This is the first city of inferior importance, 
which the traveller from the jurisdiction of Buenos 
Ayres, by the road of Chile, passes through on his 
way to Mendoza. The city contains a population 
of only 1500 souls, although it is 260 years since 
its foundation ; and the whole extent of its terri- 
tory may comprise about 20 or 25,000. It ex- 
tends, more or less, 50 or 60 leagues from east 
to west, and 100 from north to south. Its tem- 
perature is good; and yet the lack of popula-^ 
tion in the towns, and culture in the country, 
greatly diminishes its importance. The inhabit- 
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ants appear least inclined to labour of any on the 
continent, inasmuch as they live satisfied amidst 
the many privations, they endure. The fair sex 
in this jdace are the most remarkable of any on 
that road ; not for manners or dress, in which they 
are inferior to the women of the other towns, but 
for their fine physiognomy. This province is 
especially well calculated fot* breeding cattle ; in 
every district of it there are fanns of vicunnas 
and horses ; and its principal trade consists in the 
export of furs and skins. The women*also make 
woollen stuffs of inferior quality. According to 
the most accurate accounts, that territory, which 
is very much broken, chiefly on the side where it 
borders on the barbarous Indians of the frontiers, 
has rivers containing gold, which never have been 
worked to any advantage, nor at present occupy 
in the least the attention of the natives. This 
city served, during the revolutionary war, as one 
of the depots for Spanish prisoners of all classes, 
including general officers ; and gave a noble in- 
stance of patriotism, by putting down, by main 
force, a mutiny of those prisoners against the 
local authorities, for the express purpose of endea- 
vouring to effect their escape. In short, this city, 
which now is a place but of little interest, with 
an industrious population, might become of con- 
siderable importance; particularly as it possesses 
the advantage, that its territory is a nece§- 
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sary thoroughfare for travellers to Mendoza, on 
the jurisdiction of which it borders on the east, 
and by which it keeps up a spirited commerce 
with the Republic of Chile. 

SAN JUAN. 

This city, which is 20 leagues distant from the 
termination of the jurisdiction of Mendoza, almost 
to the south, has subsisted 265 or 266 years. It 
is situated in 32^ 33' south latitude, in front of 
the mountains of the Andes. The population of 
the city is about 16 or 20,000 souls ; but it is 
computed at 30 or 35,000, including the inhabit- 
ants of the towns called Las Lagunas, Pueblo Viejo, 
Jacha, Valle Fertil, and also those of the rest of the 
country, which extends from 100 to 120 leagues 
north and south, and the same from east to west ; 
terminating, like Mendoza, on the summit of the 
range of the Andes. The character of the inha- 
bitants of both sexes is very amiable ; and they 
evince the greatest desire to make progress in 
civilization. This town is now considered as that 
which most closely follows Buenos Ayres in the 
march of social reform. Many of the institutions 
recently established in Buenos Ayres have been 
adopted there in relative proportion ; and the na- 
tives of San Juan have made astonishing progresiS 
in ecclesiastical reform, incorporating all the re- 
gular with the secular clergy, and suppressing the 

s 
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convents which they possessed. This town occu- 
pies the same rank as Mendoza, as far as agricul- 
ture is concerned. The natives dedicate them- 
selves chiefly to the cultivation of innumerable 
vines, which grow in vast luxuriance, and to the 
making of wines and brandies, which they export, 
in great quantities, as far as Potosi, Buenos Ayres, 
Santa Fe, and a great portion of the eastern side 
of the Bio de la Plata. These liquors the natives 
of San Juan themselves transport on troops of 
mules, which they feed within their own jurisdic- 
tion, for which they have great facilities, as their 
country abounds in excellent pasturage, and the 
people are tolerably addicted to labour. The fer- 
tility of this country is wonderful. Wheat in 
general produces a hundred- fold ; and the trees of 
various kinds grow to an extraordinary height. 
There are also olive plantations^ the produce of 
which is much esteemed in Buenos Ayres. This 
territory is one of the most favoured by nature 
as regards mines of gold and silver, of which 
it contains a great many ; but principally to the 
north, and at the distance of 30 or 40 leagues 
from the city, lies the gold mine, known by the 
name of Tacha, the richness of which has attracted 
many persons, who now form a populous town. 
It may be asserted, that the gold drawn, without 
much art, from thai mine, and which is stamped 
in the mint of the Republic of Chile, exceeds, on 
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an average, 80,000 dollars per annum. The pas- 
turage and breeding of cattle are not such im- 
portant branches of commerce here as the labours 
of agriculture: but in the country there are 
vicunnas and mares in tolerable abundance. 

MENDOZA. 

This city, which was founded 265 years ago, 
is situated in the lower part of the ridge of the 
Andes, on the road to Chile, between 32? and 33<> 
south latitude, in front of the two only roads, by 
means of which the provinces as weU of Upper 
Peru as of Rio de la Plata communicate with the 
Republic of Chile. These roads are called Us- 
payata and Portillo. The population of the city 
is about 15 or 20,000 souls ; but it may be com- 
puted at 35,000, including the inhabitants of a 
tract extending 130 leagues from north to south, 
bounded by the river Diamante, which commu- 
nicates with the river Negro, which disembogues 
itseU* into the sea in Patagonia, and somewhat 
more than 1 00 from east to west, terminating at 
the before-mentioned summit of the ridge of the 
Andes. In the country there are several towns 
of considerable note, such as San Carlos, towards 
the south, in the valley of Uco, Coriconto, towards 
the east, and another in the same direction, 11 
leagues from the city, called Los Barriales. To- 
wards the north, at the very extremity of the 

s 2 
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jurisdiction, lies a town, the name of which suffi- 
ciently expresses its favourable locality — Las 
Grandes 'Lagunas de Guanacache. Towards the 
south-east, two leagues from Mendoza, there is 
another town, of more consequence than the pre- 
ceding, called San Vicente ; but as all this terri- 
tory, a country eminently agricultural, is almost 
entirely covered with lai^e establishments and 
farms, accidentally, and without the intervention of 
the public authorities, a junction of persons have 
assembled in the said farms, who have taken par- 
ticular names, as if, in fact, the farms they inha- 
bited were towns or villages ; such, for instance, 
are. La Cienaga, Chimba, Panquegna, San Miguel, 
Rio Negro, Plumerillo, Cruz de Piedra, Lunlunta, 
Lujan, Barrancas, Compuerta dd Rio, Barriales, 
Retamo, and many others. In general the cha- 
racter of the inhabitants of both sexes is amiable 
and hospitable. They are among the most civi- 
lized of these countries, as is proved by the fadUty 
with which they proceed in exterminating the 
prejudices which political and religious fanaticism 
had nourished in their land. This town is remark- 
able in the annals of the revolutionary war, because 
in it was organized the army which carried in- 
dependence to the Republic of Chile, and which 
also opened the road to that state of freedom now 
enjoyed by Peru. The province is the most agri- 
cultural of that country, and its inhabitants the 
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most devoted to labour. Their chief employment 
consists in the cultivation of vines, clover-grass, 
and other productions usually met with in a fer- 
tile SOU abundantly in-igated. They likewise carry 
on an extensive traffic in wine, brandy, and dry 
firuits, with the neighbouring provinces, and to a 
considerably greater degree with Buenos Ayres, 
Santa P^, the eastern side, and Paraguay, ma- 
naging even to export dry fruits as far as Brazil. 
The country grows wheat and Indian com suffi- 
cient for the internal consumption. One of the 
branches of commerce most productive for this 
province, in a pecuniary point of view, is the 
transport of the Y^rba MaU of Paraguay or 
Brazil, and of all the ultramarine articles which 
are consumed in the ^flepublic of ChUe, which is 
effected, from Buenos Ayres, by multitudes of 
carts belonging to the people of Mendoza, which 
return to the other provinces laden with articles 
of no less value. The feeding of cattle is also an 
object of importance in this territory, and a regu- 
lar quantity of vicunna hides are exported thence. 
To the westward, at the distance of 25 leagues 
from the city, on the same road of Chile, lies the 
valley of Uspayata, where there is a scanty popu- 
lation, with the great mine, which takes its name 
from the valley ; a description of which, sufficiently 
accurate, is to be found in the Geographical Essay 
of Father Molina. The natives, and some specu- 
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lators from Chile, work this mine with well-known 
success. It is worthy of remark, that the wines 
and brandies made in Mendoza, as is the case also 
with those of San Juan, for exportation, by way 
of speculation, are, in general, but little prized by 
people who call themselves good judges of such 
matters. The consumption of these articles is 
gi'eater among the poorer classes, because they 
are sold retail and at low prices, inasmuch as 
they cannot compete with the same liquors brought 
from Europe. Nevertheless, the wine or brandy 
which is produced there for what is termed a pre- 
sent, is in very high estimation ; and shows how 
much these articles will be improved when this 
territory is cultivated by expert vine-dressers, 
under the influence of a skilful and beneficent 
Government. 

CORDOVA. 

This is the capital of the province of that 
name, and the first city to which the traveller 
comes after leaving Buenos Ayres in following 
the western road, which is commonly called the 
road of Peru. It was founded in July 1573, and 
is situated in 3r 15' of south latitude. Its situa- 
tion is picturesque, as it is surrounded by moun- 
tains, at so short a distance that you cannot per- 
ceive the city till you reach the top of their 
ridges. The city alone contains a population of 
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from 12 to 16,000 souls; but the number of in- 
habitants throughout the jurisdiction of the whole 
province, which extends, about 110 leagues from 
north to south, and about the same from east to 
wegt, may amount to 70 or 80,000. This city 
is deficient in public edifices of note ; but, with 
the exception of Buenos Ayres, it is more than 
usually crowded with churches, some of good ar- 
chitecture, considering the time when they were 
built. It contains also a University, the plan of 
which and of its studies is copiously described in 
the 3rd volume of the Historical Essay on Buenos 
AyreSy Tucuman^ and Paraguay^ published in 
1818, by Dr. Jemes, a native of Cordova. In 
this territory there are many towns and places of 
whites and of Indians ; such as, Concepcion, 
Carlota, (these two are towns,) Ranchos, Tutmn- 
ba, San Javier, Rio Seco, Frayle Muerto, Soto, 
Pichano, Quilino, Yschitin, La Toma, San Marcos, 
Cruz Alta, and several others, with a very scanty 
population in each, the greater part of the inha- 
bitants being spread about the country in the es- 
tablishments for grazing, which are called Ha-- 
ciendas^ or Estancias : but almost all the places 
have a chapel, served by an ecclesiastic, who is 
generally maintained by the fees levied, accord- . 
ing to the nature -of the service which he per- 
forms. The disposition of the natives is, gene- 
rally speaking, mild ; and the character of the 
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females stands very high for coiurtesy to foreign- 
ers. Some of the English, made prisoners in 
Buenos Ayres in 1806, were sent to Cordova, 
wh^re they received the strongest proofs of hos- 
pitality. The natives employ themselves in agri- 
cultural pursuits, which are, however, rather in a 
backward state, notwithstanding the fertility of 
the soil, which is irrigated by many rivers, some 
of which are of note. The reason of this per- 
haps is, that, having had no new models in agri- 
culture to copy, the old method of preparing the 
land and sowing it is adhered to throughout the 
province. Wheat is grown with great success : 
and the same may be said of maize, of which an 
immense quantity is consumed every year by the 
poorer classes. There they also make the best 
lime for the whitening of houses ; and, as it is so 
far superior to any met with elsewhere, it is ex- 
ported with advantage. Soda is also made there, 
which article may in time become one of the 
most productive, although the breeding of cattle 
is an important object of external commerce. 
There are several establishments for rearing 
mules, which are sent expressly to Upper Peru, 
where they fetch a high price. That trade has 
been interrupted during the war of Independence, 
but now it will shortly resume the same or more 
importance than what it possessed during the 
Spanish Government. There are many establish- 
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ments also for rearing vicunnas and sheep^ where 
they collect great quantities of hides and skins, 
which they export to Buenos Ayres. The women 
of the most needy class weave some of the stufis 
commonly used in the interior and exterior con- 
sumption by persons of the labouring community. 
On this road the territory of Cordova is the best 
stocked with important rivers, which are known 
by the numerical appellations of 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 
4th, 5th, &c. &c. ; and of which the 3rd appears 
to be the principal. In 1804, and in 1810, at- 
tempts were made to remove the trifling impedi- 
ments obstructing its navigation to the river la 
Plata, inasmuch as it disembogues itself into the 
Parana, and small vessels had often gone as far 
as its principal pass, which is distant about 25 
leagues from the city of Cordova. But, although 
neither of these two attempts effected their object, 
at present it is one of the grand plans which oc- 
cupy the attention of the Government of Buenos 
Ayres, and with great prospect of success. That 
navigation would facilitate the means of export, 
not only for the productions of Cordova, but also 
of Mendoza, San Juan, and other towns nearer to 
the 3rd river than to the Bermejo. 

KIOJA. 

This is one of the least important cities we 
have yet mentioned. It is situated 290 leagues 
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from Buenos Ajo^es, and 114 from Cordova, on 
one side of the road leading to Peru ; and in 30 
degrees of latitude, and 311 of longitude. Its 
territorial jurisdiction, according to the latest in- 
formation, extends about 140 or 150 leagues from 
east to west, as far as the ridge of the Andes 
which separates it fix)m Chile, and 130 or 140 
from north to south. The population of the 
dty is little more than 3000 souls ; and the inha- 
bitants of the whole territory may form a total of 
20,000. The province is divided into four great 
departments ; named, Los Llanos, Aranco, Fama- 
tina, and Guandacol. Hitherto, grazing appears 
to have been the object most attended to by the 
inhabitants ; and it is affirmed that, with the ex- 
ception of very few places, the generality of the 
towns and villages have establishments near thebi 
for the breeding of all kinds of cattle, without 
excluding the vicunna, which they also possess. 
Nevertheless, they have vines, and make wines 
and brandies, although in smaller quantities than 
in Mendoza and San Juan, and also of inferior 
quality. Wheat is produced in some places 
abundantly, as is the case with fruits and vege- 
tables, which grow in sufficient quantities for 
home consumption. But Rioja has now begun 
to attract an equal attention to that paid for so 
many years to Potosi, in another part of America, 
on account of the famous mine called Famatina, 
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which lies, according to a description of it lately- 
given, 35 leagues to the west of Rioja, in the 
department bearing its name. It is believed, and 
with sufficient reason, that in. this mine, the ex- 
tent of which in length and breadth is very con- 
siderable, not only gold and silver are to be met 
with, but also various other metals, which the in- 
habitants have not been able to classify on ac- 
count of their deficiency in scientific knowledge. 
Those which have been discovered up to the pre- 
sent time, are silver ore, mixed with lead (plomo 
ronco) ; red gold ore (rosicler) ; silver ore, con- 
sisting of brown oxid of iron, and native silver 
(paco) ; sulphurated, and indigo-coloured silver 
ore. — ^Accounts received from Rioja state, that 
in the vicinity of this mine there is wood, pas- 
turage, water, and every requisite for breeding 
cattle. It is also asserted, that, independent of 
Famatina, there are other mines in the Llanos, 
which is one of the four departments into which 
the territory of Rioja is divided. 

SANTIAGO DEL ESTERO. 

This city is met with after leaving Cordova, 
and travelling by the road which goes to Upper 
Peru. It has been founded about 274 years, and 
is situated in 27° 28', south latitude. The city is 
thinly peopled, but the number of inhabitants 
within its territorial jurisdiction may be computed 
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at about 50,000. It is one of the most fertile of 
these provinces, and is of great extent in all di- 
rections. In the country, where the language 
generally spoken is the Guichua, there are nine 
curacies or parishes, denominated Silipica, Loreto, 
Giianajasta, Soconcho, Salavina, Mulacorral, Bio 
Salado, Petacas, and Siimampa, where there is a 
chapel destined solely for the conversion and sub- 
sequent instruction of the Pagan Indians on the 
frontier, called Abipones; which, although greatly 
injured by the repeated attacks of these barba- 
rians, is one of the best of those which were built 
under the influence of the Jesuits^ Agriculture 
is the principal occupation of the inhabitants of 
this country. Wheat produces eighty fold ; al- 
though, to raise so prolific a crop, Uttle or no art 
is employed. All kinds of grain may there be 
brought to perfection, and to become an advan- 
tageous export branch of commerce. At present 
grain is found in abundance ; and yet the inhabi- 
tants, although aware of the profit they might 
derive from the circumstance, turn it to no man- 
ner of account. The same is the case with their 
honey, wax, saltpetre, and other articles of equal 
importance. They make woollen stuffs, such as 
are consumed in the interior, and exported to 
other cities, for the use of the poorer classes. 
The territory possesses various kinds of timber, 
and particularly the carob tree (Algarrobo). In 
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the country there are^ several rivulets and lakes ; 
and in the immediate vicinity of the city runs a 
river, called The River of Santiago, the origin of 
which will be found detailed in the description of 
Tucuman. 

It is worthy of remark, that the inhabitants of 
the country, while they remain in their respective 
districts, evince the greatest disinclination to la- 
bour, although every year 800 or 1000 of the 
natives of Santiago del Estero go spontaneously 
to seek employment in the other provinces, two, 
three, and four hundred leagues distant from their 
home, principally during the wheat-harvest, as 
they are allowed to be the best reapers in the 
United Provinces. In general they all find em- 
ployment; and, after concluding their tasks, 
return to their own province with the produce 
of their labour. In that country, there is also 
abundance of vicunnas, sheep, and mares. The 
proximity of Santiago del Estero to the Great 
Chaco, a territory inhabited by savages, where 
there is an important mine of native iron, will, 
in time, afford its inhabitants a very productive em- 
ployment for their labourers and capitalists; Al- 
ready, since the revolution, several parcels of the ore 
have been extracted ; and it is worthy of remark, 
that, in the manufactory of fire-arms at Buenos 
Ayres, a pair of pistols were made from it in 
1815, which were presented to the President of 
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the United States by the Government of these 
provinces, and which were publicly exhibited in 
1818 in the office of the Secretary of State in 
Washington. A description of that mine was 
read in the Society of Physical Sciences of Buenos 
Ayres, in October 1822, and is printed in the 
7th number of a periodical work, entitled La 
Abeja Argentim, published by the Literary So^ 
ciety of that capital in the same year. 

TUCUMAN. 

This province is one of the principal of this 
country, as will be perceived from the following 
particulars. It is the third which is met with 
on the road from Buenos Ayres to Upper Peru, 
and is situated in 27"" south latitude, and 66° 
west longitude. The population of the city is 
not numerous, consisting of about 10 or 12,000 
souls; the province may, however, contain an 
aggregate of about 40,000, including the inha- 
bitants of the country, and of the following towns 
or parishes ; viz. Monteros, Suares, Chiquiligasta, 
RioChico, Trancas, and Burroyaco, each of which 
contain minor parishes. Its territorial extent is 
no more than from 58 to 60 leagues from south 
to north, and 50 from east to west. This town 
was one of the most famous during the war of 
Independence : in its vicinity a brilliant victory 
was obtained in 1812 over the Spaniards, and. 
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ever since that event, Tucuman is called — The 
Grave of Tyranny. Generally speaking, in that 
city the Patriotic armies were organized, which, 
duriug the whole revolutionary war, carried on 
operations in Upper Peru. About five cuadras 
from the city, in the plain which is called Del 
Honor, a citadel was constructed, after that vic- 
tory, with large internal quarters, and rooms for 
officers. But what principally makes it eminent 
in the history qf the revolution is, that in Tucuman 
was drawn up by the General Congress, in the 
year 1816, the declaration of the right of the 
United Provinces of Rio de la Plata to become 
absolutely independent, as well of Spain as of 
every other foreign power, which had onjy been 
the case, de facto ^ since the 25th May, 1810. 
The inhabitants of both sexes are aflkble, amia- 
ble, hospitable, honourable in their dealings, and 
also addicted to labour. This province possesses 
mean^ of becoming one of the most flourishing in 
the two most prolific departments of the wealth of 
this part of America, namely, by feeding of cattle, 
and -agriculture, but chiefly in the last mentioned. 
The rice, called de castilla^ grows here in abun- 
dance, and of a superior quality; the country 
likewise produces wheat, maize, ground pistachio- 
nuts, and tobacco, of which thousands of bales 
are exported to Cordova, San Luis, San Juan, 
Mendoza, and other cities. Also oranges, which 
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are equal in size and flavour to those of Paraguay 
and of Brazil ; water-melons, melons, onions, &c. 
which are esteemed, not only on account of their 
flavour, but their quantity and size. Potatoes, 
virhich are there called camotes^ grow to such an 
immense bulk, that one of seven pounds is by no 
means the heaviest. In the vicinity of a beautifiil 
elevated tract which lies in this province, excel- 
lent cheese is made, which is distinguished by 
the name of Cheese of Tqfiy and is exported in 
great quantities to Buenos Ajrres, where it is 
much esteemed and sold at a high price. There 
are also tanneries for hides, which are principally 
consumed in Buenos Ajrres ; several water-mills 
to grind wheat, machines for husking rice, and 
some to grind it by water. The women occupy 
themselves, besides their domestic avocations, in 
weaving cotton and woollen stuffs, the materials 
for which are prepared in the place itself. To 
the west of the city is a delightful mountain, 
the summit of which is covered at all seasons of 
the year with snow, whence sixteen rivers, some 
of them of note, descend to fertilize and beautify 
the territory, and all of which united form the 
river of Santiago del Estero, of which mention 
has been made in treating of the city of that 
name. Along all the lower parts of this moun- 
tain are immense masses of trees, and among 
them many of bitter oranges. The city is sur- 
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rounded by these woody masses, which occupy a 
space of fifteen leagues. The trees grow very 
high, and so thick that seven men, laying hold 
ol* each other's hands, with difficulty compassed 
one of them in 1816. The timber is of the best 
quality used in America. In the years 1811 and 
1812, a native of Tucuman, a professor, enume- 
rated fifty-three kinds of useful timber ; and in 
a private cabinet of natural history, belonging 
to an individual of Buenos Ayres, there are spe- 
cipiens of sixty-four kinds ; and lately, among 
these woods, has been discovered the red ebony 
wood, (GranadillOy) so much valued in Europe; 
In a place known by the name of Yerba Buena, 
there is a considerable mass, consisting entirely 
of orange trees, and at the bottom of the hiU 
on which they grow, a quantity of springs and 
streams of most excellent water. The inhabitants 
of Tucuman derive great emolument from these 
woods, principally in the building of carts for 
transport, which in the country are called Car^ 
retas; some of which of the larger size are em- 
ployed in conveying aU articles of commerce from 
Buenos Ayres, drawn by vicunna ; and others, 
drawn by horses, serve for the interior traffic 
of the cities. 
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CATAMARCA. 



This is a city of inferior importance, and is 
situated about 60 leagues south-east of Tucuman. 
It was founded 143 or 144 years ago, and is 
situated in a beautiftd valley, which takes the 
same name as the city — The Valley of Catamarca. 
Its temperature is of the most genial kind ; and 
its territorial extent somewhat more than 100 
leagues, from one extremity to the other, in the 
two principal directions. The city scarcely con- 
tains a population of 4500 souls ; but the inhabi- 
tants throughout its jurisdiction may be estimated 
at 35,000, including in that number those of the 
towns of Piedra Blanca, Sierra del Alto, Sierra de 
Ancasti^ Tinogasta, Santa Maria, Bellen, the po- 
pulation of which is more than 1 200 souls, and other 
inferior places. The feeding of cattle appears till 
now to have been the principal business of the 
native?, although, from all accounts, the province 
possesses every requisite to become -an agricul- 
tural country. Vicunnas, sheep, and mares, are 
bred here, and exported in droves on foot to 
other cities. It also .carries on a very regular 
ti7iade with Upper Peru, by means of mules. But 
the most valuable production of that territory is 
cotton; of a quality which, in the opinion of the 
most intelligent persons, is not surpassed by any 
in the world. The quantity raised has hitherto 
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been but small, and only sufficed for small exports 
to the other provinces, and for the weaving of the 
ordinary stuffs, made by the women for the inte- 
rior consumption of the place : but the facilities of 
the territory for its production are such, that, be- 
fore long, great crops of that article may be grown ; 
so that a considerable export might be carried on 
in that particular trade to foreign ports, with 
hopes and advantages of no ordinary kind ; inas- 
much as not only, as has been said before, this 
cotton is of a quality to compete with the best 
produced elsewhere ; but also because the expenses 
could not be very heavy in a country where the 
labourers are maintained at a trifling cost, and 
where cultivation is never exposed to the slightest 
severity of weather. The execution of the plan 
for making the river Bermejo navigable will also 
a£ford Catamarca, which borders on one side on the 
territory of Salta, many advantages, which it now 
wants, for the commodious transport of its pro- 
ductions to the river La Plata. 

SALTA. 

This is the last city of the first class on the 
road from Buenos Ay res to Upper Peru; and its 
locality is interesting, both on account of the moun- 
tain and the river which are in its vicinity, and 
of the numerous trees which adorn its environs. 
It was founded in April 1582 ; and has for its 
boundaries, Jujuy, Tucuman, Atacama, a place 

T 2 
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pertaining to Potosi, and the Great Chaco, to 
which the Indians known by that name belong. 
The population of the city, including the suburbs, 
may amount to about 8 or 10,000 souls; and of 
the whole country, to about 40,000, including the 
inhabitants of the towns of Caldera, Rosario de la 
Frontera, Rosario de Serrillos, Chicoana, and Auta; 
and also in Sumalas, Goachipas, Serrillos, Campo 
Santa, Zdrras, Corras, Valle de San Carlos, Valle 
de Caley, and Rio del Valle, to which may be 
added Balvuena, Mira Flores, and MacapiUo, ex- 
pressly built for the reduction of the Indians. It 
may be said to be fifteen years since Salta, in- 
cluding the subordinate cities of Jujuy and Oran, 
with which it forms a province, has had any op- 
portunities of advancing in public and individual 
prosperity. Placed by its local position in the 
vanguard of the war of Independence, which, as 
as has been elsewhere observed, was carried on 
more unremittingly by the Spaniards from the 
territory of Upper Peru, Salta has been subjected 
to all the horrors of that war, during the repeated 
invasions which the Spaniards made, at one time, 
to endeavour to recover their sway in the United 
Provinces ; at another, to provide themselves, by 
way of pillage, with every thing it contained ne- 
cessary for the villages and towns of Upper Peru ; 
and also to avenge themselves for the great valour 
with which the natives of Salta constantly opposed 
their efforts. During these fifteen years, that 
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territory has been a continual field of war ; and it 
may safely be asserted, that nothing but the im- 
portance of its natural advantages could have pre- 
vented its entire disappearance from the list of 
these provinces. Salta enjoys a temperate cli- 
mate for its situation, which is under the tropic. 
Many branches of mountains, from the great ridge 
of the Andes, extend themselves into the pro- 
vince, from which proceed pleasant and beautiful 
valleys, irrigated by rivers, rivulets, and springs 
of exquisite water, which fertilize the whole terri- 
tory. Timber of all kinds grows in this country ; 
and other natural productions are in great prcrfu- 
sion ; such as gold and silver in abundance, copper, 
iron of various qualities, sulphur, alum, vitriol ; 
and signs exist also of tin and of quicksilver. The 
country is amazingly prolific in all nutritive pro- 
ductions, and also contains establishments for 
grazing and rearing all kinds of cattle, including 
the vicunna. The principal exterior commerce of 
this province is the export of mules to the villages 
of Upper and Lower Peru, to which it has some- 
times sent in a year from 60 to 80,000 head^ 
Here, too, are halted the droves of mules which 
are sent for the same traffic from Santa Ffej Cordova, 
and other towns, not only to rest, but also to re- 
gain strength from the excellent pasturage of the 
country, in order to pursue their journey ; in short, 
Salta possesses the first materials of the three 
kingdoms, animal, vegetable, and mineral; and 
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the good conduct of its inhabitants makes it worthy 
to become the abode of industrious men. Mea* 
sures are actually adopting there to carry into 
eflfect the plan for rendering the river Bermejo 
navigable ; and a company is forming for that pur- 
pose in Buenos Ayres. The best description 
which can now be given of that river, is to be 
met with in a periodical work, publisl^ed. at Salta, 
in 1824, which says, — ^' It is twenty-four years 
since an engineer, a native of Salta, made, at his 
own expense, a practical siu^ey of the mighty 
river Bermejo. That riypr takes its origin in 
the lofty mountains of Tarija ; and^ uniting in its 
descent with the equally important river Lava- 
gen, or Grande de Jujuy, at the spot called Las 
Juntas, a few leagues to the south of Oran, preci- 
pitates its waters more or less in a south-east 
direction, till it incorporates them with the great 
Parana, almost in front of Corrientes ; traversing 
the vast and pleasant plains, known as the Great 
Chaco, on the north side, and the plains of Manzo 
on the south bank." The advantages which will 
ensue from this navigation, not only to Potosi, but 
also to Salta, and to other circumjacent towns, 
have been pointed out in the description already 
given of the river Parani ; and many more bene- 
fits will be derived from it, if steam vessels be 
used, as is projected. Another river, called the 
SaladOy which falls into the Parana, runs from 
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that city, and from it proceeds a branch, which 
runs in the direction of Tucuman. 

JUJUY. 

This city is the last of middling note met with 
on the road from Buenos Ayres to Upper Peru. 
It is 234 years old, and situated almost under the 
tropic. Its territorial jurisdiction is about 70 
leagues from north to south ; and 35 or 40, from 
east to west ; bordering to the north-west on 
Potosi, to the south on Salta, and to the north 
and east, on Oran and the Great Chaco. Its 
total population may amount to nearly 30,000 
soids, including that of the country, and of the 
villages, and parishes, called Rio Negro, Perico, 
Tumbaya, Humaguaca, Cochinpca, CerrUlos, Rin- 
conada, and Santa Catelina ; in the jurisdictions 
of which are many inferior places. The inhabi- 
tants have greatly distinguished themselves in the 
war of Independence, as they were the nearest on 
all occasions 'to the enemy's troops, on account of* 
their inhabiting a point which may be termed the 
Throat of Peru ! They employ themselves chiefly 
in breeding vicunnas, mares, and sheep, in which 
articles they maintain an active commerce with 
Upper Peru ; and they also deal extensively in 
mules, which they keep diuing winter amidst 
their abundant and extensive pastures and waters. 
These mules they also use for the transport of the 
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ultra-marine merchandize, which they send to 
Peru from Buenos Ayres — a traffic in which a 
great portion of the population is employed. 
Wheat, barley, maize, potatoes, and different 
kinds of pulse, sugar, honey, brandy, &c. &c., 
are sent from this province with great advan- 
tage; and it possesses lands excellently ad- 
apted for rearing cotton. It may be safely af- 
firmed that indigo is a natural product of the 
soil : some of it has been exported on different 
occasions, but it does not enter much into the 
speculations of the natives. In this territory 
there is a place Los Valks de la Puna; which 
valleys, besides being delicious from their situa- 
tion, produce grain in plenty, and furnish mate- 
rials from which the civilized Indians weave some 
ordinary kinds of stuffs, for interior consumption 
and also for export. Wool of excellent quality 
is likewise grown in this province. The terri- 
tory of Jujuy is particidarly favoured by possess- 
^ ing rich mines of gold, which have always been 
worked-— but with Spanish ability ! The naviga- 
tion of the river Bermejo will be of the greatest 
importance to the inhabitants of this province in 
communicating with Rio de la Plata. 

UPPER PERU, 

Under this name is distinguished aU that ter- 
ritory, also belonging to the provinces of Rio de 
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la Plata, which begins where the jurisdiction of 
Jujuy finishes, and ends at the river Desaguadero; 
on the opposite bank of which commences the ter- 
ritory of the republic of Peru. Within this terri- 
tory, the extent of which is immense, there are 
four great provinces, which, in the time of the 
Spanish Grovernment, occupied a distinguished 
rank among the provinces subject to its rule ; 
principally because the gold and silver were ex- 
ported thence, which enabled the mother-country 
to maintain that character. From this cause 
may have proceeded the gi'eat efforts which the 
Spaniards h^ve made to retain their dominion 
over that territory; pertinaciously resisting its 
incorporation with the cause of Independence: 
but, be that as it may, the fact is, that in the fif- 
teen yearsj during which the revolution of these 
countries has been going on. Upper Peru, with 
the exception of very short intervals, has been 
under the power of the Spaniards ; and it is 
but lately that hopes have been entertained that* 
the Spaniards and their power will for ever dis- 
appear from that territory. On account of the 
occupation of this province by the Spaniards, it 
has been impossible to obtain any statistical ac- 
count posterior to the revolution. All that is 
known for certainty is prior to that event ; and, 
with the idea of giving preference to what has 
been published within the country itself, the fol- 
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lowing accounts are extracted from a book print- 
ed in Buenos Ayres, in the year 1803, under the 
title of A Guide to Foreigners in the Vicerojfalty 
of Buenos Ayres^ with permission of the Spanish 
Government. 

POTOSl. 

This city is situated in 19° 28/ of latitude, and 
313*" of longitude, at the lower part of the cele- 
brated mountain of that name, on the northern 
side, at the distance of 25 leagues from the city 
of La Plata. All the territory which is contain- 
ed in the six districts of that province, called 
Porco, Chayanta, Chichas, Lipes, Atacama, and 
Tarija, comprises 960 common, and 1440 square 
leagues. The richness of its mines being what 
principally gives importance to this city, we shall 
furnish an idea of the famous mountain which 
bears the same name as the city, and enjoys 
throughout the world a well-merited reputation. 
The word Potosi^ which is the primitive name of 
that mountain, has no certain etymology in the 
language of the country. By the side of it, in 
the northern direction, is a smaller hill, which, on 
account of its resemblance to the other, the In- 
dians call the SoUy and which for the same reason 
has been known, since 1803, by the name of 
Guayua Potosi, which, in the language of Quichua, 
means Potosi the Younger. The colour of both 



POTOSi. 283 

is between a red and a gray, or a dark red, re- 
sembling the colour of wheat. The earth, on its 
surface, in general is rocky, light, and sandy, and 
compdsed principally of a substance like whet- 
stone. Its figure is beautiful ; and, viewed from 
the north, resembles a flag extended by the ex- 
tremities. According to the different points from 
which this mighty mountain has been measured, 
its perpendicular height varies considerably. 
From the mouth of the ancient excavation called 
De PolOy the upper point of the summit stands 
at the height of 621 varas, and a small fraction. 
From the mouth of Berrio, where another exca- 
vation was made in 1803, it measures 767 varas, 
and a fraction ; and from the plane of Santiago, 9 13 
varas and a fraction. In the quebrada colorada^ 
its altitude is 921 varas. So that, according to 
the difference of the level, which changes the 
plane of the base of the mountain, forming in its 
circumference an irregular figure, its height is 
computed, on an average, as one Castilian league 
and three quarters; although, in some parts, it 
exceeds two leagues of the same measure. This 
famous mine was discovered by an Indian named 
Diego Gualca, of the Chumbivilca nation, a pro- 
vince bordering on Cuzco : while running after 
some sheep of the country, up the hill, on the 
edge of a declivity, to prevent himself from fall- 
ing, he caught hold of a valueless shnlb, called 
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Vcho, with which at that time the whole surface 
of the mountain was covered. PuUing it up By 
the root, he discovered the silver, which was visi- 
ble in the ground. He communicated the secret 
to two Spaniards, who worked the mines of 
Porco; they immediately proceeded to Potosi, 
and were the first who established themselves 
there, and gave a commencement to the popula- 
tion of that bank of the river. In 1545, one of 
these persons surveyed the vein, giving it the 
name of the Descubridora, which was afterwards 
changed to that of Centeno. A few days after- 
wards followed the discovery of three other veins, 
called Del Estano, La Rica, and De Mendieta^ 
which are the four principal passing along the 
summit of the mountain. Each of them is 12 or 
14 varas in tH*eadth. There are besides innu- 
merable smaller veins, on which, in 1803, no fewer 
than 5000 shafts had been opened, which at that 
time were almost aU out of use and stopped up, 
with the exception of only 97 in current work. 
The following statement, published also in the 
Guide, whence this notice is extracted, drawn up 
from the official books, being a curious document^ 
is thought worthy of insertion. 
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Statement of the total value received by his Majesty 
from the Royal Duties of Twenty per cent. 
(QuiNTAs) Tenths, and One and a Half per 
cent, on Ingots collected in the Royal Chest of 
Potosi^ from the 1st of January 1566, to the 
Zlst of December 1800, showing the quantities 
for which the said Duties were es^acted. 

Bojal Duties. Quantities. 

For Hoyal Quintas during 
25 years, reckoning 

" from the year 1556 to 

1573 inclusive . 9,802,257 1 49,011,285 0| 

For Royal Quintas dur- 
ing 158 years, reckon- 
ing from 1579 to 1736 129,509,939 611,256,349 2 

For Royal Tenths dur- 
ing Q5 years, reckon- 
ing from 1736 to 1800 18,618,927 163,682,874 5 



157,931,123 1 823,950,508 7g 

From the above, it is proved that the Royal 
Duties received into the Treasury during the 
three periods quoted, amounted to one hundred 
and fifty-seven millions nine hundred and thirty- 
one thousand one liundred and twenty-three dol- 
lars and one real, as appears from the first co- 
lumn ; the quantities for which these duties were 
levied, amount to eight hundred and twenty- 
three millions nine hundred and fifty thousand 
five hundred and eight dollars seven reals and 
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seven-eighths, as is demonstrated in the second 
column ; which statement was made out from the 
Royal books of the aforesaid Royal chest, by Sefior 
Don Lamberto de Sierra^ Minister and Treasurer 
of it, and Honorary Accomptant-Qeneral of the 
Tribunal of Accounts for that\ Vioeroyalty ; and 
causes exist to induce a belief, in conformity with 
the best authenticated computationa, that, besides 
the 20 per cent, duties in the eleven foregoing 
years, from 1646 to 1566, and what was extracted 
after that time without paying 20 per cent., a 
quantity ought to be reckoned equal to the eight 
hundred and twenty-three millions, &c., which, in 
all, is equivalent to one thousand six hundred and 
forty-seven millions nine hundred and one thou- 
sand and seventeen dollars seven reals and three- 
quarters. 

COCHABAMBA. 

This province was founded in 1.572, and is si- 
tuated in 17^ 2' of south latitude, and in 68^31' 
of west longitude from the meridian of Paris, or 
4 hours and 34' of time. Although in this terri- 
tory silver and gold are not met with, as in the 
greater part of the country called Upper Peru, it 
is, nevertheless, a country of the greatest import- 
ance, as will be shown in the following descrip* 
tion, taken from a manuscript document, pre* 
served in the public Library of Buenos Ayres, 
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which contains all the observations of Don Tha- 
deus Haenke, Fellow of the Academies of Vienna 
and Prague, entitled, " Introduction to the Na^ 
tural History of the Province of Cochabamba" 

" The territory of the province of Cochabam- 
ba," says he, " forms a long and narrow strip of 
land, which, with but little variation, runs from 
west to east. Its length is about 130 geogra- 
phical leagues, more or less, supposing it a straight 
line ; and its diameter, under the same supposi- 
tion of a straight line, does not exceed the space 
of 20 or 30 leagues. Its direction is almost from 
north to south. On the south it is separated 
from the districts of Chayanta, Yamparaes, and 
Charcas, by the river Grande ; on the north, the 
interior ridge of mountains forms a respectable 
barrier, which separates it from the Andes. On 
the west it is bounded by the immense mountains 
of the exterior ridge, commonly called De la Costa; 
and on the east its territory adjoins those vast 
plains, which lie so low as to be almost on a level 
vrith the waters of the sea, and the true extent 
and position of which ftiture ages alone can de- 
termine. Its singular position is the cause of its 
fertility, and of its variable climate and tempera- 
ture, of which, in short, it combines in a small 
space every modification. 
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THE PRODUCTIONS OF COCHABAMBA ARE AS 
FOLLOWS : 

Mineral Substances. 

Natubal. Native alum, or Cochina blanca* 

Native alum, aoother kind, or MiUo. 
Native alum, mixed with the vitriol of iron, or 

Colquemillo. 
Vitriol of iron, or copperas of stone. 
English salt. 
Mineral salt. 
Pure nitre. 

Mineral alcali, or losa nativa. 
Native verdigris, or verde montana, 
Orpiment of Peru. 

Artificial Vitriolic acid. 
Nitrous acid. 
Muriatic acid. % 
Nitro-muriatic acid, or Aqua Regia» 
Vypriol'bf copper. 
Tartar ^f vitriol. 
White magnesia. 
Materials for the manu&cture of crystal. 



•* — s — 
Animal Substances. 

New materials to make Sal Ammoniac. 

Wools of^ thevicunna and of the alpaca, (Cavia paca 

of Linnaeus.) 
Cochineal of Peru, or El ^agno. 
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Vegetable Substances. 

Medicutai.. Gum Arabic. 

New shrub impregnated with camphor. 

La Hamhama. / 

La Catacata. * 

£1 Tanitani. 

La Arnica de k>8 Andes. 

La Caryophilata de los Andes. 

La Guachanca. 

La Agave Vivapara. 

La Vegonia. 

Quina a Carcarillai 

DoMBSTic. Tara wood, and other astringent substances. 
Palo Churinque. «' 

El Melle y la Tola. 
El Chapi de los Yugas* 
Ei Achiote. S 
£1 Airampo. 

La Papa morada. ^ » 

Indigo. ^ ' 

Cacao. 



It may also be added, that this proy^nce enjoys 
the ndldest possible atmoq)hd?e, with a territory 
capable of producing all that can contribute to 
the convenience of life. It abounds with inha- 
bitantSy whose number amounts to ^hundred 
titousand souls. 
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CHARCAS. 



This is one of the most important of the four 
provinces of Upper Peru, principally by reason 
of its climate, which is accoimted the mildest of 
that part of America. . This province is known 
by three names; Charcas, Chtiquisica, and La 
Plata ; but the name it is most conmionly known 
by is the first. It has many other incidental 
advantages to recommend it: for instance, its 
imiversity; the superior education of its inha- 
bitants; their admirable conduct and manners; 
the river Pilcomayo, which, in this neighbour- 
hood, runs into the Parana, &c. &c ; but, having 
no statistical accounts of the province, we omit 
all conjectural statements. We are in the same 
predicament with respect to 

LA VAZf 

In which province terminates the territory be- 
longing to the United Provinces of Rio de la Pla- 
ta. It was founded in 1548 in a ravine in the 
ridge of the Andes^ in 16^ 60'' south li^tiide, 
and in SIS'" 30'' of east longitude from Ten^riflfe. 

The four great provinces of Upper Peru above 
mentioned ai^ now entirely free from the SpmiA 
domination, to which they vidll never retmn ; i^ 
it is very unlikely that they will ever again require 
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to be emancipated by the armies of the United 
Provinces,: as was the case three or four times 
during the war of Independence. It is not now 
as it was then. Every place which surrounds 
Upper Peru, by land as weU as sea, is at present 
under the influence of American power. It may 
perhaps now occur that those provinces may adopt 
the old plan of establishing an intermediate state, 
formed by a part of the territory and population 
of the jstates of Peru and of Rio de la Plata, in 
which case it is the. intention to fix the capital 
in Cuzco. Whether these provinces be added to 
Peru, or compose a part of the United Provinces, 
to which thiey have belonged since their origin, 
the interior and exterior commerce of the United 
Provinces cannot but be extended ; and by the 
liberty of those provinces, and the complete ter- 
mination of the war, in all likelihood it will be 
douMed in three or four years. This consequence 
will ensue, whatever may be the plan acted upon 
by the provinces of Upper Peru, even in the 
event of their separating from their first asso- 
ciation. Should that last case take place, there 
is not the least cause for disquiet. Just motives 
exist to induce a hope that whatever they de- 
finitively resolve with regard to their destiny, will 
be realized in the most pacific manner without 
the smallest opposition on the part of the United 
Provinces, which are now thoroughly convinced 

u 2 
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that reason attracts more durably than force; 
and that it is of less moment for them to extend 
the sphere of an. armed and compiilsorj influence^ 
than to secure the guarantees of order and peace 
witiiin their own territory, and among the sister 
states, (from all which reasonings however y . Brazil 
is entirely excepted!) since by these means they 
will maintain commercial relations of much more 
value than they could obtain by extending their 
territory in America, by the addition of .four or 
five hundred leagues of land. 



GENERAL OBSERVATIONS- 

The extent and fertility of the land in each of 
the provinces of which we have treated, and the 
system adopted in Buenos Ayres for its distribu- 
tion among foreigners and natives, which will pro«- 
bably be followed by all the states, have answer^ 
the most sanguine expectations. That system is to 
let the ]ands belonging to the public, at quit-rent 
contracts, to any individual offering, be it in one^. 
J;wo, or more lots, for breeding establishments or 
farming. — (See the table of Measures. ) The Condi* 
tions of these contracts are confined, on the part of 
the Government, to giving possession of the kmd 
and signing a document fojp a detenpinate number 
of years, which in general is nojb le^ than eight or 
ten ; and, on the part of the individual, to th^ payr 
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ing each year of a rent of eighty dollars for the 
square league — an amount which in all probability 
will be speiedily diminished, in order to oflTer the 
greatest possible advantages to persons emigrating. 
Agreeably to the laws of the country, two conditions 
are added to the contract : 1st. That all the im- 
prbvements which, during that time, are made 
on the land, belong to the renter, and are trans- 
ferable to his heirs and successors. 2dly. That, 
in the event of that estate being sold by the Go- 
vernment, the possessor will be preferred to all 
other persons, however weighty may be the pre- 
tensions of the new claimant. It may not be im- 
proper to observe that the system of quit-rents 
does not preclude the power to grant gratuitous 
concessions of land, or to pay for them at different 
periods. Particular cases may occasion these 
measures, either as regards those bnds, the peo- 
pling of which is of the greatest importance, or 
which require greater efforts to make them pro- 
ductive, or because the kind of labour promised to 
be undertaken deserves a powerful protection. 

This system has been adopted for reciprocal 
convenience. 

At a moment when the state is, as it wiere, 
newly bom to credit, and when it is indispensable 
for it to make use of that credit, in order to obtain; 
the capital which it is intended to expend in the 
construction of harbours, canals, bridges, roads. 
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dties, and other works, which will facilitate inter*' 
nal and external commerce in all its branches, and 
expend it to the utmost extent of which, in such 
a country, it is susceptible — on such a state it is 
incumbent, as well as on all others which act on 
die principles of good faith, to keep up a puUic 
property, in order to hold out a guarantee to its 
creditors or loan-holders. But while it secures 
that advantage, it also behoves the State to possess 
itself of an internal revenue, which may serve 
to forward the operations that it has begun to 
carry into effect, in order to diminish the obstadtes 
and reduce the duties which impede inipartatioii^ 
until it can, if such a thing be possible, do away 
entirely with the system of the Custom-house; 
and also to lay a ground^work fCMr a stability in 
revenues and resources which may not be liable 
to be disturbed by any power possessing a supe- 
rior marine force. Nor milst we overlook another 
advantage which the naticoi derives from the adop- 
tion of this principle; namely, to favour, in an 
essential manner, all the foreigners who may ex-^ 
pose themselves to the inconveniences erf a long 
voyage, for the purpose of establishing themselves 
in that country. 

Every thing seems to promise that the emigra- 
tion to the- United Provinces will be very ccima- 
da:able ; and this cannot but eventually be essen- 
tially serviceable to a country where popiilatba is 
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wanting^ a&d erery thing else superabundant. 
This cannot fidi to attract the attention of the 
speculators on a great scale, of whom, as well 
without as within th^ country, there is no scarcity, 
all calculating, by these and other means, to rea^ 
hze a vast fortune, owing to the importance and 
the facilities of the country for that object, and 
also relying on the candour of a new country for 
gi^eat operations in a mercantile point of view. If, 
then, the State were to put up to sale the lands 
belonging to the public, besides the necessity of 
aUenating them at a jaice which, in four or five 
years more, would be doubled, it would place in 
the hands of a few speculators the fate of all fo- 
reigners, needy or not, who should emigrate with 
the intention of engaging in any of the difierent 
branches of agricultural science, with which they 
were best acquainted* These few speculators 
would reap all the advantages instead of the State ; 
and the emigrants would suirender themselves at 
discretion, as tributaries to them, without any fix- 
ed or known plan, or would consume their scanty 
capitals in the purchase of the lands. Certain it 
is, that one or all of these things would ensue, or 
that the land would remain for a much longer 
time without cultivation. 

But the most direct advantage which this ter- 
ritorial system ensures for the emigrants remains 
to be spoken of; and it is a palpaUe one. Instead 
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of requiring a sum wherewith to.purchase lands^ 
and another to expend in their improvem^it, an 
amount adequate to the second purpose, will akme 
be required. In this manner, the capital, which 
each emigrant possesses— whether, he brings .it 
along with him, or it has been advanced to fasB 
by the state on the terms set forth in the re^gida- 
tion concerning emigration — will be put info 
circulation ; and it can be easily proved that the 
productions of all kinds of labour in that couatry 
will yield a suflSciency, not only to pay what may 
be called the rent of the lands, aiKl to: provide jfor 
the ordinary maintenance, but also to enable the 
posseSwSor to proceed gradually in the formation of 
a capital, in order shortly to become a proprietor 
himself, by purchasing lands from private persons. 
Much reasoning is not necessary to demonstrate 
this; it is only sufficient to reflect that that 
country, which possesses such an extent of land, 
and all of it so fertile, is a source of considerable 
profit to the agriculturists of North America, by 
the great cargoes of flour, and productions of the 
first necessity, which they send to it, notwithstand- 
ing the costs of the transport, the duties of im- 
portation, commission, and other expenses incident 
to mercantile transactions. 

There is, besides, among other circumstances 
which might be mentioned, one in particular 
which deserves to be noticed, as it tends materi- 
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ally. to prove what has just beeli said. The goods 
of Jbreign importation in the United Provinces 
have diminished in price, having now nearly the 
same value as in Europe, or at least the difference 
being^-very* unmaterial : whereas, on the contrary, 
the exports of native production have so much 
encreased: in price, that what fifteen years ago 
was worth one, and four years ago three, is at pre- 
sent worth eight. . Wages have encreased in the 
same proportion, so that the ordinary articles of 
subsistence are, with very few exceptions, as cheap 
at the present time as they were ten years since. 
This IB a phenomenon, perhaps, of a novel kind 
in pdUtical economy, but which will show what 
expectations ought to be entertained by husband- 
men, in a country which possesses all the primary 
materials, the production of which is advantage- 
oudy appreciated, and where what is spent for 
maintenance must be infinitely less than what is 
earned. This will also- serve to show that the re- 
turns from the lands, that is to say, the interest 
of the capital which the State lends to the emi-. 
grants, is compensated^ in an excessive manner, 
by the circumstance of their being allowed to em-^ 
ploy all their fortune, be it small or great, in til- 
lage, or in any other agricultural or past(»*al 
pursuit. 

• It is surely unnecessary to observe that we are 
not now alluding to those emigrants who go to 
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that countiy with the view of hiring their services 
to the proprietors of the land. As regards them» 
the thing is more simple; namely, that if thej are 
reduced to the necessity of treading the soil of 
the territory, they will meet with a high rate of 
wages. In the same situation are the artisans of 
an inferior quality. Any of them who woik in 
metals, timber, skins, sawing, building, &c. &c. 
wiU there meet with constant employment as soon 
as they arrive. Not a single foreign b^^gar is to 
be met with in Buenos Ayres ; as such persons 
need not become paupers, unless they choose. On 
this last point, it is necessary to attend to that 
part of the regulation on emigration, previoudy 
introduced, which entrusts to the commissidn 
established in that country for the protection <^ 
emigrants, the duty of {Nrocuring occupation for 
all foreigners, provided that after fifteen days they 
should not have been able to procure it for them^- 
selves, owing to the difficulties they have to en<^ 
counter from not knowing the language^ ' or any 
other cause. This is a powerfol guarantee, which 
ccHnpletes the system of security held forth l^ 
this country to all classes of the labouring com* 
munity, inasmuch as it proclaims the spirit which 
prevails in favour of them; and, above all, the 
possibility of giving occupation to as many as 
may present themselves. Foreigners who have 
capacity to undertake speculations on a larger 
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stek, be they physical ac mamiy or of whatever 
kindf will probably hav€ no need of further in&nv^ 
m»kion5 when they have taken a survey oi the 
coontry, incomplete perhaps, yet nevertheless 
vast, as the preceding expositions have shown. 
F<»r sudi persons, all explanations are unneces^ 
saarjr; tiie fitcts will speak for themselves. And 
when to all the other advantages are added those 
of am effective security in the free exerckie of all 
their individual faculties, of the inviolability of 
property, whether in peace or war, between the 
land of then* birth and the country of their adop- 
tion; — I say, when all these things are considered, 
there can be no risk of making errors in cakrulfr* 
tion, if people but know how to reflect. 

This is written wida the best intentions to all 
parties virho mscjr be interested in these obserra^- 
tions. We have not the least interest in mislead- 
illg ; and even could there exi&t such a supposi* 
tion^ is it not etident that deception would vHtir 
mately turn to the disadvantage of the United 
Pn>nnces ? We write with positive knowledge of 
the circumstances and of the principles of that, 
coimtry. No one ought to doubt this. And we 
riepeat, that, in that country, all the securities are 
enjoyed^ which man cannot abandon, without be^ 
ing the murderer of his own welfare : and a plan 
is regularly pursued, to establish, on permanent 
foundations, that blessing, which has produced so 



300 RIO DE LA PLATA. 

much prosperity/ and is likely to procure still 
greater advantages, for the British nation — the fret 
exercise of the individual faculties I In the toun- 
try of Rio de la Plata, it is of no moment whether 
a person be bom a Briton, a Frenchman, or a 
German ; whether he is of the torrid, of the tern* 
perate, or of the frigid zone^ whether he has been 
educated under regular governments, or exposed 
to the misfortunes of absolute power: in that 
country, it is of no moment whether he is a Pro- 
testant, a Papist, or an Israelite; it is sufficient 
that he is a man — a moral, active and industrious 
man ! The climate of the United Provinces, and 
the genius of its inhabitants, accommodate them- 
selves perfectly to all human physiognomies and 
constitutions: as little do its rivers, its lands, 
and its productions, need the assistance of ancient 
or fashionable mythology, or any of the quackeries 
of political machinists to recommend them: and 
by the fundamental principles of the country every 
thiiig is conceded to a foreigner, even to placing 
him on an equality with the natives as to rights, 
without the exception of the least privilege, what- 
ever may be the reason alleged for his deserving 
it. This also proves that the United Provinces of 
Bio de la Plata know how to be — Independent. 
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Letter concerning the Occupation of Monte Video, 
by the Portuguese and Brazilian GovernmentsJ^ 



Senor Don N. de M. 

London, 15th June, 1825. 
Dear Sib, 

You impose on me a task of which I iiardly 
know how to acquit myself. You wish to know 
the origin, the intervening circumstances, and the 
actual state of the quarrel concerning Montevideo, 
between the United provinces of Rio de la Plata, 
and Brazil and Portugal ; and also that these ob- 
servations should be accompanied with my private 
opinion, which you do not consider to be liable to 
mistrust, from the circumstances that you have 
^pointed out to me. I will, therefore, proceed to 
comply with your desire. And first, I take leave 
to observe, how remarkable it is that, at the vwy 
time when the questions between America aiid 
Spain are closing in favour of the former country, 
the questions of a similar nature between Bretzil 

— ■ < . . .. i — ■ . . « 

♦ The following letter was addressed to a respectable per- 
f OIK in Lotkbn, by another residing in the same eapital. 
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and Portugal are announced to have terminated 
in a different manner. It is also remarii^ble that 
the British Cabinet is mentioned in both cases. 
BAt the most extraordinary thing of all is, that, 
by these means, the provinces of La Plata will 
continue involved in difficulties with a European 
power — a power which assuredly possesses re- 
sources as ample ^85 Spain ! But whether that will 
or will not happen — pf which, by the way, there is 
no certainty; con^dering on the one hand, the 
general spirit of America, and the means of Portu- 
gal to retain that conquest ; and on the other the 
European influence, which has extended itself to 
Brazil ; and the mutual explanations on the trans- 
actions which have taken place between the Em- 
peror and his father, Don Juan VI. ; — ^it is neces^ 
sary, at all events, that you and your friends 
should thoroughly know the merits of this case, 
which, perhaps, must hereafter be settled by the 
sword. 

Spain and Portugal — ^these two countries^ which 
have domineered over the new worlds without 
knowing themselves, or any one, knowing for thein» 
how they effected such a prodigy — carried on, for 
many years, various wars through disputes about 
the limits of Colombia, Peru; and Rio de la Plata. 
History is full of details on these matters ; and 
records the conventions which terminated, the 
quarreb in 1668, 1715, 1763, 1777, and latterly 
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in 1804, in which year a treaty was concluded, by 
virtue of which Portugal pledged herself to restore 
to Spain the five towns of Missiones, eastward of 
the river Uruguay, of which she had taken pdfe^ 
session during the war — Spain agreeing to restore 
to Portugal Olivenza in Europe ; thus fixing the 
limits of Brazil on the south, where they were es- 
tablished, more or less, by the Boundary-treaty in 
1777. But the bad faith with which both par- 
ties settled these questions, proved clearly that 
neither Spain nor Portugal ever adhered to their 
agreements. The first, in a short time, became 
involved in new difficulties w;ith France ; and the 
second, availing herself of that circumstance, at- 
tempted to repair the loss of Olivenza by taking 
possession of Monte Video, not content with the 
five towns of Missiones, which she had seized and 
still retains. For that object she used all kinds of 
intrigues, and even corrupted some of the Spanish 
commanders in Paraguay, Monte Video, and 
Buenos Ayres. But she had the misfortune to 
find in that last mentioned city — thanks to the 
British invasions of 1806 and 1807 !— that the 
American arms were superior to her efforts, and 
exercised an influence over the whole country, A 
strong resistance was opposed to Portugal, the 
court of which kingdom was then in Janeiro ; and, 
in that state of things, Buenos Ayres commenced 
her revolution against Spain in 1810. 

X 
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That event, or rather that revolution, had no- 
thing flattering in it for the old pretensions of 
Portugal, which tended to fix the limits of her Bra- 
zilian states at the river Uruguay. She saw, and 
with reason, that the indolence exhibited in that 
matter had been owing to want of interest on the 
point in the Cabinet of Madrid ; which state of 
things, in all likelihood, would not long continue 
with a government newly revived, the first duty 
of which was to exert itself energetically to main- 
tain the independence and integrity of the terri- 
tory. Portugal, therefore, declared herself against 
the revolution. It is true that his Most FaHhfiil 
Majesty, never failing to employ his characteristic 
prudence, abstained ifrom opposing the revolution 
by armed resistance, at a time when the enthu- 
siasm of those states gained victories in all parts ; 
but he exerted, during the first and second year, 
all the means in his power to foment the war car- 
ried on by the Spaniards against the revolution ; 
so much so, that the Infanta Dona Carlota sent to 
the chiefs of Monte Video some of her own jewds, 
because she could not send them money- But at 
last, the Spaniards being placed in a critical posi- 
tion by the American forces, and choosing rather 
to become Turks than to yield to the revolution- 
ists, laid aside the hatred which it is well known 
they had professed towards the Portuguese nation; 
and had the weakness, not to say the baseness, to 



APPENDIX. 307 

implore the armed interference of his Most Faith- 
fiil Majesty. The opportunity was a favourable one 
for his M^^ty. In 1812, he caused an army of 
4000 men to enter the territory of Monte Video, to 
dispute possession of it with the United Provinces, 
under the pretext of being an ally of his Catholic 
Majesty. The alliance was a mere, invention, — 
but that his Most Faithful Majesty by that act 
exposed the security of the only remnant of his 
dominions which he retained, was a reality. 

On this event, the United Provinces found 
themselves implicated in two wars. Nevertheless, 
they chose to resist with open force rather than to 
ccmdent that a territory like Monte Video should 
be torn from the new association — a territory 
where, besides its local importance, almost every 
branch of wealth bdionged to capitalists of Bue- 
nos Ayres ; and in consequence also of so much 
blood having been^spilt in conquering it from the 
Spaniards, its occupation by the Portuguese was 
a point not to be conceded. Preparations, there- 
fore, were making for hostilities, when suddenly 
an envoy from the Court of Portugal arrived in 
Buenos A3rres, for the purpose of negotiating an 
armistice, which should have for its basis the re- 
treat of all the Portuguese troops from the eastern 
side. There all was ready for war ; although no 
disinclination was shown to peace, provided it 
could be obtained with honour. Peace, however, 

x2 
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was made in 1812 ; and the troops retired—prov- 
ing that his Majesty was always prudent. The 
minister of his Britannic Majesty, resident in Ja- 
neiro, guaranteed that treaty in the name of his 
Government ; and the relations between both coun- 
tries remained in the same state for several years. 
When any of the articles was deemed to have been 
infringed, remonstrances were made in a peaceful 
manner, but always appealing to the intervention 
of the power which had given the guarantee. Un- 
derneath you will see. Sir, an example distinguish- 
ed, and worthy of record, in the two annexed 
documents, which have already been published, 
and are preserved in Buenos Ayres as precious 
memorials.^ Thus matters continued till a new 
field was opened for the pretensions of Portugal. 
— r* 

* In the following documents you will perceive varioua 
things :•— 1st. That the guarantee was effectively given by Lord 
Strangfordf in the name of his Britannic Majesty, 

%!ly. That it was employed to obtain from the United Pro- 
vinces, a measure which was opposed to the policy and the laws 
of England, 

Sdly. That the United Provinces gave to that guarantee a 
circumspect and generous attention. 

And you will also perceive, from what I am going to com- 
municate to you, always keeping in view these documents : 

lst> That Portugal and Brazil have atrociously violated that 
guarantee, 

2dly, That no British Minister has again reclaimed it in 
favour of the United Provinces, 
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The Spaniards being overcome in Monte Video 
in 1814, after two sieges, which lasted for years ; 

. 3d^* That that might have been done^ merely in compliance 
with a duty, mthaut the sacrifice of peculiar principles , as in 
the other case. 

LORD STRANGFORD TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
UNITED PROVINCES. 

The Government of his Royal Highness the Prince Re- 
gent of Brazil addressed to me, some time since, the strong- 
est, and in truth well-founded complaints, concerning a 
decree, published by the General Assembly on the 4th of last 
February. This decree enacts : " That all the slaves of fo». 
reign countries, who in any manner shall reach this terri- 
tory^ from this day forward, shall be free, solely from the 
circumstance of treading on the soil of the United Provinces." 
The Government of Brazil sees in that decree a manifest in- 
fringement of those principles of reciprocal good understand- 
ing, which were so happily renewed by the armistice of the 
^6th May 181^. It cannot but consider it as a method of 
allurement adopted to seduce a considerable portion of its 
subjects to abandon their duties ; nor can it be insensible to 
its baneful consequences in the States of Brazil bordering on 
those of La Plata. 

The Government aforesaid has, in consequence, made an 
ample communication of its sentiments^ in this respect, to the 
Minister of his Britannic Majesty resident at that court, (in- 
asmuch as that armistice was concluded under the guarantee 
of that Minister ;) and requested him to inform his Government 
that the Prince Regent of Brazil shall conceive himself war- 
ranted in deeming that measure to be obnoxious, (in the 
event of it9 continuing to be in effect,) and in considering it 
an act of hostility sufficiently manifest to compel him to adopt 
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and that last and most powerful bulwark of the 
despotism of Ferdintod^ on the Rio de la Plata, 



the most energetic means of defence^ and to demand, from his 
constant and faithful ally, that assistance which the treaties 
between both powers have stipulated. 

As I had so recently, and in so fortunate a manner, suc- 
ceeded in renewing a state of peace and amity between this 
empire and the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata, it is 
peculiarly painful for me to have to notice the existence of 
any circumstance which may prejudice, however slightly, a 
system, in all points of view, adva^itageous to both parties. 

Nevertheless, I cannot doubt but your Excellency will act 
on this occasion with your accustomed frankness, and with 
your well-known prudence; and consequently I flatter myself 
that your Excellency will afford me, without the least delay, 
the unspeakable satisfaction of being able to announce to the 
Minister of Brazil, that the Government of the United Pro- 
vinces of Rio de la Plata will adopt the necessary measures 
to put an end to the fatal effect of the above-mentioned de- 
cree, and to tranquillize the just apprehensions of that Court. 

I am well aware that it may with reason be alleged that 
the general principles of the decree have already been fuUy 
and publicly recognised in Greet Britain ; and that, in con- 
sequence, it but little becomes an English Minister to con- 
sider them as being fraught with danger, or with just rea- 
sons for civil inquietude. Nevertheless, it cannot certainly 
escape the penetration of your Excellency, that in Great 
Britain these principles are only the simple and natural re- 
sult of the British Constitution, established for ages, not 
owing*their existence to any specific law in that respect. 

I cannot conclude this without reiterating my wish, and 
even the certainty I entertain, that the answer of your Ex- 
cellency will be such, as entirely to dissipate the inquietude 
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being thus demolished, the country was occupied 
by masses of natives, who had risen in favour of 

which the Minister of Brazil neither can nor wishes to dis- 
semble ; as it will, moreover, afford me the pleasure of 
assuring my Court, that the Government of Buenos Ay res, 
proceeding with honour and good faith, and striving, by all 
means in its power, to maintain peace and harmony with its 
neighbours, abandoned without difficulty a measure which 
was deemed of a tendency likely to prove prejudicial to the 
.security and tranquillity of this empire, any attack on which 
can never be indifferent to the Court of London. 

(Signed) STRANGFORD. 

To the Most Excellertt the Government of the 
United Provinces of Rio de la Plata, 

Rio de Janeiro, 27th Nov. 1813. 



The Government of the United Provinces to 
Lord Strangford. 
Excellent Sir, 
This Government has considered, with becoming atten- 
tion, the official letter of your Excellency of the 27th of No- 
vember last, with reference to th^ remonstrance of the Minis- 
ter of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal, 
concerning the decree of the 4th of February of this year, 
promulgated* by the General Assembly of these provinces, 
in which it declares the liberty of all slaves coming from 
foreign countries, solely from the circumstance of their 
treading the soil of our territory. Although that d«cree, 
considered as an interior regulation of tlie country, cannot, 
from its nature, give cause Of complaint or of ofifence to 
any foreign government ; nevertheless, this Executive Power, 



312 RIO DE LA PLATA. 

the revolution, under the pernicious guidance of 
a chieftain who acknowledged no subordination. 

wishing to satisfy, by ali possible and honourable means, 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal, and 
your Excellency, who have so generously interposed your 
good offices in the point in question, has consented that the 
said decree shall be suspended, (notwithstanding that no 
practical fact has been alleged against its efiects in the neigh- 
bouring possessions, during the many months which have 
elapsed since its promulgation ;) and it has commanded it to 
be thus published in its ministerial papers, agreeing on the 
return of the slaves who may have fled, or may hereafter pass 
over to its territory, until the repeal of the said decree, as 
solicited by the Brazilian Government, may be determined by 
the General Assembly, to the cognizance of which authority 
such matters exclusively belong. 

This Government hopes, with the most unlimited confi- 
dence, that your Excellency will perceive in the suspension 
of the said decree an irrefragable proof, among many others 
previously given on the part of these United Provinces, of 
the sincerity with which it desires to preserve and promote 
the good understanding established between both countries, 
under the influence of the respectable interposition of your 
Excellency ; and that you will be pleased to make it thus be 
understood by the Ministers of Brazil, as well as by those of 
his Britannic Majesty, as you have had the goodness to say 
you would do in the letter alluded to ; moreover, doing jus- 
tice to the authorities of these provinces, by believing that, in 
the promulgation of that decree, the evil intention of pro- 
motiag the desertion of the subjects of the neighbouring power 
had no part whatever, and that it was neither their intention 
to prejudice the properties of the said inhabitants, nor to at^ 
tract a population, of whose presence it is wmise desirous^ and 
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The Government of the United Provinces, which 
had pursued that chieftain with force, found at 
last that it would be more in conformity with the 
pubUc good to desist from doing so, trusting to 
time for the reparation of these errors, avoiding 
the effusion of more blood between brethren, and 
thus enabling its armies to be employed solely in 
the defence of the national cause ; but in this 
state of things his Most Faithful Majesty, whose 
agents, as can be proved by documents, had added 
fiiel to the fire of these discords by most disho- 
nourable methods — availing himself of these feuds, 
caused a considerable army to enter and overrun 
the territory of Monte Video in the years 1816 
and 1817. No doubt could be entertained as to 
the views of that court : but the silence of the 
British Embassy in Janeiro was matter of asto- 
nishment, inasmuch as the proceeding was a rup- 
ture of the existing guarantee. However, strong 
remonstrances were made to the Court of Brazil, 

which would rather be kept aloof from this soil, than attracted 
to it by the prohibition of the introduction of slavery, 

(Signed) THE GOVERNMENT. 
To the Most Excellent Lord Viscount Strangford, 

Minister of his Britannic Majesty in Janeiro. 

Buenos Ayres, 28th December 1813. 

The decree which occasioned these remonstrances w^s con- 
sidered anew by the General Assembly of the United Provinces, 
but was not revoked. Explanations, however, were made 
by a new decree, which obviated all gprounds of uneasiness. 
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before these provinces became involved in the war 
carried on by the natives of Monte Video against 
the invading army : even the assistance they im- 
plored was delayed ; and every thing was done, in 
fine, to promote the interests of peace, relying on 
the British guarantee being respected. 

At last, the Portuguese General in Monte Video 
solemnly declared that the Lusitanian troops had 
entered solely to prevent the flames of anarchy 
from spreading to the States of his master; and 
the Portuguese minister answered, in reply to an 
official letter from the United Provinces, that he 
had no further object in view than to assist in 
destroying those masses, which induced an appre- 
hension of the perpetuity of a terrific conflagra- 
tion in the vicinity of the frontier. Moreover, the 
entry of the army into Monte Video was signap- 
lized by a capitulation, signed by the Portuguese 
General, in which he pledged himself to deliver 
the keys of the city to the municipal body, as soon 
as the necessity for the retaining of his army in 
that territory should cease, and the fire of anarchy 
which they so greatly dreaded should be extin- 
guished. That capitulation was ratified by his 
Most Faithftil Majesty, in November 1817. 

Such conduct in some degree mitigated the 
apprehensions of the United Provinces, which 
were then pledged not only to maintain the war 
of Independence within their own territory, but 
also to carry it on in Chile, as they did in 1818 : 
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but such was not the case with the natives ; a re- 
mark which it is essential to make in this place, 
in consequeiice of what will be afterwards shown. 
The natives continued to carry on the war in the 
country of Monte Video, trusting to their own re- 
sources, till the year 1819. That great army 
could effect nothing to promote pacification ; and 
the country was in the mean time entirely deso- 
lated, and every where deluged with blood. It 
became necessary, therefore, for the natives of 
most importance to form in Monte Video the mu- 
nicipal body of the province, and to take on them- 
selves the accomplishment of that object, which 
the pretended pacificators could not attain. The 
municipality interposed its influence with the 
people of the country ; and the war was brought 
to a conclusion in that province, although in this 
manner, yet in an honourable way. Each town 
agreed to sign a document, in which it was stipu- 
lated, that its incorporation with the capital of 
Monte Video should be made under the same sti- 
pulation that the King of Portugal had ratified in 
1817, with respect to the fortress ; that is to say, 
that, in the supposition of the occupation of the 
province being only provisional^ it should again 
ctevolve to the local authorities. 

The province remained in peace, and the na- 
tives gave themselves up to repose. But not so 
the Portuguese generaL 

With the most reprehensible ingratitude, he, in 
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an arbitrary manner, dismissed the only members 
of the municipal body who had especially exerted 
their influence in tranquillizing the country. Their 
crime consisted in having claimed from him the 
observance of the capitulations, which he very 
speedily began to infringe; attempting, by all 
means in his power, to get rid of what was a 
great obstacle in the way of his future projects. 
These plans were not long in coming to light. 
Besides the separation of the respectable members 
alluded to, the general adopted other measures to 
extort the guarantees, which he could not obtain 
voluntarily, and which, nevertheless, it was ac- 
tually necessary for him to obtain as a conquest 
by desolation and fear. He prostituted, in favour 
df some chiefs, all the branches of public admi- 
nistration ; or, more properly speaking, he deliver- 
ed up the whole of the province to be pillaged by 
those who appeared inclined to further his views, 
lie authorised the robbery of the establishments 
for breeding vicunnas and horses, throughout the 
country ; and considerable parties, officered even 
by chiefs of the first rank, went forth to execute 
these depredations; which he allowed, partly to 
keep his troops content, as they constituted the 
only force on which he could rely, and money 
was wanting to defray their arrears of pay : and 
partly because in these incursions they carried 
terror through the land ; which they never could 
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have done, had the natives been allowed to appear 
with arms in their hands. No one will be long in 
discovering the baseness of that measure, who only 
reflects how contrary it was to the intention of fix- 
ing their domination permanently in Monte Video. 
While these things were passing, it was an- 
nounced, in the year 1819, that in Europe the 
ministers of their Most Faithful and Catholic 
Majesties, through the interference of the minis- 
ters of the other powers in Paris, had agreed that 
Portugal should deliver up the fortress of Monte 
Video to the forces which Spain should send. A 
fresh proof of the bad faith of that court was now 
exhibited. At the same time was announced an 
expedition, which was to set sail from Cadiz^ as 
in fact it did weigh anchor in 1 820, against the 
United Provinces. That circumstance renewed 
the alarm of the natives : some of them had a 
conference with the Portuguese general, and he 
permitted them to send a deputation to Janeiro, 
to solicit his Most Faithful Majesty again to ratify 
the capitulation of 1817, by virtue of which the 
fortress could not be given up to the Spaniards. 
All that the general wanted was to gain time; 
and the object of the Court was to deceive as much 
as it could, and also to procure as much popu- 
larity as possible for itself, and as little as might 
be for Ferdinand. All, therefore, that was soli- 
cited was granted. Here we behold his Most 



318 KIO DC LA PLATA. 

Faithfiil Majesty stipulating in Europe for the re- 
storation of Monte Video to Spain ; and the same 
Monarch stipulating in America for the restora- 
tion of Monte Video to the natives. What are 
we to think of such conduct ? 

At last the expedition of Spain against the 
United Provinces was converted in 1820 to the 
restoration of the constitution of 18 12, and the 
spirit which was there developed in favour of the 
representative form penetrated to European Por- 
tugal. In Lisbon, popular chambers were es- 
tablished, which demanded the return of his Most 
FaithM Majesty ; and his Majesty, in order not 
wholly to" lose that kingdom, had no choice left 
but to yield to that solicitation, strengthened, as 
it wa* said/ by British influence. 

The part played by his Majesty was a singular 
one ; but at last he resolved to signalise his depar- 
ture from America by deeds of reno^. He sent 
to Buetios Ayres, without any one having solicited 
him so to do, a consul-general, in order to acknow- 
ledge the independence of the United Provinces, 
and to reside at their seat of government. His 
Majesty hoped by these means to obtain what he 
had not succeeded in doing by intrigues ; namely, 
a compulsory consent from Buenos Ayres ; since, 
at the same moment that he adopted that mea^ 
sure, which appeared to be a flattering one, he 
gave orders to the Portuguese general to ascertain 
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the inclination of the natives of Monte Video, with 
respect to becoming incorporated with his domi- 
nions. This fact is a remarkable one, because it 
mark$ the commencement of the open manifesta* 
tion of the desires of his Majesty. 

Let us now see the consequences. Buenos 
Ayres rejected the recognition, inasmuch as that 
insulting act came coupled with it : and in Monte 
Video the General formed a Congress, in 1821, 
composed for the greater part, as shall hereafter 
be proved, of civil functionaries in the pay of His 
Most Faithful Majesty y of persons decorated by 
him with distinctions of honour y and of others 
previously placed in the Ayuntamientos, or Town 
Councils; causing the troops to be quartered and 
provisioned as if in a state of war ; and, under 
that safeguard, the Congress declared that the 
province of Monte Video spontaneously incorpo- 
rated itself with the United Kingdom of Portugal, 
Brazil, and Algarve, as a federate State ; in 
virtue of which it was baptized by the name of 
The Cisplatane State. 

His Most Faithful Majesty had already set sail 
for Lisbon ; and in that place, therefore, were 
the acts of incorporation ordered to be made out. 
In the mean time, the United Provinces existed 
without any general authority: each of them 
governed itself for itself, and there was no re- 
presentation for the whole. That circumstance 
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tended to give more scope for the completion of 
the views of the Portuguese general, who had 
invariably availed himself of the interior disturb- 
ances, which alone prevented war from being 
proclaimed against Portugal, upon the act of the 
incorporation of Monte Video. That was a great 
defect, for which the country is indebted to the 
French Government, whose project of placing in 
it a branch of the Bourbons had materially in- 
fluenced the state of general dislocation. Had it 
not been for this, it would have been seen with 
what ease the incorporation of Monte Video would 
have been buried in its cradle ; at the same time, 
that the circumstances of that war would have 
influenced a disincorporation^ Republican and not 
Royalist, of Brazil. Portugal would then have 
paid usurious interest for her conduct. 

No war, in truth, could have been more just 
on the part of Buenos Ayres. Let us lay aside 
the violation of the guarantee, the base ways by 
which that incorporation was effected, the rights 
of the natives, and every thing else that could be 
alleged ; — even let it be supposed that these natives 
consented spontaneously to become Portuguese, 
and it will presently be shown, that in all pro- 
bability they would as soon have consented to 
become Moors. Still the usurpation having ex- 
tended itself to a great property of capitalists, 
and even to public establishments belonging to 
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Buenos Ayres, his Most Faithfiil Majesty by that 
measure placed and places the western bank of 
the Rio de la Plata on a direct footing of war. 
And let me now ask, how is it possible that 
the United Provinces should permit a foreign 
nation to hold the key of their harbours, and to 
appropriate to itself the best to be found in that 
dangerous river, insomuch that no one can enter 
its channel without being searched by foreigners ? 
Look but at the map of that country, and say 
if it would not be the height of madness to con- 
sent to such an appropriation ? — an appropriation 
we will not merely say highly degrading, but ab- 
solutely prejudicial to the interests and to the 
independence which the United Provinces have 
conquered for themselves by dint of the sword, 
of blood, and of treasure ! It is said that Portugal 
has discovered that Nature has marked out the 
river Uruguay as the most suitable boundary to 
her Brazilian dominions. Let us put Nature out 
of the question ; because if we have recourse to 
her, the United Provinces will not only have her 
award in their favour, but also an ancient right 
of possession, whereby to extend their limits as 
far^ as the Captain-Greneralship of Rio Grande : 
and perhaps it may be weU not to put that idea 
too carelessly into circulation. Mi^reover, this is 
^ question with which neither art nor nature has 
any thing to do : justice, the rights of the States, 

Y 
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and convenience, are what justify, on the part oi 
these provinces, every war which they have hither- 
to made, and which they may henceforth make. 

But let us follow the course of the history, 
which is replete with extraordinary events. The 
acts of incorporation of Monte Video were, by 
the Committee of the Cortes of Lisbon, in 1822, 
declared null and void. How strong a proof was 
this of the advantages derived by States and 
international relations from a representative go- 
vernment, which does not act upon the dictates 
of caprice, but according to the eternal principles 
of justice ! In the same year, through the me- 
diation of the General who occupied Monte Vi- 
deo, the ministry of Portugal proposed to that 
of Buenos Ayres to form a defensive alliance, 
extending it to aU the American States, against 
those despotic powers who might wish to interfere . 
in the interior arrangement of the constitutional 
states, A short time afterwards, the dutifiil son, 
whom Don John VI ^ had left as Regent in Janeiro, 
as inconsistent in his actions as the son of Charles 
IV. placed himself at the head of the independence 
of Brazil, and actually declared it* As regarded 
the United Provinces, that act in its intrinsic 
value was appreciated as it ought to have been. 
It closed the independence of the American Con- 
tinent; and nothing could be more flattering for 
States which had undertaken that great work 
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twelve years ago. It was also believed then that 
the question concerning Monte Video would, on 
that account, become more plain, and that Brazil 
would furnish a great example, contributing to 
insure her own independence, and to gain the 
favour of. the contemporaneous states, as well as 
of'the worid. The example expected was, that 
she would have disarmed the European army 
which occupied Monte Video, and restored that 
fortress to Buenos Ay res. But the contrary of 
aU. this occurred. 

The General of the army of occupation in Monte 
Video had already made this a personal question ; 
that is to say, the retaining of his command was 
riot now so much a point which* concerned his 
honour as his private interest. He was in pos- 
session of an income of more than twenty thou- 
sand dollars a year; he was there an absolute 
king, who appropriated to himself whatever his 
caprice incited lum to take ; he had united him- 
self with a femily of the country by the ties of 
iriarriage; and he was in the last stage of life. 
In short, he had resolved to forego a renown which 
in his military career he had been unable to attain. 
He forsook the army of Portugal, and embraced 
the independence of Brazil. In consequence of 
this step, he was, by a Royal decree, of the 26th 
September, 1822, declared a traitor in Lisbon — 
a matter to him of no .moment ; as he continued 

Y 2 



324 RIO DE LA PLATA. 

to feed the ambition of the new court with the 
idea that the inhabitants of Monte Video werie 
desirous of sharing the lot of the new en^pire, 
by becoming incorporated with it ; on which a^ 
surance, and without farther ceremony, Montevi- 
deo was placed in the Imperial armorial bearings 
as a Brazilian Province ; and a new Congi^ss 
was not then deemed necessary to sanction this 
farce as in 1821. 

Tf'he separation of Brazil having beei^ declared, 
the Emperor despatched an agent to l^u^nos Ayres 
to communicate the occurrence to the United 
Provinces, and to solicit them to acknowledge her 
as an independent state. It was impossible, ina£h 
much as it woidd have been dishonourabljs, to ac- 
cede to this solicitation. The recognition was 
consequently refused by the United Provinces, 
through the medium of the government of Buenos 
Ayres, reserving the point for consideration when 
the government of Brazil should leave the pro- 
vince of Monte Video at perfect liberty ; and from 
that time negotiations for this object were set on 
foot in a more effective manner. But the ques- 
tion had changed its nature, since it was no longer 
canvassed with a European nation, but agita- 
ted with an American state ! It was necessary to 
avoid as much as possible a war which would be 
of baneM consequences to countries engaged in 
the same cause, guided by the same prinpiples, 
and equally interested in resisting that fatal me- 



APPENDIX. 325 

thbd of solving international questions which pre- 
vailed in absolute governments, solely because the 
interest of such governments was always at vari- 
ance with the interest of the nation over which 
they rilled. On these fiiiidamental principles, 
which the government of Buenos Ayres proclaim- 
ed in 1823, it sent a diplomatic commissioner to 
negotiate for the restoration of Monte Video : and 
as he was equally authorised by the other pro- 
vinces, even in the supposition that they had not as 
yet organized a general authority, his mission 
could not but be, valid. 

In the mean time, the army which occupied the 
fortress of Monte Video appeared suddenly to be 
divided into two parties. The one favoured the 
independence of Brazil, and was headed by the 
Baroti de Laguna, declared a traitor in Lisbon, 
and who had been General in Chief. The other 
favoured tiie dependence 6( Brazil and Portugal, 
and was headed by one of the European Generals 
named Don Alvarp da Costa de Souza de Macedo. 
They had recourse to arms. The Brazilian party 
made itself master of the country. The Euro- 
pean remained in possession of the fortress ; and 
here it is requisite to make an important disclo- 
sure. All this apparently mighty business was no 
more than an intrigue, most artfully managed and 
disguised, between both the chiefs. The Baron, 
whose repute was on the wane in Brazil, on ac- 
count of his birth, and of other things, the men- 
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tion of which would be irrelevant in this place, 
found himself compelled to conquer that good 
opinion anew. Don Alvaro wished to retire to 
Lisbon, and at the same time to carry with him 
a name of some kind to exalt his merit : besides, 
he had neither a pretext to go, nor money to take 
him. This war facilitated the whole business ; 
and it was the more propitious, inasmuch as, even 
at the time, orders had arrived from his Most 
Faithful Majesty for the European division to re- 
turn to Portugal, which had been communicated 
from Lisbon to the government of Buenos 
Ayres. 

Both armies having been put into motion, and 
hostilities commenced, nothing was wanting but 
that the Generals should give to their operations 
the appearance of a most acrimonious warfare, 
although in private they both exchanged letters 
daily. The Brazilian laid siege to Monte Video; 
The European ordered his divisions to sally out 
to pay to the others the usual compliments of war. 
But here a most important circumstance must be 
called to mind. The natives, who well knew that 
the . European army had already received orders 
to return to Lisbon, which was all that they wish- 
ed, resolutely embraced the views of that faction, 
and opposed themselves to the Brazilian party,, 
which apparently aimed at the perpetual domina-. 
tion of the province. A body of more than a 
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thousand men of all arms placed themselves at 
the disposal of the European General: and those 
natives whom the Brazilian General had collected, 
in his sortie in the country, passed over in great 
numbers to the fortress, while the remainder de- 
serted, and took refuge in the mountains. These 
were the only victims of that fraudulent war. 

It would have been an easy matter to break up 
in an^ hour all the Brazilian army, composed of 
1800 men, only 500 of whom were in a fit state 
to fight as soldiers ought to do. The European 
division exceeded 2000 soldiers, inured to war, 
besides the cavalry of the natives, whose prowess 
has been well tried in the war with Spain. These 
troops wished to fight, but they were not permit- 
ted. Time was spent in maturing the intrigue. 
The Baron detached parties into the country to 
compel the natives of each town to sign an act of 
incorporation with Brazil : which was an imita* 
tion of the farce of 1821 : while Don Alvaro, 
within the fortress, parleyed with the natives, de- 
claring his resolution to comply with the orders of 
his Most Faithful Majesty, and retire, giving the 
place up to them. This afforded the Baron time 
to send to Janeiro the accounts of the two great 
proofs of his patriotic conduct ; namely, the war 
which he had carried on against the Europeans, 
and the acts of the incorporation of the country ; 
and when they imagined that those documents 
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had given the Baron the full credit which was ne- 
cessary completely to influence the determination 
of the court relative to that business, without 
awaiting orders, both gener^ invited each othar 
to conclude a convention. 

In fine, the convention was concluded in 1823, 
the bases being, that the Baron should be put in 
possession of the fortress, and that Don AlVaro 
and his army should have their expenses defirayed 
to Lisbon. Meanwhile the natives saw themselves 
surrounded by traitors fixnn within and with* 
out: but the Baron offering an amnesty for the 
past, and Don Alvaro replying, to the strong pro- 
testations of the local authorities against his con- 
duct, that the Baron would not admit of any con- 
vention which did not acknowledge the surrender 
of the fortress to his troops as a basis, they thought 
it prudent and important to avoid the effusion of 
blood. Nevertheless, in the midst of all the ope- 
rations of that intrigue, Monte Video, and in its 
name the representatives popularly nominated by 
the whole city and suburbs, took occasion to draw 
up a solemn act, on the 20th of October, 1823, 
wherein they declared 

" That the whole province — taking the aggre- 
" gate voice of the country in the state of oppres- 
'* sion in which it now is — and especially this capi- 
" tal, places itself freely and spontaneously under 
" the protection of the Province and Government 
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*' of Buenos Ayres; by which it is its pleai^ure 
*' that the fitting reclamations may be made when 
** and how it shall deem best. In coriseqneAce, 
^' taking into consideration that the greater pftrt 
" of this neighbourhood urgently requires that 
" protests against the violeht acts of the Brazilian 
" forces in the country may be made by that body, 
" which the said city and neighbourhood would 
** itself make, were it not for the urrfbrtunate cir- 
*' cumstances in which it is tfow placed; and with 
** reference to the tyranny atid state of ntdlity with 
" which the Provincial Congress of 1821 was con- 
^^ stituted, after an enlightened and mattute discus- 
" sion, by an unanimity of votes, it came to the 
** foBowing decision : — 

1st. " That it declares null, arbitraryj and cri- 
** minal, the act of incorporation with the Portu- 
** guese Monarchy, sanctioned by the said Con- 
" gress of 1821, composed for the greater plart of 
** persons holding civil employments in the pay of 
^' his Most Faithful Majesty, and of individuals 
" decorated by him with honourable distinctions, 
** and of others previously placed in the Ayurita- 
" miento in order to ensure that result. 

2dly. '* That it declares null and void the acts 
" of incorporation of the towns of the country 
" with the Empire of Brazil, in consequence of 
" the tyranny with which the whole of them have 
" been visited by the Baron de Lagtma, who sent 
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^' the aforesaid acts for their signatures accompa^ 
** nied by strong detachtaients of troops, who con- 
" ducted the inhabitants by force to the capitular 
" houses, and who affixed the signatures of per- 
" sons who had no existence, and of others who 
" were ignorant of such proceedings by reason of 
" their absence from their homes. 

3dly. " That it declares that the Eastern Pro- 
" vince of the Uruguay does not, ought not, and 
"chooses not, to appertain to any other power, 
" state, or nation, than to that which composes 
" the provinces of the ancient union of Rib de la^ 
" Plata, of which it has been and is a part, having 
" had a deputy in the sovereign constituent As- 
" sembly General since the year 1814, in which 
" it entirely withdrew itself from the European 
" Spanish dominion." 

Such are the very words of the act of the repre- 
sentatives of Monte Video. It was officially notified 
to Don Alvaro, upon which, however, he preserved 
a complete silence ; and, notwithstanding this de- 
cision, the convention was approved in Janeiro, as 
was naturally to be expected — the Baron^ now high 
in favour, recommending it ; and in consequence 
the European army sailed for Lisbon, at the ex- 
pense of another country; on which occasion Don 
Alvaro was distinguished with crosses and rank. 
Alas ! how some men trifle with states and their 
interests! But let us return to the diplomatic 
Commissioner of Buenos Ayres. 
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, The Commissioner opened the negotiation in a 
conclusive manner. He drew up a Memorial; 
which has been printed, — a document which suffi- 
ciently illustrates that business— and strenuously 
urged a decision. But the Ministry kept him at 
bay under a thousand pretexts. In the mean time 
arrived the acts sent by the Baron, decreeing the 
incorporation of the country of Monte Video with 
the empire, which were submitted to the Assem- 
bly which had been recently installed in Janeiro; 
It. is remarkable that the first, and if I rightly re- 
collect, the only deputy who spoke in that assem-* 
bly concerning these acts, as appears by the news- 
paper called the Diario^ expressed himself in the 
most conclusive manner against its nullity. But, 
unfortunately, the Emperor had begun to doubt 
the influence, and the too great or too little libe- 
rality of the Assembly, and in consequence dis- 
solved it, as Ferdinand did the Gortes ; and fol- 
lowing, moreover, Ferdinand's example, banished, 
imprisoned, shot, and played off all the abomina-- 
tions of a genuine absolute. What hope was left ? 
Nothing could be expected but what happened. 
The fortress of Monte Video being already in the 
power of the Brazilian forces, and no check exist- 
ing, either to restrain the Emperor or his Minis- 
ters, they, after a long delay, replied to the Com- 
missioner, that he must have been under a mis- 
take, inasmuch as the province of Monte Video was 
inclined, and voluntarily -expressed that inclina- 
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tion, to remain incorporated with the empdre. 
The Commissioner obtained his passports, and the 
Government of Buenos Ayres closed the affair, 
publishing the documents, and referring the deci- 
sion to the general authority of the United Pro- 
vinces, which was on the eve of being installed. 

You will have observed, that among foreigners^ 
this reasoning has had its weight, namely, that the 
inhabitants of Monte Video were disposed for the 
incorporation ; and it has the more easily gained 
validity, inasmuch as they did not rise against an 
army of such very inferior force* Btit this, when 
we cotisider the whole affair, is a mere illusion 
dff imagination. Let us sum up what has been 
already said, and the condusion, as regards this- 
argument will be,-^ 

TTiat the inhabitants of the city of Monte Video^ 
weary of enduring the consequences of anarchy, 
delivered up the fortress to the Portuguese in 1817,^ 
but with the Stipulation, that that occupation should 
onhf be provisionaL 

That the inhabitants of that country fought even 

against this provisional occupation until 1819; and 

thaty had it not been for the interposition of the 

municipal body, they would, to this day, have been 

fighting against it. 

That the incorporation ivith Portugal in 1821 
was brought about by a few individuals employed 
and decorated by his Most Faithful Majesty, and 
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that it was effected after the Msarming of the na-^ 
tive divisions took place. 

That the incorporation with Brazil in 1823 
was openly resisted by force of qrms, and thfU if 
would have been entirely null, had good faith existed 
in the General commanding, or had the natives in 
time been aware of his intrigues. 

That when the natives found themselves sur-r 
rounded on all quarters, though they were in fL 
stale of blockade in the city, and on the eve of being 
speedily given up to the hands of their greatest 
enemies, they declared mth the utmost energy, 
thrwigh the medium of their representatives, the 
nullity of the incorporation, as well with Portugal 
as with Brazil 

And froija this it is also deduced — 

That the said natives have acted in this manner, 
without having had on their territory the least mill' 
tary support from Buenos Ayre^ or the United 
Provinces. 

That Brazil or Portugal, in order to obtain the 
acts of incorporation, even in their vitiated state, 
were competed to maintain an army in the co^ntry 
more powerful than the native force. 

An4 now, permit me to add to theoa $ome oth|&r 
circumstances. 

Whence that adhesion of the natives of Monte 
Video to the Portuguese or their descendants could 



334 mo DE LA PLATA. 

have proceeded, is a thing which can in nowise 
be explained. Could it have occurred from their 
inheriting the sentiments of the Spaniards ? It 
would be difficult to find on the face of the earth 
nations which more cordially detest each other, 
from time immemorial, than the Spaniards and 
Portuguese. Could it have arisen from their ad- 
miration of the respectability, prosperity, and 
civilization of Lusitania ? To imagine this would 
be an absolute mockery. Could it have occurred 
from their being stimulated by the importance and 
liberality of the institutions of that nation ? The 
idea is preposterous ! Could it have occurred from 
their gratitude for any favours received from Por- 
tugal in other times? That was impossible ; for 
none had ever been received — unless the patron- 
izing of the system of robbery which was con- 
stantly acted upon in the farms on the frontiers — ^^ 
and the demoralization of the natives of Monte 
Video, by alluring them at all times to carry on a 
contraband trade during the time of the Spanish rule, 
can be called favours shewn by Portugal. Could it 
have occurred on account of any assistance afibrd- 
ed by that kingdom to the cause of independence ? 
Had it relied for the attainment of so great an 
object on such insignificant assistance, futile, in- 
deed, would have been its hopes of. the success of 
the cause ! To what, then, can this vaunted adhe- 
sion of the natives of Monte Video to the Portu- 
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guese nation be attributed? Let us see if we can 
trace it in any other manner. 

It is not possible to suppose that this adhesion 
was a consequence of the rivahy which formerly^ 
existed between th^ inhabitants of the western and 
eastern sides of the River La Plata : that cannot 
be ; inasmuch as there is no reafeon for presuming 
that if people do not like one set of persons, they 
must of necessity like another set, and particularly 
because they are Portuguese. But you ought, my 
firiend, to be told, that the rivalry alluded to was 
never carried to such an extent as the invaders 
have attempted to assert. Since the time of the 
Spaniards, there has been rivalry between Monte 
Video and Buenos Ayres, but merely the rivalry 
of locality, — a rivalry similar to what has existed 
and still exists between Janeiro and Bahia, and 
between one town and another in the same coun- 
try. It is said, that after the revolution, the ri- 
valry was carried to such a pitch, as to cause hos- 
tilities to take place between the parties. That 
is certain ; and the Portuguese know it well, be- 
cause they fomented it as much as they possibly 
could. But how is it that these said Portuguese 
do not exhibit a single document, to prove, in due 
form, that the natives of Monte Video, harassed 
by those of Buenos Ayres, called on them to save 
them, or declared, which they did not, even in 
the heat and rage of civil war, that they fought 
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in order U> ayoid a union with the States of I^a 
Plata? There is neither document nor &ct of 
such a idnd brought forward ; and none such can 
ppssiUy exist ; because the rivalry so much talked 
o£ after the revolution, originated, only in certain 
questions, inseparable from all States in* the pro- 
gress of revolution, as to forms of government. 

But this may be established still more clearly. 
These questions, respecting the finrm of govern- 
ment, were not kept up between one town and 
the other. On one side operated a group of men, 
headed in the country of Monte Video by an in- 
subordinate officer, who now does not exist in a 
dvil point of view. He brought forward the 
federate plan^ and insisted that such was the sys- 
tem of the government of the United Provinces. 
On the other side was the aforesaid government, 
which denied that officer the right of imposing of 
himself a system, which was also at that time 
deemed prejudicial to the unity of action that was 
d^nanded by the war of Independence. And all 
the enlightened classes of the province of Monte 
Video, so far from entering into •these questions, 
always took an active part against that officer, in 
accordance with the principles of the Government 
of the United Provinces. And I can state more ; 
namely, that the towns of Santa F6, Entre Bios, 
Conientes, and Missiones, abetted that insubordi- 
nate officer in his pretensions to federation, and for 
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some years were armed to defend that cause ; but 
their chiefs gradually disappeared, without Buenos 
Ayres having been necessitated to command a single 
soldier to attack them ; and at this day they are all 
incorporated with the national body, forming but 
one family, and one independent and free state. 

If, therefore, rivalry cannot be asserted to be 
the origin of the adherence of Monte Video to 
Portugal or to Brazil, let us see if it can be 
attributed to the favours which that nation may 
have conferred during its domination. It is ne- 
cessary, previously, to observe, because it does not 
chime in with the tale of rivalry, that, since the 
year 1817, when the Portuguese invaded the pro- 
vince, more than eight thousand of its inhabitants 
have emigrated to Buenos Ayres and the adjacent 
territories, exclusively of those who have retired 
to the mountains of that country, preferring a 
savage state of life to the yoke of the invaders. 
Misery alone did not cause that emigration, nor 
the total nullity to which the country has been 
reduced by the want of trade, by the loss of so- 
ciety, and of all attractive circumstances and 
motives of pleasure ; because, had these motives 
caused it, and rivalry existed on one hand, and 
predilection for Brazil on the other, would not 
the natives have preferred emigrating to the terri- 
tory of that nation ? But not a single individual 
has passed over to Brazil with that feeling ; and 

z 
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if the remainder of the inhabitants have not emi- 
grated to Buenos Ayres, it is solely because they 
entertain a hope of still rescuing themselves firom 
a yoke, which is as degrading as that of Spain was 
prejudicial to them. 

And why should they not hope and attempt 
such a result ? What does Monte Video owe to 
the invaders ? — Let us trace its obligations. 

That they have violently pillaged the country, 
and, under the authority of the General, of more 
than four million head of vicunnas, which have 
been sent to the Brazilian territory, as is proved 
by the estimates made at the collecting houses in: 
the passes of the frontiers. And, with reference 
to this point, I will state two curious circum- 
stances. Before 1817, in the captain-generalship 
of Rio/ Grande, belonging to Brazil, distant 120 
leagues from Monte Video, there were no more 
than thirteen salters, and now there are one hun- 
dred and twenty! Before the entrance of the 
Portuguese, the country of Monte Video was more 
abundant in cattle than any other in that part of 
America ; and now even the Brazilians, who are 
settling there, are forced to bring cattle from their 
own territory, to lay the foundation of their breed- 
ing establishments ! 

That, following the plan of peopling the coun- 
try with Brazilians, whose numbers now exceed 
1500, the General took away the lands from the 
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natives, and assigned them to 6theFS, without 
giving the smallest compensation ; but, on the 
contrary,, making them understand that he did so 
in the course of justice. The persons who haV^ 
peopled the Uruguay and Tacuarembo are proofs 
of this, whom the natives distinguish by the nick- 
name of estanckros intrusos^ or interlopers. 

That the province is not only not indebted for any 
public work to the invaders, but that, on the con- 
trary, these very persons have ruined almost all the 
public works which it possessed prior to their en- 
trance. The stone walls which enclosed the city, 
and were formerly a place of security and of re- 
creation, are now only a haunt for rats, being full 
of breaches in the whole extent. Alllhe batteries 
which clothed these same waUs are destroyed^ ex- 
cepting one which commands the port. The arse- 
nal, which was a fine building, is now no more 
than a shell. The barracks, including those of 
the citadel, and the guard-houses, which were once 
placed round the walls, are abandoned, and now 
abound but with filth and all kinds of reptiles. 
There is not a single establishment for recreation 
in existence ; and thus, in every point of view, iai 
Monte Video a decaying colony, oppressed with 
poverty, where the inhabitants live in a complete 
state of isolation, without exhibiting any signs of 
rationality, excepting by the houses in which they 
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shelter themselves from the inclemencies of the 
weather.* 

But what is more, the light-house, placed on 
the top of the famous mountain which stands in 
front of Monte Video, and which for many 
years served as a guide for navigation during the 
night, is now of no use. I can narrate a singular 
fact with regard to this topic. In 1819, the Por- 
tuguese General pledged himself to construct a 
light-house in the island of Flores, five leagues 
distant from Monte Video, situated between the 
coast and the Banco Ingles: but in order to prove 
that the Portuguese nation never did, and never 
would do, any thing beneficial for the natives of 
that province, which was not executed at the ex- 
pense of enormous sacrifices on their part, it was 
required that the municipality in return should 
declare the right of Portugal to a greater portion 
of territory, advancing its limits to a straight line 
drawn from the Yaguaron to the Arepey, which 
empties itself into the Uruguay, the boundaries 
of that straight line being on the side of the sea, 
Santa Teresa, and the lake of Mini. Here we 
behold, for the first time in the world, territories 



♦ A work was executed in the time of the Portuguese, 
which in a certain degree forwarded the construction of the 
quay in the harbour. But that w^s a labour conceived by the 
Tribunal of Commerce, and carried on with its own funds. 
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exchanged for a light*house, and also a light- 
house becoming the basis of a treaty of limits be^^ 
tween two foreign states. But the result of all 
this is, that the light-house never was, and never 
will be made, and the light-house Portuguese Go- 
vernment did nothing but make the treaty. 

Finally, it is necessary to inform you that ano- 
ther of the great favours which the Brazilians have 
conferred on Monte. Video is, the obligation they 
imposed on the proprietors on different occasions 
to assist in the maintenance of its army by forced 
loans, under the deplorable alternative of giving 
money, or of going to a dungeon ; and that, after 
a series of years, during which no one gained 
any thing, in consequence of the paralized state of 
interior and exterior commerce, and every person 
was in a comparative state of pecuniary destitu- 
tion. This is too well proved by the decrease in 
the public revenue of the province. Prior. to that 
invasion, the Custom-house of Montevideo pro- 
duced from 40 to 50,000 dollars annually ; sub- 
sequently to it, and at this very time, it yields 
little more than 20,000. From this cause the 
Bank of Janeiro was obliged to supply funds for 
the support of the army ; or rather for the purse' 
of the General; because the army mutinied seve- 
ral times for the recovery of its pay! and now, 
since there are no further means of extorting 
more from the natives, Brazil has again been un- 



342 RIO D£ LA PLATA. 

der iiie necessity of coming forward with 25,000 
dollars a month, being enabled to do so by the 
loan which she has negotiated in England. What 
a fine destiny for such a loan ! These and such 
like objects, in which the whole loan will be ex- 
pended, will give a prosperity to Brazil, which 
may serve as a guarantee to her loanholders, as 
flattering, under all its aspects^ as that presented 
by Spain and by Portugal to their money con- 
tractors. 

But where shall we stop, if I allow my pen freely 
to sketch all this history, with its full stops, its 
points of interrogation, and of admiration ? And 
is it not evident to you that, after having long at^ 
tempted to find out a motive for the adherence of 
Monte Video to Brazil or to Portugal, the re- 
search has been fruitless? It is impossible to 
find any motive. — It cannot be discovered ei- 
ther in the repeated confiscations of the pro- 
pwty of the emigrants, or in the banishments 
of some, and in the imprisonment of others in 
the dungeons of Brazil ; as little can it be found 
in the acts of violence perpetrated by the soldiery, 
and also countenanced by the officers, of such an 
arbitrary nature that, in no state, even moderately 
civiMzed, would the like have been permitted ; or 
— but enough ! — The time has arrived, fortunately 
for the inhabitants, when the question must ulti- 
mately be decided in a definitive manner. The 
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United Provinces, now freed from external ene- 
mies, without anj more engagements to fulfil in 
Chile and in Peru, and possessing a general go^ 
vemment, and a firmly established credit, will, no 
doubt, speedily take measures for enforcing the 
integrity of its territory. Then will be seen wke^ 
ther the silence and patience^ latterly displayed by 
the inhabitants of Monte Video, are owing more to 
their adherence to Brazil than to the respect which 
they have most properly attached to the ideas of 
peace and order which Buenos Ayres has invari- 
ably recommended for their adoption.* Doubt not, 

* This letter was written before the arrival, in England, of 
the packet which left Buenos Ayres in May last, and pro- 
bably, on that account, it does not detail the recent intd- 
ligence which is current in London concerning the subject of 
which it treats. A part of the inhabitants of the country of 
Monte Video had, in April, commenced hostilities against 
the BrazUian forces; and the character of that event, in 
which, until then, the Government of the United Provinces 
had taken no part, had obliged the Baron de Laguna to send 
a number of unprotected but respectable individuals, whom 
he had seized within the walls, as prisoners to Janeiro* Not- 
withstanding that circumstance, the resistance of the natives 
has continued to spread farther, insomuch that they have 
obtained some slight and partial advantages over the Bra- 
zilians, and imprisoned Frutoso Rivero, the only native chief 
of the province who had borne arms in behalf of Brazil. 
Such a fact begins to argue in favour of a portion of the as- 
sertions of the foregoing letter. It proves that in the city 
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that the question will very shortly be broitght to 
issue. You will have seen from this letter, on 
which side justice lies ; and the interest which 
the natives of Monte Video and their brethren 
of the United Provinces will evince in the decision, 
cannot have escaped you. 

I now take leave of the question. I ask of you 
no other favoiu* for the present, than to excuse me 
from discussing the other point which you men- 
tioned to me — ^relative to the interests of all the 
American States^ in not consenting to allow in 
their neighbourhood the existence of a govern- 
ment connected with the Holy Alliance^ in oppo- 
sition to the republican system: — and also, in not 
permitting one state to be formed out of Brazil, 
which ought, perhaps, rather to be subdivided into 
different states, after the manner of Spanish Ame- 
rica; — or, in preventing the European domination 
from returning to re-establish itself in the new 
world!— Allow aU these things, my dear friend, to 
develop themselves gradually and spontaneously. 



as well as in the country, an obstinate resistance is offered 
to the invadem, and that the position of violence in which 
the natives are placed, does not permit them any longer to 
delay the recovery of their rights; although indeed the 
method which they hbve adopted, is not the most certain to 
ensure ultimate success, unless the Government of the United 
Provinces shall take up the question on its own account. 
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£ot in these events Nature must be permitted to 
act ; and be assured that, whenever this shall be 
thought insufficient, powerful succours will be af- 
forded to effect what is necessary. 

I hope I shall have fulfilled my duty towards 
you, when I tell you that you are at perfect li- 
berty to make whatever use you please of this 
letter, well assured of its authenticity, and of the 
sincere friendship of yours, N. 



THE END. 
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